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^Increased Saudi security in Karachi 

i KARACHI (AP) — - A wcurirv net ua*. thrown over Saudi Arabian 
J diplomats in this southern port city Wednesday after a -.ice consul was 
l vhol and jwwusly wounded, police and h O', pi to! uiTiciah said Hasan Al 


arrests have been made and no one was accepted responsibility. The 
gurunen fired three times before escaping. One bullet hit Amii in the jaw 
.iltd neefc- Police said they haVc posted guard* oruund Saudi officials in 
Pakistan s largest city. More than utic year ago the pcrsnn.il secretary in 
the Saudi consul-general was shut and wounded. No one was ever arrested 
tux police MBpwinl ibe gunman Has tomes me angry alter (etng dented a 
visa- Antri was flown out of Karachi in a plane fitted with medical 
equipment- The aircraft had arrived earlier Wednesday from Saudi 
Arabia- ‘Hie diplomat Il:J an operation after the shooting and was still 
under intensive care when he left Pakistan, sources said. 
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PLO invites Israel to terrorism’ talks 

DAMMAM iRi — a Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) official in 
remarks published Wednesday invited Israel to attend a conference with 
the PLO tu discuss ways to stop terrorism "We are ready to hold a 
conference on terrorism in Washington or New York to he attended by 
Israel, so discussion on how to stop terrorism will not (only) circulate 
behind closed doors." said Kama!, the PLO’*. representative to Cairo, was 
quoted by the Saudi newspaper Al Yum as saying. ”1 say this because I 
know they will put the PLO under investigation and to shorten the road 
for those who want say ’let’s test them and lei us see how the PLO 
behaves'.’* he told the Dammam-hosed newspaper in Cairo. "1 will save 
them these questions. I call them to the international negotiating table for 
discussions in which everyone fays down his conditions'." Kamal s aid. 
Kama) called on Aral? countries io hold a summit to discuss the new 
Pjlestinian peace initiative "Delay in holding this summit will give a 
chance to those who are betting .<n ihe laiiure of the Palestinian moves." 
he said. 
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■o.S D 1 released. WaQd Khaicd, spokesman for Abu Nidal's Fateh Revolu- 
tionary Council, said Monday that the girts, Marie- Lau re Bettefin, 7, 
- . and her sister Virginie, 6, had been freed and were on their way to 

5 ^lecuiy. Pari 5 by plane. But they never arrived in the French capital. Amid a 
'fbft/bf,).’ series of con tradJctory .statements hy Fateh Revolutionary' Council, 

1 4 greedy' one of the group's officials said Wednesday In west Beirut: “Comrade 

* l-uukip' Walid Jihaled revealed the latest information on the two French girls 
b-’rred bi yesterday. There is nothing new on them.*’ 

Ow . ■ 

Khamenei, Sharaa hold talks 

>0 COlliV) - 

: stTnji .. • NICOSIA (R) — Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk Al Sharaa and 
3.7 m Iranian President AH Khamenei called for closer lies in talks in 
'. ivjir,^ Tehran Wednesday, Iran's ULNA news agency said. Khamenei 
nufaciu** praised Syria for its anti-Israel stance and described Damascus as a 
oke un m ^ or lran ‘ an aU >» saW 1RNA. Sharaa, who arrived Tuesday, also 
"'mh w ^ mct k* 5 branion counterpart Ali Akbar Velayati and conveyed 
i essj greetings from Syrian President Hafez Al Assad, 1RNA said. U said 
, u _ - Sharaa discussed developments in the region and called for better ties 
... r , rp,n between the two countries. Khamenei also said ties should be 
r- 

^ ^ Andreotti: Israel will join peace moves 

' ALGIERS (R) — Italian Foreign Minister Ginlio Andreotti said 

SoWei (.jv Wednesday he was confident Israel would join Middle East peace 
lt>n for tut efforts by the United Stales and the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
JI1 "n i!) ir (PLO). Andreotti, on a three-day official visit to Algeria, said alter a 
world • meeting with President ChadU Benjedid that a new situation had been 
created by the Palestine National Council meeting last month in 

6 „ Algiers. In remarks quoted by the official news agency APS, the ’ 
It in Italian minister hailed the start of dialogue between Washington and 
f dipt the PLO, initiated earlier this month. “We are confident that even 

Israel will find ways of associating itself with this peace project," be 
\Pi-i;, said. 

Renewed anti-African protest in Nanking 

ice* NANKING (R) — Thousands of angry Chinese took to the streets of 
^ Nanking Wednesday, defying riot police and a ban on demonstrations, 
t* ^ m renewed protests against African students in the East China city. 
, wn 5 ukk Hundreds of police, some in riot gear and many armed with batons, 
\e cauSu facwl crowd in die city centre. “What we want is for the 
iv nistir [ 8° verament *° deal justly with the situation," said a Chinese student, 
uffi' r i It was the third successive night of street protests after a dash between 
. ' 1 ' „ 1 African students and Chinese employees of Hehai University 

^ * Saturday. . 

.me ann *. 

Afghan rebels reject Soviet call 

Duran Si NICOSIA (R) — Afghan rebel groups based in Iran and Pakistan have 
jpermarti condemned a Soviet, proposal for a U.N. peacekeeping force in 
cor and r Afghanistan, Tehran* Radio reported. The radio said the rebels 
fcpnal.*k described as a “colonialist conspiracy" the suggestion to the U.N. 

! dead. F: General Assembly on Dec. 7 by Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev. The 
radio said the rebel statement followed talks in Tehran between the 
Iran-based alliance led by Muhammad Karime Khalili and the 
3t Pakistan-based group headed by Burhannudin Rabbani (see page 2). 

m Iranian millionaire to be fashed, executed 

AM f J F 

II and - NICOSIA (R) — An Iranian court Wednesday condemned a 
Roval f. mnlh-mOUonaire to death for corruption and also ordered that he and 
na> rent- a woman friend be lashed for an illegal sex act. Seyyed Ali Mousavi, a 
inherit*-' former teacher, set up a non-interest loan foundation and became a 
rotd O'* 1 ' muUi-mfliionaire after the 1979 revolution, the Iranian news agency 
mou j y 1RNA said. Mousavi, who beaded the private Nabowat foundation, 
rental- - was also ordered to pay 1.21 billion rials ($17.8 million) to 17 
.rihofU- creditors. 

* Red Cross boosts Sudan relief 

KAMPALA (R) — The International Committee of the Red Cross 
n r ,n rY fICRC) has begun using a French air force transport plane to boost 
^ J}'”, famine-relief in rebel-held areas of southern Sudan. The C-160 
ltr ""T, Transport made its first flight Monday from Uganda's international 
vice ana *-■ at Entebbe near Kampala, to Yirol, a small settlement 

Ik ^ occupied by the rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Army, Arthur Bisig, 
ana en*f i the ICRC - S delegate in Uganda, said Wednesday. Bisig told Reuters 
i help u,,. T ransall , which can carry a payload of up to 10 tonnes, will greatly 

increase the ICRC's capacity' to fly food and medical supplies into 
three rebel-held settlements in southern Sudan. 

otes 

Qatar denounces U.S. threats against Libya 

A pj-f>' NICOSIA (R) — Qatar expressed grave concern Wednesday about 
' oV jf American threats against Libya over a chemical plant the United 
^ hunt States claims is producing weapons. “Qatar, which follows with grave 
‘ gucioii concern the American threats and media c a m paig n against Libya 
i , r fet : under the pretext it possesses a chemical weapons plant, considers that 
' h^ik there Is nothing to justify these threats," an authoritative source told 
jj f iJt the Qatar News Agency. "The threat to use force completely 
,| [be' contradicts the current general trend in the world to rely on dialogue 
^ fCU d ' and peaceful means to resolve international conflicts." 

gS GCC to mediate Bahrain-Qatar row 

Vi if NICOSIA (R) — Bahrain and Qatar have agreed to allow fellow 
Ait members of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) to try to settle a 
tong- standin g territorial dispute over a duster of islands, a Gulf 
4 official said. He said the four other members of the GCC had agreed at 
vict ** a s ummi t in Bahrain last week to arbitrate. They also agreed to a 
1 null 1 Qatari request that if the attempt did not produce results within six 
|L ; f > months, the case should be submitted to the International Court at the 
n Hague, the source added. 

„ PLO office in Riyadh now embassy 

iefl 

iv. RIYADH (R)— Saudi Arabia has decided to upgrade the PLO’s office 
tP> d 1 in the kingdom to an embassy as of Jan. 1, the Saudi Foreign Ministry 
said Wednesday. "The government of Saudi Arabia has decided to 
tin-’ consider the Palestine Liberation Organisation office in Riyadh the 
n- embassy of Palestine,” it said in a statement carried by the Saudi 
fli £ L Press Agency. It said the PLO’s representative in Riyadh would have 
QSJj the rank of ambassador. 

a***/ Vatican denies Agca wrote to Pope 

iident J 

j VATICAN CITY (R) — The Vatican denied an Italian news agency 
all. . report Wednesday that the Turk serving a Life sentence for shooting 
kfapftf Pope John Paul in 1981 had asked the pontiff for help to obtaining a 
pardon from Italy's president. The report by the smaU I Italian wws 
i n^[ . agency ADN Kronos, carried by Italian newspapersjsaid Mehmet All 
mK Agca male his request to a Christmas letter to *e Pope and that the 

Pope responded by sending him a gift. 
put V said, however, that there had been no tetter from Agca 

and no gift from the Pope. 


King chairs 
Foreign 
Ministry 
meeting 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
Wednesday chaired a meeting at 
the Foreign Ministry (see photo) 
attended by Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai, Royal Court Chief 
and the King’s advisor on 
Armed Forces Affairs Field 
Marshal Sharif Zaid I bn Shak- 
er, and Deputy Prime Minister 




and Foreign Minister Marwan 
Al Qasem. During the meeting 


King Hussein gave bis directives 
on various issues. 


No Mubarak visit to Israel for time being 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian Committee 
for the Steadfastness of the 
Palestinian People Wednesday 
opened a two- day symposium on 
housing in the occupied Arab 
territories with calls on the Arab 
World to increase support for the 
Palestinian people in a drive to 
consolidate the Palestinian identi- 
ty and maintain the Arab pre- 
sence in the occupied lands. 

The meeting will discqss work- 
ing papers on the Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities' plans in occupied 
Palestine, the role of housing in 
bolstering the steadfastness of the 
Arab inhabitants there and 
sources of financing housing pro- 
jects for them. 

Dr. Ahmad Qatauaui, who 
represented the Jordanian side at 
the talks, said the symposium was 
another link in a chain of joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian moves to 
back the Palestinian people's 
steadfastness in the face of 
Israel’s colonisation programmes. 


Qatanani, director of the Fore- 
ign Ministry’s Department of 
Palestinian Affairs, reviewed 
Israel’s repressive measures 
aimed at evicting the Arab 
population from the occupied ter- 
ritories and setting up Jewish 
settlements there as well as de- 
molishing Arab homes and im- 
posing restrictions on the Palesti- 
nians cultivating their agricultural 
lands. 

“Housing in the occupied terri- 
tories assumes special importance 
due to its direct relation with the. 
Arab-lsraeii conflict and its social 
and economic effects on the local 
population and the people's jobs 
and livelihoods," Qatanani said. 
“All measures should be taken on 
the Arab side to counter Israel’s 
Judaisation policies and plans to 
swallow up Arab territory," he 
said. 

He said the Israelis had so far 
confiscated 53 per cent of the 
Arab lands in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 


He reviewed the joint commit- 
tee's efforts in helping the Palesti- 
nians set up homes in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip through 
their own personal efforts or with 
the help of local charitable orga- 
nisations. 

The head of the Palestinian 
side to the meeting. Dr. Fuad 
Bseiso. paid tribute to Jordan's 
efforts and support for the 
Palestinian people and repeated 
that the current meeting was pan 
of joint endeavours to boost the 
steadfastness of the Palestinians 
in the face of Israel's oppression. 

Israel's expansionist plans, he 
said, require a pan-Arab stance 
and a concerted effort to set up 
Arab housing projects for the 
local inhabitants in a bid to boost 
their steadfastness. 

Reviewing Israel’s settlement 
policies, Bseiso said that todate 
the Israelis had built 222 settle- 
ments, of which 199 are in the 
West Bank housing 154,000 Jew- 
ish settlers. 


Troops kill Palestinian; Rabin 
sees new anti-uprising tactics 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers shot 
and killed a Palestinian teenager 
and wounded four other Palesti- 
nians in clashes in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
Wednesday, while a general 
strike shut shops and offices 
throughout the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Police used tear-gas to disperse 
stone throwers in Arab Jeru- 
salem, and the police spokes- 
man's office said that three 
Palestinians were detained. 

In Gaza, the army clamped a 
curfew on four refugee camps, 
confining 150,000 Palestinians to 
their homes. 

In the West Bank city of Nab- 
lus, 18-year-old Samir Shehadah 
was shot to death during a clash 
with troops. 

Three Palestinians were 
wounded by army gunfire in the 
nearby town of Tulkarem, hospit- 
al officials said. A 13-year-old 
boy was shot and wounded in a 
stone-throwing clash in the Bureij 
refugee camp near Gaza City, 
hospital officials and reporters 
said. 

The army said it was investigat- 


ing the reports. 

Shehadah was the second 
Palestinian killed in as many 
days, and his death raised to at 
least 347 the number of Palesti- 
nians killed since the uprising 
against Israeli rule began in the 
occupied territories Dec. 8, 1987. 

Shops closed, public transport 
came to a standstill and labourers 
stayed away from work to honour 
Wednesday’s strike called by up- 
rising leaders to commemorate 
the 1920 battle of Maithalun be- 
tween French and Arab forces in 
Syria. 

On Tuesday, one Palestinian 
was killed in clashes with Israeli 
troops and at least 19 were 
wounded. 

Troops raiding the West Bank 
village of Abwein encountered a 
stone-throwing mob and opened 
fire, an army spokesman said. 

Officials at nearby Ramallah 
hospital reported that 25-year-old 
villager Mohammad Omar 
Ahmad Khalil died of gunshot 
i wounds. 

Israeli Defence Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin toured the troubled 
Gaza Strip Tuesday and said that 
"traffic security" remained the 


army's main problem. 

"The main problem that we 
still cannot resolve are sporadic 
stone-throwing attacks on civilian 
and military vehicles.” he said in 
remarks broadcasr on Israel 
Radio. “I believe the army has 
found the correct ways of dealing 
with other types of violence.” 

The radio’ quoted Rabin as 
saying the army was working to- 
wards finding a “general solution, 
perhaps involving different types 
of punishment.” He did not 
elaborate. 

High school girls took to rhe 
streets Wednesday in Nablus, 
marching around the centre of 
town chanting, “With our blood 
and soul, we will revenge our 
Palestinian martyrs,” a reporter 
said. 

At the entrance to Bethlehem, 
soldiers manning a roadblock 
used computerised lists of alleged 
tax evaders to stop Local cars and 
confiscate vehicles whose drivers 
owed back taxes, an Arab repor- 
ter said. The soldiers told drivers 
they would get their cars back as 
soon as their taxes were paid. 

Palestinians have waged a tax 
boycon as part of the uprising. 


PLO: U.S. dialogue not 
enough for Mideast peace 


By Najwa Najjar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The American 
'move to open formal contacts 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) repre- 
sents only “minor changes in 
policy which do not satisfy the 
conditions for peace in the 
Middle East.” according to a 
member of the PLO Executive 
Committee who also says that 
Washington has to choose be- 
tween the international and 
Israeli positions on how to 
settle the Palestinian problem. 

Yasser Abed Rabbo, who is 
also spokesman for a high- 
level PLO delegation which 
held talks with Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai Tuesday on the 
latest developments in the new 
Palestinian peace strategy, 
said that although the U.S. 
decision to launch a dialogue 
with the PLO was “a factual 
recognition of the PLO as the 
sole legitimate representative 
of the Palestinian people,” 
Washington’s stand was far 
short of contributing positively 


to realising a just and compre- 
hensive Arab-Israeli settle- 
ment. 

Speaking to reporters 
Wednesday morning said the 
PLO delegation’s talks here 
covered issues related ro a 
proposed Arab summit and 
crystallising a united Arab posi- 
tion behind the new PLO 
strategy for Middle Easr peace 
which is in line with the will of 
the international community. 

The international commun- 
ity supports the idea of con- 
vening an effective interna- 
tional conference with the par- 
ticipation of the PLO and al] 
other parties involved in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and the 
.five permanent members of 
the Security Council and sees 
the first step in this direction as 
setting up a preparatory com- 
mittee made up of the perma- 
nent Security Council mem- 
bers to contact all sides to iron 
out differences. 

Todate r the U.S. maintains 
a different interpretation of 
the international conference 
and calls for direct Arab- 


Israeli negotiations under the 
“umbrella” of the U.N. 
However, Abed Rabbo noted 
Wednesday, U.S. Secretary of 
State George Shultz accepted 
the idea of a preparatory com- 
mittee when the proposal was 
put forward by Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze. “We now want to make 
this action more formal and 
make the pre-conference con- 
sultations more effective," 
Abed Rabbo said. “We want 
more focus on the basic issues 
and realistic moves towards 
convening an international 
peace conference.” 

On the other hand, Israel 
rejects the idea of an interna- 
tional conference and refuses 
to deal with the PLO. Instead, 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir is seeking to revive the 
1979 U.S. -brokered Camp 
David accords between Israel 
and Egypt which call for 
“Palestinian autonomy,** 
Abed Rabbo pointed out. 
“The only difference this time 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Arabs urged to boost help 
housing in occupied territories 


CAIRO (AP) — A senior aide to President 
Hosni Mubarak Wednesday called Israel's 
latest peace proposals gimmicks'- and 
urged the new American administration to 
pressure the Zionist state to take a more 
flexible position towards peace talks. 


Osama Al Buz, head of Mubar- 
ak’s political office, said Israel 
was not serious in its efforts to 
resolve the Palestinian issue and 
ruled out a visit by the Egyptian 
president to Israel for the time 
being. 

Baz said he hoped internation- 
al pressure would force Israel to 
change its position and to meet 
the Palestinians halfway. 

He spoke to foreign and Egyp- 
tian reporters 3t a press confer- 
ence organised by the Foreign 
Press Association in Cairo. 

“(Israel is) presenting counter 
proposals that, in our opinion, 
are not serious proposals for 
peace but rather gimmicks that 
are intended in direct world 
attention from the real issues in 
order to give the false impression 
that there is in effect a new Israeli 
position,” Baz said. 

He said reports from Israel 
spoke of a new “peace initiative” 


proposed b\ Pnnte Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir which revolved 
around "autonomy'* for Palesti- 
nians instead of an independent 
state. 

"if what we hear is right, what 
is being discussed in Israel is 
going back to cither the formula 
of autonomy, which has been 
superceded and surpassed by 
events and by Israeli actions and 
policies, or holding elections in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“There is no point in holding 
elections in order to set up a body 
to represent the Palestinians 
when there is in fact a body which 
represents Palestinians... it would 
be a farce." Baz stressed. 

Egypt has played a major role 
in persuading the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) to 
adopt a more moderate stance in 
order to get the peace process 
moving. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat’s 


recognition of Israel’s right to 
exist' and his renunciation of 
terrorism prompted the United 
States to hold the first official 
contacts with the organisation 
earlier this month. 

Baz lauded the American deci- 
sion to start a direct dialogue with 
the PLO. Asked about what 
Eg>pt asked from the new admi- 
nistration of President-elect 
George Bush, he said: 

“\Ve would like the Bush admi- 
nistration to persuade Israel to be 
responsive and positive as the 
PLO proved to be. and we would 
expect the Bush administration to 
give the Middle East priority in 
its contacts with its allies in 
Europe and in the Soviet Union.” 

Baz also said Egypt expected 
the new administration to take a 
"positive role" in preparations 
for an international peace confer- 
ence for the Middle East which 
would be held under the auspices 
of the United Nations. 

"We do not ask for a biased 
American position, nor are we 
trying to get the United States to 
abandon Israel. We are not in- 
terested in driving a wedge be- 
tween the United Stales and 
Israel. We are not interested in 

(Continued on page 2) 


LOCKERBIE, Scotland (Agencies) — A bomb 
blew up Pan Am Flight 103 with 259 people 
aboard as it flew over Scotland a week ago, the 
Department of Transport said Wednesday. 

A statement said investigators found “conclu- 
sive evidence of a detonating high explosive" in 
wreckage recovered from the Scottish country- 
side. 

It said the evidence was in “two parts of the 
metal luggage pallet framework." Department of 
Transport officials said a pallet is a metal contain- 
er for bolding luggage put aboard aircraft. 

The statement said: “The explosive's residues 
recovered from the debris have been positively 
identified, and are consistent with the use of a 
high-performance plastic explosive." 

The statement gave no information on the type 
of explosive, where it was hidden, or how it got 
aboard the aircraft. 

‘‘We don’t know who did it," a U.S. State 
Department official involved in counter-terrorist 
activity said on condition of not being identified. 

The statement was distributed to news orga- 
nisations in Loudon as investigators convened a 
news conference in Lockerbie, the Scottish village 
that bore the brunt of the Boeing 747 ’s flaming 
wreckage on Dec. 21. 


It said the Air Accidents Investigation Branch 
(AAIB) of the Department of Transport had 
reached “the preliminary conclusion that the 
explosion took place soon after the aircraft had 
crossed the Scottish border whilst it was in the 
cruise at 31,000 feet (9,450 metres) and that this 
led directly to its destruction." 

The conclusion was based on recovered wreck- 
age as well as the cockpit voice and flight data 
recorders, the so-called “black boxes," the state- 
ment said. 

“Much investigative work remains to be done 
to establish the nature of the explosive device, 
what it was contained in, its location In the 
aircraft, and the sequence of events immediately 
following its detonation," the statement said. 

It said wreckage, baggage and part of the pallet 
framework were being examined by Ministry of 
Defence scientists, while more items have been 
collected by AAIB investigators and “will be 
subjected to lengthy chemical and metallurgical 
forensic examinations.'' 

The plane was an hour into its flight from 
London's Heathrow airport to John F. Kennedy 
airport in New York when it broke apart in a 
fireball and rained metal on Lockerbie and 
surrounding countryside. 


U.S. said in pledge not to 
pressure Israel over PLO 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Amer- 
ican Jewish leaders said Wednes- 
day that the U.S. government 
had pledged not to press Israel io 
talk to the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

Morris Abram and Seymour 
Reich said Secretary of State 
George Shultz made the promise 
to the Conference of Presidents 
of Major American Jewish Orga- 
nisations after the United States 
opened a dialogue with the PLO 
this moivh. 

Israel angrily opposed the U.S. 
move and vowed never io talk to 


the PLO. 

“Shultz said there was no in- 
tention on rhe part of the U.S. 
government to pressure Israel to 
get into a dialogue with the 
PLO." Abram, outgoing chair- 
man of the conference of presi- 
dents, told reporters. 

Shultz also reaffirmed strong 
opposition to an independent 
Palestinian state and said Jeru- 
salem must remain “united," 
Abram added. 

The U.S. Jewish leaders stres- 
sed it was important for Israel to 
speak with one voice, after a 


period of presenting two rival 
foreign policies, and said they 
were counting on Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir to come up with 
his own peace initiative. 

Abram also called on PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat to "prove" 
he was interested in peace by 
ordering a halt to the year-old 
Palestinian uprising in the occu- 
pied territories. 

“One way or another, the vio- 
lence must cease on the West 
Bank as a prelude to any kind of 
peace process," Abram said. 


Protests against price hikes 
snowball in Sudanese capital 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Thousands of demonstrators 
flooded Khartoum's streets 
Wednesday to protest govern- 
ment-ordered price increases. 
Sudan's largest federation of 
trade unions called an indefinite 
nationwide general strike. 

Te strike declared by the two- 
million member Sudan Workers' 
Trade Union Federation is to 
begin at the start of the workday 
Thursday. Leaders vowed to 
keep the workers off the job until 
the increases are rolled back. 

Khartoum international airport 
was shut down when unions rep- 
resenting all airport workers 
struck 24 hours before the nation- 
al strike call. The walkout was 
not announced, but a security 
source confirmed that it had 
begun. 


In Egypt, an area traffic con- 
trol supervisor at Cairo interna- 
tional airport said the Khartoum 
airport had been shut down all 
day with no indication when it 
would be reopened. 

The protests and strike call 
posed Prime Minister Sadeq Al 
Mahdi's coalition government its 
toughest test since it was formed 
seven months ago. 

The government Monday 
raised the price of sugar by 500 
per cent and cigarettes by 50 per 
cent, introduced a tax on locally- 
manufactured goods and imposed 
3 15 per cent increase in imporr 
tariffs. 

It said the measures, though 
bitter and difficult, were neces- 
sary to raise funds to cover wage 
increases announced Saturday. 
There were signs Wednesday, 


however, that the government 
might back down. 

The independent newspaper Al 
Siyassa said deputies from 
Mahdi's Umnia Party, the coali- 
tion's leading partner, had called 
on the government to review the 
measures and appealed to other 
parties to do the same. 

The legislators made the call in 
a meeting chaired by Mahdi him- 
self Tuesday night, it said. 

Wednesday’s demonstrations, 
spread across Khartoum, focused 
on the cabinet offices where riot 
police, armed with machineguns 
and tear-gas cannisters, stood 
guard but did not interfere. 

Hundreds more riot police 
were deployed throughout the 
city but there were no reports of 
violence. 




2 Middle East News 


Afghan rebel leader 

rules out role for 
ex-king in settlement 



NICOSIA (Agencies) — The leader of the Pakistan- 
based Afghan Mojahedeen guerrilla alliance has 
rejected a role in any settlement in Afghanistan for 
ex-king Zahir Shah. 


"Zahir Shah belongs to history 
and he has no role in Afghanistan 
and its political future/' Burhan- 
nudin Rabbani was quoted by the 
Iranian News Agency (IRNA) as 
saying at a news conference in 
Tehran Tuesday. 

The Soviet Union recently con- 
tacted the ex-king in Italy where 
he lives in an effort to persuade 
him to take part in a settlement 
when Soviet troops withdraw 
from Afghanistan. 

“The Mujahedeen are on the 
verge of final victory and the 
formation of a government/ 1 
IRNA quoted Rabbani as saying. 

Rabbani. who led the Mujahe- 
deen team in talks with the Soviet 
Union in Saudi Arabia, denied 
suggestions that there was a ma- 
jor rift between Pakistan and 
Iran-based groups. 

Speaking in the presence of the 
spokesman for the fran-based 
Mujahedeen, Mohammed Karim 
Khalili, he said: “There isn’t any 
kind of difference or conflict be- 
tween us.” 

He said Iranian and Pakistan 
Mujahedeen would meet in the 
Pakistani town of Peshawar Feb. 
15 “to decide on the future gov- 
ernment in Afghanistan.” 

The Mujahedeen would 
cooperate with three categories 
of officials in Afghanistan 'Rab- 
bani was quoted as saying — 
those forced to accept jobs with 
the Soviet-backed government in 
Kabul, those cooperating with 
the Mujahedeen. and those “with 


no blood on their hands.” 

A Tehran daily newspaper re- 
ported that Yuli Vorontsov, 
Soviet deputy foreign minister 
and ambassador in Kabul charged 
by Moscow with finding an 
Afghan political settlement, 
would arrive in Tehran soon for 
talks with the Iran-based Mujahe- 
deen. 

The Iran-based Mujahedeen, 
operating in western Afghanistan 
and not as politically active so far 
as their Peshawar-based col- 
leagues. said two weeks ago that 
they had received an offer of talks 
from the Soviet Union, IRNA 
reported. 

“But Khalili repeated today 
(Tuesday) that a final decision on 
whether to accept or reject the 
offer has not been made.” IRNA 
said. 

Surprise Soviet move 

In London. Soviet diplomats 
surprised Afghan demonstrators 
Tuesday by inviting them into the 
embassy in London and assuring 
them that Moscow intended to 
■abide by its pledge to pull ail its 
troops out of Afghanistan by Feb. 
15. 

Three Afghan representatives 
said they were asked in when the 
Afghanistan Association in Bri- 
tain arrived at the embassy to 
present a petition on the ninth 
anniversary of the Soviet in- 
tervention in Afghanistan. 

Afghans opposed to the Soviet 
presence in Afghanistan have* 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cleric rumoured missing arrives in Syria 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Sheikh Mohammad Mehdi Shamseddine, a 
leading Lebanese Shi'ite cleric, arrived in Damascus Tuesday after 
a month's visit to Iran that he called “extremely positive.” 
Shamseddine. acting chairman of the Lebanese Higher Supreme 
Shi'ite Council, met with Iranian -leader Ayatollah Ruhollafa 
Khomeini and other top officials to discuss the situation in 
Lebanon. 

Israel frees 12 Lebanese 

TEL AVTV (R) — Israel freed 12 Lebanese Tuesday after clearing 
them of involvement in a suicide carbomb attack that killed eight 
soldiers near the Israeli-Lebanese border in October. Sources said 
the army returned the nine men and three women to the southern 
Lebanese villages of Markabe and Kafr Kela in Israel’s self- 
declared border “security zone.” 


Baz assails Israeli ‘gimmicks’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

seeing an isolated Israel, rather a 
positive Israel,” Baz said. 

He ruled out a visit by Mubar- 
ak to Israel soon. Speculation on 
such a visit erupted after the 
Egyptian president offered in two 
interviews to go to Israel if that 
would lead to the resolution of 
the Palestinian issue. 

Baz said that while Egypt had 
no “objections... inhibitions” ab- 
out holding contacts with Israel 
or any other party in the interest 
of peace, the government did not 
believe in “ceremonial meet- 
ings.” 

"At this point, it is not in the 
interest of parties to have a (sum- 
mit) meeting just to argue a point 
here or there. This is being done 
through regular channels,” Baz 
said. 

“For a meeting between the 
president and the Israeli prime 
minister or any other high-rank- 
ing Israeli official to take place 
and become fruitful, we must 


witness before holding the meet- 
ing the realisation of meaningful 
and tangible progress on the road 
to peace,” he added. 

"We believe it is Israel's turn to 
reciprocate and to take a similar 
(flexible) position that would 
allow the negotiations to start-” 
Baz said referring to the PLO’s 
moderate stance. “Israel is well- 
advised to accept entering nego- 
tiations. Israel should accept to 
recognise and co-exist with die 
Palestinian state in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip.” 

Speaking on other issues. Baz 
said that he expected Mubarak to 
visit the United States in the first 
half of 1989 to hold talks with 
Bush. 

Asked about recent attempts to 
reconcile Egypt and Syria, Baz 
said that while there was no 
objection to improving relations 
with Damascus, Egypt refused 
any preconditions attached to re- 
suming diplomatic ties. 


marked the anniversary each year 
with demonstrations. But this is 
the first time they have been 
allowed past the embassy main 
gate. 

The delegation met embassy 
counsellor Vladimir Khanjenkov 
and Third Secretary Ivan Zolotov 
for 45 minutes. 

U.S. stand 

The United States does not 
object to Zahir Shah taking part 
in forming a new Kabul govern- 
ment. U.S. Under-Secretary of 
State Michael Armacost said 
Tuesday. 

The Lftuted States would not 
place any obstacles in the way of 
Zahir Shah's return to Afghanis- 
tan if it was the Afghan people's 
wish. Armacost told an interna- 
tionally-televised Worldnet news 
conference from Washington. 

In Washington, the U.S. State 
Department said Tuesday Afgha- 
nistan's communist government 
has begun to unravel and is un- 
likely to survive if Soviet forces 
withdraw from the country as 
scheduled. 

“The shift of military momen- 
tum toward the resistance . . . 
probably is irreversible,” the de- 
partment said in an annual report 
on the Soviet intervention in 
Afghanistan. 

In his last presidential state- 
ment noting the anniversary of 
the Soviet intervention of Afgha- 
nistan. President Ronald Reagan 
said Tuesday he fully expects the 
Soviets ro withdraw their troops 
by the target date of Feb. 15. 

“1 fully expect them to honour 
their obligation to withdraw com- 
pletely by Feb. 15,” the president 
said. 



3 commandos killed 
in battle with Israelis 


SIDON (Agencies) — Three 
Palestinian commandos clashed 
in a six-hour shootout with Israeli 
troops in northern Israel early 
Wednesday, the Palestine Libera- 
tion Front (PLF) said. . 

It reported in a communique 
that the gunbattle erupted at 4 
a.m. (0200 GMT) near the north- 
ern Israeli town of Manara after 
the commandos crossed the bor- 
der from South Lebanon. 

“The fate of the attackers is 
unknown. More details will be 
released later." the communique 
said. 

The PLF is a small faction of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

The faction's leader, Taalat 
Yacoub. died of a heart attack in 
Algiers last month after a meet- 
ing of the Palestine National 
Council. 


The PLF communique said 
Wednesday's attack was “dedi- 
cated as a memorial for Taalat 
Yacoub. a champion of armed - 
struggle to liberate Palestine/ 1 

An Israeli spokesman : said 
Israeli troops killed three Palesti- 
nian fighters trying to cross.the 
border from Lebanon during^the 
night. 

It was the second time in three 
days soldiers clashed with com- 
mandos at the Lebanese village of 
Mus Al label, close to the Israeli 
settlement of Kibbutz Manara. 
The army said Monday it killed 
another three commandos. . 

Before Wednesday's dash; an 
Israeli army spokesman said its 
troops and the Israeli-backed 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia had encountered comman- 
dos 632 times in Lebanon in 1988 


A Syrian soldier loans check-point in west Beirut. 
The Syrian deterrent force deployed in west Beirut 


have frequently intervened to end factional fighting 
(Sygma photo) 


PLO: Dialogue is not enough 


Syrian troops halt renewed 
Beirut Amal-HizboIIah clash 


BEIRUT (R) — Syrian troops 
took up positions in trouble spots 
in Beirut's southern suburbs after 
intervening to end fierce clashes 
between rival militiamen, secur- 
ity sources said Wednesday. 

The fighting between militia- 
men of Amal and Hizbollah (Par- 
ty of God) erupted Tuesday but 
ended that night after Syrian 
troops intervened, they added. 

No casualties were reported in 
the exchanges involving 
machinegun fire and rocket-prop- 
elled grenades in the Ghobeir and 
Bir Al Abed districts in the de- 
nsely-opulated southern suburbs. 

Some of the 17 Western hos- 
tages in Lebanon are believed 
held in the impoverished suburbs 


of Hizbollah. 

Shi'ite mufti Sheikh Adel Amir 
Kabalan. who wields strong influ- 
ence on Amal. urged gunmen on 
both sides to avoid “falling again 
in a mad and futile war.” 
Sheikh Mohammad Hussein 
Fadlallah. the spiritual mentor of 
Hizbollah, appealed to Amal and 
Hizbollah to halt “the fighting 
which'has claimed innocent lives, 
destroyed houses, displaced 
oppressed people.” 

At least 29 people were killed 
and 72 wounded in five days of 
fighting between Amal and Hiz- 
bollah in the southern suburbs 
last month and afterwards spilled 
over into west Beirut. 

The two factions, vying for 


dominance of Lebanon's 1.5 mil- 
lion Shi'ites, have frequently 
fought since 1984 when Hizbollah 
emerged as a challenge to Amal. 

Amal ousted some 1.000 Hiz- 
bollah fighters from South Leba- 
non in April. In May two sides 
battled in the suburbs and some 
500 people were killed. 

Syria, which maintains some 
25.000 troops in Lebanon, halted 
the May battles by deploying 
thousands of soldiers in the sub- 
urbs. 

Hizbollah, financed and 
ideologically inspired by Iran, 
seeks a greater political role 
among Lebanon's Shi'ites while 
Amal wants to maintain its lead- 
ing role. 


Ex-Mossad chief details human smuggling 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Isser Hard, 
the former chief of Israel’s M os- 
sad intelligence acivice. was 
quoted as saying Tuesday that 
Mossad agents have cooperated 
with the Spanish Franco regime 
to smuggle some 76.000 Jews out 
of Arab states in North Africa. 

In a Ben Gurion University 
lecture Tuesday. Hard said Israel 
began an operation aimed at 
underground Jewish emigration 
from North Africa's Arab states 
as early as in 1955. by sending a 
special agent. Israel radio re- 
ported. 

The agent returned with a re- 
port that Jewish youths in the 
Arab countries of North Africa 
were ready to organise "self-de- 
fence” units. 


Israel then sent 20 Arabic 
speakers and former army offic- 
ers and soldiers to North Africa. 
Their task was to mobilise Jews 
who were then trained at Israeli 
army bases and in France. Hard 
was quoted as saying. 

Illegal Jewish emigration began 
in I960 and continued till 1963. 
Hard was quoted as saying. Dur- 
ing that period. Israel smuggled 
out some 101.000 Jews from 
North Africa, mostly from 
Morocco. 

About 25.000 Harel was 
quoted as saying, emigrated with 
the help of false documents. But 
at a later stage, it became clear 
the method could not fit the rest 
of North Africa's Jewrv. 


Some 76,000 Jews were thus 
taken out with the help of the 
fascist Franco regime in Spain, 
the radio quoted Hard as saying. 

“To our surprise, senior offi- 
cials Of the Franco regime in 
Spain agreed to cooperate with 
us.” the* - local Itim news agency 
quoted Harel as saying. Israel 
paid about $500,000 for that 
cooperation. 

The former Mossad chief was 
quoted as saying that these Jews 
were smuggled to the Spanish- 
controlled zones in North Africa. 
From there, they were taken via 
the sea to Gibraltar, Spain, the 
French port of Marseilles and, 
rmally. Israel. 

The former Mossad chief was 


also quoted as saying that when 
the operation started, Israel’s 
leadership headed by Prime 
Minister David Ben-Gurion gave 
an order to deny immigration to 
the elderly, disabled or chronical- 
ly sick people. 

However the order was cancel- 
led after Hard asked Ben-Gurion 
what would happen to a Jewish 
widow and her 10 children whom 
Mossad agents found in a remote 
corner of Morocco. 

In response, Ben-Gurion 
ordered to bring all the Jews of 
North Africa to Israel, Itim 
quoted Harel as saying. 

Harel was responsible for illeg- 
al emigration in his capacity as 
Mossad chief from 1952 to 1963. 


(Continued from page 1) 

is that Shamir wants (the 
Camp David provisions) under 
the auspices of the two super- 
powers instead of one,” he 
said. “Any continuation of this 
policy of blindness will only 
lead to a deadlock,” he said. 

Abed Rabbo, who attended 
a round of talks between the 
PLO and the U.S. in Tunis 
earlier this month — the first 
formal meeting between the 
two sides in 13 years — said 
another encounter was sche- 
duled to be held in the second 
half of February to discuss 
"political issues.” He said he 
believed that the new U.S. 
administration of George 
Bush, who takes office Jan. 20. 
will continue the same policy 
outlined by the outgoing 
Reagan administration. "I 
don't see any reason why it 
should not.” Abed Rabbo 
said. 

Answering a question 
whether the U.S. goal of open- 
ing a dialogue with the PLO 
was an end to the one-year-old 
Palestinian uprising in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. Abed Rabbo said the 
intifada was not an issue up for 
discussions with the U.S. 

However, he disclosed that 
a document prepared by 
Shultz and passed on to the 
PLO through the Swedish gov- 
ernment in early December 
"hinted at a moratorium (on 
the uprising) once negotiations 
begin at the international con- 
ference.” 

"But, we said that unless 
this clause was cancelled, we 
would not discuss anything. 
Subsequently, the clause was 
cancelled,” Abed Rabbo said. 
“The intifada is a movement of 
an «ntirepeople, not a military 
or paramilitary operation.” 

Vowing that the uprising 


will continue until the Palestf 
nian people achieve their goal 
of an independent state. Abed 
Rabbo said: “Without the u»- 
tifada, all that is presently 
being discussed will not jneah 
anything. It is our basic line of 
policy.” 

According to Abed Rabbo, 
the immediate political prog- 
ramme of tbe PLO includes 
strengthened relations with 
Arab states, with particular 
focus on the countries in con- 
frontation line with Israel. 2h 
this context. Abed Rabbo indi- 
cated that there was a possibil- 
ity of rapprochement between 
the PLO and Syria. "We are 
hoping for a Palestinian -Syrian 
dialogue/' he said without ela- 
boration. 

An Arab summit is expected 
to be held in the next two 
months. By then, the PLO is 
also expected to announce .a 
provisional government repre- 1 
senting the Palestinian people 
inside and outside the occu- 
pied territories, Abed Rabbo 
said. “Studies and consulta- 
tions on the provisional gov- 
ernment are ongoing and de- 
tails will be discussed at the 
next meeting of the PLO Ex- 
ecutive Committee/' he said. 

Asked why Mustafa Al Zib- 
ri, representative of the Popu- 
lar Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) did not 
attend this week's meeting of 
the PLO Executive Committee 
in Baghdad and why he voiced 
criticism of the PLO chair- 
man's peace strategy. Abed 
Rabbo said there had always 
been differences within the : 
PLO. “But we have proved 
that we can solve these prob- 
lems," he said. “Moreover, 
due to the intifada, the differ- 
ences have been reduced and 
we can cal] them ‘ijtihadat' 
(interpretations)," he said. 


Iran under pressure to do more to cement ties with West 


By Eric Hall 
Reuter 

DUBAI — Iran's release of a 
jailed Briton is the first fruit of 
renewed ties with London but 
Tehran is under pressure to do 
more to cement relations with 
the outside world, according to 
Western diplomats in the Gulf. 

Since the August ceasefire in 
the Gulf war. Tehran has 
moved fast to reopen doors 
which were slammed after the 
1979 revolution and during its 
eight-year war with Iraq. 

Iran has renewed diplomatic 
ties with France, Canada and 
Britain and has preferred the 
olive branch to Arab Gulf 
states which gave varying de- 
grees of support to Iraq during 
the war. 


Briton Nicholas Nicola, 
arrested two years ago for ille- 
gally entering Iran and being in 
possession of two weapons, 
was released Monday. 

Another Briton. Roger 
Cooper, is still imprisoned for 
alleged spying. 

Britain 3nd Iran said Nico- 
la's release was a major step 
forward in relations, but diplo- 
mats said Iran still faced a 
problem of credibility in the 
eyes of Western and neigh- 
bouring Arab states. 

“They are having difficulty 
living down their past,” said 
one Western diplomat. 

The diplomats said this 
tendency to expect the worst of 
Iran was reflected most recent- 
ly after the crash of a Pan Am 
airliner in Scotland Dec. 21 


when an anonymous caller told 
Western news agencies that a 
little-known group linked to 
Iran was responsible. 

Iranian officials moved 
quickly to deny this and 
affirmed that Iran stood 
against terrorism. 

But events in Iran's recent 
past still sit uneasily in the 
minds of many and give even 
wild allegations the power to 
harm Iran's new image of 
peace, the diplomats said. 

Such incidents as the 1979 
detention of U.S. hostages in 
Tehran and the 1983 destruc- 
tion of U.S. marine headquar- 
ters in Beirut by Iranian- linked 
bombers remain major blocks 
to improved trust from 
Washington's point of view, 
they said. 


Pro-Iranian radicals are be- 
lieved to be holding most of 
the 17 Westerners missing and 
believed kidnapped in 
Lebanon. 

When an Iranian gunboat 
stopped a British tanker in the 
Gulf this month to check its 
papers, there was immediate 
concern that Iran could be 
showing its military muscle 
again in sea lanes Which only 
months earlier were lit by 
burning tankers. The incident 
proved to be a misunder- 
standing. 

Internal rifts 

But divisions in Iran are as 
much a threat to its diplomatic 
initiatives as are the views ab- 
out its intentions. 

The threat is partly due to a 


continued split in the govern- 
ment between those who wish 
to come out of isolation and 
those who wish to sustain the 
ideals of the revolution, diplo- 
mats said. 

“There is still a little pushing 
and shoving going on in 
Tehran. The jury is still out,” 
said a Western diplomat. 

In the Gulf, Saudi Arabia 
cut ties with Iran last April 
after accusing it of enemy-like 
acts. 

Tehran’s relations with some 
other Gulf states were severely 
strained by attacks on their 
shipping during the war and by 
suggestions that Iran was link- 
ed to sabotage attempts in 
Bahrain and Kuwait. 

But last week members of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 


(GCC), grouping Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Oman, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, made it clear they 
wanted better relations with 
Iran. " ~ _ 

When all the diplomatic 
niceties are resolved, the focus 
returns to deadlocked peace 
talks with Iraq. 

While the guns on tbe Gulf 
war fronts have been silent for" 
more than four months, they 
are still in place and could be 
rapidly brought into action 
should the fragile ceasefire 
break down. 

For those in power in the 
region and many nations 
beyond its borders.; the 
thought of preventing a re- 
newed Gulf war is a major spur 
to fostering relations with Iran. 
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21:55 Programme on Islamic art 

22:40 Arabic film 

23:00 News summary in Arabic 

23:10 Film (coctd. ) 

PROGRAMME TWO 
.18:00 Dcs chiffrcs et de lettres 
18:30 Documentary 


1WJ0 

19:15 

1W0 

tW5 

2fc«0 

20-je 


News in French 

UnDBPhs 

News in Hebrew 

Varieties 

New* in Arabic 

Bill Cosby Show 
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tUS Dbuhr 

14:22 Asr 
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18:07 ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 

632785. 

S*. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

De hi SaUe Church Tel. 661757 
Tcmmla Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 

625541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 

775261. 


St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tci. 
685326. 

Evaagdtcsl Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

Rainbow Congregation Tel. 822605. 
The Chaefa of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 815817. 821264 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by Uic Deportment of 
Meteorobpy. 

It will be partly cloudy and another 
rise on temperature will occur. Winds 
wQl be light and variable becoming 
southeasterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds wiO be northerly moderate and 
seas cainj. 

Min. /max. temp. 

Amman 4/10 

Aqaba 3/18 

Deserts I / 12 

Jordan VaJicy 8 / 19 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 9. Aqaba 17. Humidity readings: 
Amman 91 per cent. Aqaba 36 per 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hishnm Abu Arqouh 893122 

Dr. Daoud Al Samhoun 778526 

Dr. Musa Bashir 615487 

Dr. Joseph Imsih TTltftiO 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 77SMo 

Al Ascma pharmacy (*371)55 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pnarmacy 644945 

Shmeisam pharmacy 637660 

IKBID: 

Dr. Abdul Karim Al Abwch ...... I— J 

Al Sharaa’ pharmacy 9R5238 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ziad Salim (—1 

Khoiifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Directorate 661 1 II 

Cavil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Cavil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 198. 691228 


Blood Bank 778303 

Highway Poltce 843402 

Traffic Police 63914 1 

PuNic Security Directorate 

* 656000 / 685111 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Pncc Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7371 f ( 

Telephone information 

(directory assistance) 12 

Overseas Calls 17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repain 661101 

Jordan Tclcvisron 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 6)5615 
Electric Power 

Company 648411. 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08*53200 

Ouccn Alia [ntl. Airport...... 08-52000 

' HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 81381302 

Khabdi Maternity. J. Anut... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity, J. Ann.,.. 642441/2 

Jab-.il Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J, Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani 664171/4 


Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

Tbe Islamic. Abdali .......... 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Mubajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Asfarafidi 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA. 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

IbuSina Hospital (09)986732 

DVD: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

IbnAJNafecs Hospital ( 02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess tiaya Hospital .... (03)314111 

MARKET PRICES 


Uppcr/hwcr pike in fib per kg. 

Apple 500/400 

Banana 350 / 300 

Banana (Mitkammar) 300 / 250 

Beans 440/400 

Broad beans 650 / 500 

Cabbage 130/100 

Carrots 260/200 

Cauliflower 190 1 130 

Cucumbers 360 / 300 

Dates 625 / 500 


Eggplant (large) 80 / 50 

Eggplant (small) 200 150 

Garik 300/250 

Grapefruit 160/120 

Lemon 220 160 

Marrow (large) 100/ 70 

Marrow (small) isn / 120 

Orange (French) 320 1 260 

Orange (Shammnuti) 320 / 260 

Orange (local) 220/ 160 

Onion (dry) 2I» / 160 

Pepper (hot) 300 / 250 

Pepper (sweet) 2X0/220 

Potato 270 t 200 

Spinach 120 / 80 

Mandarin £0 ■’ ISO 

Tomatoes 320 / 280 
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PROGRAMME TWO 

.... Feature film: “La Carapatc" 

J*®! Newsin Freak 

Documentary 

"*® News in Hebrew 

2”® Ncwsin Arabic 

Charles in Charge: 

New cycle previeur 

I™ News in English" 

.-...FUmSt. 

Three’s Company'-: 

PRAYER times 


fig Fair 

** 
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National News 


PRINCE HASSAN VISITS GHQ: hi* 

Royal Highness Crown Prince Hsuan Wednesday visited Uw 
Jordanian Armed Forces Headquarters where he was received by 
Chief of StafT General Fatbi Abu Taleb, a number oFhts aides, and 
(he Armed Forces inspector general. Prince Ilassan discussed with 
Abu Taleb matters of concern to the Armed Forces (PeLrq pbo(Q) 
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SHARIF ZAID HONOURED: Chief ol Slnlf General Falhi Ahu 
Taleh Wednesday hosted a reception in honour of Chief ol the Roval 
Hashemite C’oun Field Marshal Shard Zaui I bn Shaker, The 
reception was attended by the directors of the Public Security 
Department, the Intelligence Department, the Civil Defence Depart - 
meni. and ihe National Medical Institution in addition to the Ruval 
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Air Force commander, the Jordanian Armed Forces inspector 
general, and senior Armed Forces officers. At the end of the 
reception Ahu Taleb presented a token gift to Sharif Zuid. (Petra) 


Cabinet approves raising 
volume of trade with Iraq 


SMMAN (Prira. J.T.)' — The 
ouncil of ministers Wednesday 
ipproved of minutes issued by 
he joint Jordunian-lraqi Higher 
Tomminee meeting which was 
leld in Baghdad from Dec. 14 to 
Dec. IS. under the co-chair- 
nanship of Prime Minister Zaid 
*ifai and Iraqi First Deputy 
s rime Minister Taha Yassin 
Ramadan. 

: The committee agreed on rais- 
ing the volume of exchanged 
cods between Iraq and Jordan 
j SiHH) million in 1989. It decided 
■5 raise the annual quota of 


Jordanian and Iraqi trade centres 
to S75 million each per annum 
and to allow the two sides to hold 
industrial trade fairs in Amman 
and Baghdad to sell S2 million 
worth ol products directly to the 
public. 

Each country will be given pre- 
ferential treatment in trade con- 
ducted by either side. 

The council of ministers also 
appointed Suleiman Dajani as 
Jordan's non-resident ambassa- 
dor to Thailand and Nepal in 
addition to his current position as 
ambassador to India. 
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Hlindawi to head higher 
council of education 

i 


iMMAN (Petra. J.T.) — The 
ouncil of ministers Wednesday 
nnounced the lormutiun ol the 
iigher Council of Education 
.vhich Ls to be chaired by Deputy 
Jrime Minister and Minister of 
Iducation Thouqan Hindawi. 

The council which passes deci- 
sions on all matters related to 
uni vanities and community col- 
leges yill include as members, rhe 
following: minister of Higher 
Eduction who will also he depu- 
ty chirman. minister of Awqaf 
and Humic Affairs, president of 
the Civil Service Commission, 
secraary general of the Higher 
Courril for Science and Technol- 
ogy, president of the Yarmouk 


University, secretary general of 
the Ministry of Planning, secret- 
ary general of the Ministry of 
Education, director of education 
at the Jordanian Armed Forces, 
director of education at the Ign- 
ited Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA ). director general of 
the - Department of Statistics, 
dean of (he Faculty of Agricul- 
ture at the University of Jordan, 
director general of the Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company, Dr. 
Ishaq Al Farhan. Dr. Rima Kha- 
laf. Dr. Victor Bilich. Dr. Amal 
Bakir. Ms. Nabifa Wahbeh, and 
rhe director of rhe Curricula De- 
partment at the Ministry of 
Education. 


CARTOGRAPHY GRADUATES: A group of students graduated 
WeJnesday from the Royal Jordanian Geographic Centre (RJGC) 
afltr completing a 27 month training course in cartography. The 14 
snnents. mostly from Bahrain, were trained in drawing maps with 
:hehe!p of topographic surveys. aerial photography. They also took 
:otrses in' English, mathematics and underwent lield training. The 
litre’s director. Oqluh, Duehimat. presented diplomas and gifts to 
Lhigraduaies at a ceremony attended by a number of guests. (Petra) 


| WHAT’S GOING ON 

7|e following listings ore compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tk daily Arabic press. Readers are ud\ ised to verify the listed 
ripe and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 


An art exhibition by Friends of Plastic .Art in Gulf countries at 
the National Gallery. 

The youth’s art exhibition which displays 101 paintings showing 
the different aspects of social life in Jordan at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre. 

An exhibition of works by Contemporary Arab Artists at Al 
Wasiti Art Gallery. 

An exhibition of paintings by Jordanian artist Farouk Lambaz 
at Alia Art Gallery — 5:30 p.m. 

The Jordanian plastic art exhibition at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 


POETRY RECITAL 


©etry recital by the Arab poet Abdul Rahman Al Abnoudp.ai 
iul Hamid Shoman Foundation — 6:00 p.m. 

FILMS 

nese fOms “Beijing Kebabs” and “The Loner” are shown 
SSL , iZtMff respective!) at the Royal Cultural 

itre — - 7:00 p.m. 

mature film entitled “On the Water Front” at the American 
itre — 7:00 p-m. 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Wednesday chairs a meeting of the committee for the development of the 
Jordan Valley (Petra photo) 


Committee discusses development 
of touristic sites in Jordan Valley 


AMMAN (J.T.f — Her Majesty 
Queen Nuur Wednesday chaired 
a committee meeting on the pro- 
tection of the environment ;ind 
development of touristic sites in 
rhe Jordan Valley. 

The committee meeting, which 
was held at Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF), discussed the 
progress on recommendations 
made in earlier meetings of the 
committee and discussed the re- 
commendations of the national 
development meeting which was 
held in Amman in November 
under the patronage of His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

The coin mi t tee introduced a 
few executive recommendations 
aimed at dealing with environ- 
mental problems and allocated 
responsibilities to different de- 
partments to continue the studies 
on the relcvcnt issues and present 
solutions. 

The projects reviewed by the 
committee dealt with establishing 
national parks and serviced picnic 
areas in the Jordan Valley with a 
view to providing maximum basic 
services to the public. 

The committee reviewed a 


On the issue of- the develop- 
ment of South Shunch, a propos- 
al was accepted by the committee 
to establish a South Shunch 
Development Council which will 
he assigned the duty to coordin- 
ate between the private and pub- 
lic sectors. 

The council would work with 
the municipality of South Shun- 
eh on projects to develop and 
beautify the area. 

The next meeting of the com- 
mittee was scheduled for rhe end 
of January 1989. 

draft law to protect (he area lront 
pollution as a result of discarded 
plastic waste, solid and liquid 
garbage left by visitors, as well as 


dealing with problems of natural . 
manure which attracts flies and is : 
a nuisance to ihe public. 

The committee also recom- 
mended a comprehensive study | 
of tlic areas visited by the public 
in the Jordan Valley, with a view 
to providing these areas with 
waste disposal services and de- 
veloping the area touristicaily. 

The committee welcomed a 
suggestion from the private sector 
to establish a factory in the Jor- 
dan Valley which would be able 
to deal with the prublem of plas- 
tic waste and recycling it. The 
committee asked the Jordan Val- 
ley Authority to speed up work 
on this suggestion and implement 
it. 


QUEEN OPENS CULTURAL SEASON: Her Majesty Queen 
Noor Wednesday opened a seven-day plastic art season — 1988 at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. The season displays more than 2(K1 pieces of 
art including paintings, ceramics, and graphics, it also includes 
several pieces of art by Their Royal Highnesses Princess Alia, 
Princess Wijdan Alt and Princess Fahrulnisa Zaid. Present at the 
opening ceremony was Minister of Culture and National Heritage 
Dr. Mohammad Hammouri, the ministry’s secretary general and 
senior officials, in addition to a number of artists. The minister 
termed the season as an event designed to bolster and consolidate the 
cultural and artistic movement in Jordan. | Petra) 





Social Security Corporation Director General Mahdi Al Farhan and 
Yarmouk University President Mohammad Ham dan Wednesday sign 
a loan agreement in Amman (Petra photo) 


Yarmouk 
to receive 
JD2m 

housing loan 
from SSC 

AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Social Security Corporation 
(SSC) is to lend Yarmouk Uni- 
versity JD 2 million to help con- 
struct residential quarters for uni- 
versity staff, according to an 
agreement signed here 
Wednesday. 

The agreement was signed by 
SSC Director General Mahdi Al 
Farhan and University President 
Mohammad Hamdan. 

Earlier this year Yarmouk Uni- 
versity awarded a contract to a 
local company to start construct- 
ing residential quarters for female 
students at the cost of JD 4.405 
million, and the project was set to 
be completed in 700 days. 

The project also entails build- 
ings for sendees and utilities, 
courts for sports activities — such 
as volleyball, basketball, a tennis 
court and others. 


The SSC grants loans for hous- 
ing projects, especially those to 
benefit government employees 
and citizens employed in the pri- 
vate sector who are covered by 
the SSC laws, as well as universi- 
ties and organisations. 

In October Farhan told a press- 
conference in Amman that the 
SSC has spent JD 37 million in 
benefits to 130,000 individuals, 
out of a total of 500.000 who arc 
covered by the SSC, and made 
investments in various sectors 
and projects totalling JD 82 mil- 


lion. 

Beneficiaries from the SSC 
programmes get pension when 
they reach the age of retirement, 
for occupational injuries, sicknes- 
ses and disability. 

The SSC. which started off in 
1980 with a JD 5 million capital 
has now accumulated JD 250 
million and out of the JD 82 
million that went into invest- 
ments, JD 2b million are now 
benefiting local industries and JD 
24 million have been invested in 
tourist projects. 


Students taking vocational courses begin exams 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 
8.839 students taking vocational 
courses at the Tawjihi level in 
government schools of Jordan, 
Wednesday sal for the first ses- 
sion of the mid-year examinations 
set by the Ministiy of Education. 

The director of the ministry’s 
Examinations Department, 
Abdul Rahman Shubeilat. said 
the examinations begin daily at 
nine in the morning to give ample 
time to the students to reach their 
assigned halls. 

On Thursday a total of 58,618 
students wilt take the first session 
of Tawjihi examinations, in the 
scientific and literary- streams, in 
addition to the vocational streams 
which include nursing, commer- 
cial. agricultural, industrial 


streams and hotel management. 

The first examination which 
was scheduled for Tuesday was 
postponed due to the bad weath- 
er conditions that prevailed in 
Jordan. 

According to Shubeilat 768 ex- 
amination halls have been 
assigned of which 254 hulls are in 
Amman alone and the rest distri- 
buted in the Irbid, Zarqa. Balqa, 
Karak, Mafraq, Ma’an and 
Tafileh govemorates. 


Earlier this month the Ministry 
of Education announced that stu- 
dents in the occupied West Bank 
schools will take the General 
Secondary School Certificate 
(Tawjihi) examinations only once 
and at the end of the currenr 
1988-1989 scholastic year in June 
1989. 

Schools in the occupied lands 
have been closed for more than a 
year because of the uprising. 


NEW MAP OF JORDAN: The Royal Jordanian Geographic 
Centre (RJGC) has published a map of the Kingdom for public use at 
a scale of 1/750.000 showing Jordan’s tourist sites in addition to the 
plans of major cities in the country. The RJGC deems the recently 
published map as ‘'indispensable” to tourists and visitors. Copies of 
the map can be obtained from the RJGC at Jubeiha, near the 
Ministry of Higher Education. 


Department of Customs issues 
new regulations for foreign cars 


AMMAN (Peira) — Cars with 
foreign licence plates brought in 
by their owners for temporary 
stay in Jordan should abide by a 
set of regulations as of the first of 
January 1989. in accordance with 
new instructions issued by the 
Department of Customs. 

The department Director 
Genera! Adel Oudah said that 
the instructions were issued to 
conform to the council of minis- 
ters’ recent ban on the importa- 
tion of cars for one year. Qudah 
said from now on care with non- 
Jordanian plates will be required 
to prove that they had been reg- 
istered in their own country, with 
a valid licence, on international 
transit manifest issued by a recog- 
nised automobile club and a local 
insurance covering their stay in 
Jordan. 


Cars with no licence plates or 
with no valid licence would be 
referred to customs for the re- 
quired procedures. “Should these 
cars fail to show an international 
transit manifest, they will be 
allowed to stay for one week 
only.” Qudah said. » 

He said Jordanians bringing in 
such cars should have them reg- 
istered under their own names, 
they should cany a work permit 
from the country where the car 
had been registered, with a valid 
licence with their names appear- 
ing on the international transit 
manifest, otherwise the car will 
be referred to Lhe customs au- 
thorities. 

Non- Jordanians bringing in 
such cars must prove that they are 
registered under their names and 
they should be residents of the 
countries which issued licence 


plates to the cars in question. 

If the visitor is Egyptian then 
the Egyptian-Jordanian agree- 
ment would be implemented. 

Lebanese visitors bringing in 
cars with valid licences and inter- 
national transit manifest, will be 
allowed to stay for three months 
but if the driver of a Lebanese car 
is not Lebanese, the car would be 
referred to the customs author- 
ities to deal with it. Qudah noted. 

He said the new instructions 
exempt Saudi cars from interna- 
tional transit manifest If driven by 
Saudi nationals, otherwise only 
three months would be allowed 
for the driver to stay in Jordan. 

Should any cars under any of 
the previously mentioned cate- 
gories leave the country for a 
while and re-enter wirhin one 
month they would be allowed to 
stay one more week. 




Ministry studies market 
needs for frozen meat 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The Ministry of Supply has not 
taken a final decision on the importation of frozen 
meat and is currently conducting a detailed study on 
the local market needs of this commodity, according 

General Abdallah Al 


to Ministry Secretary 

Hawamdeh. 

The ministry, he said, is study- 
ing the meat situation in Jordan 
as a whole lu maintain a balance 
between local production and im- 
ports. It hopes to stimulate the 
animal husbandry and increase 
animal wealth. 

He said that the Ministry of 
Supply was cooperating with the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the 
Armed Forces on the best speci- 
fications of frozen meat and the 
best terms under which this type 
of meat can be imported for the 
local consumers. 

Hawamdeh said that Jordan 
must ha\e sufficient number of 
qualified scores to deal with the 
frozen meat for which extra care 
must be taken to ensure it would 
not be mixed with the fresh meat. 

On the existing centres and 
butcheries that sell imported 
fresh meat. Hawamdeh told the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, that 
the ministry is currently looking 
for a wax to help their owners to 


avoid losses especially since they 
were earlier assigned by rhe 
ministry to sell the fresh meat, 
which is consumed by the major- 
ity of rhe Jordanians. 

Reports in the local press based 
on hints by ministry officials said 
that the government was contem- 
plating the idea of halting fresh 
meat imports and substituting it 
with frozen meat, while also con- 
templating the import of addi- 
tional amounts of fish from Oman 
and boosting the sale of locally 
produced poultry meat. 

Hjwamdeh said in the current 
weather conditions and during 
the Christmas and New Year 
holidays no fresh meat is being 
imported, but these imports will 


resume os of Jan. 8. 

To cover the temporary shor- 
tage of fresh meat, he said, the 
Ministry of Supply has provided 
the military and civil consumer 
corporations with additional 
amounts of poultry meat. 

Hawamdeh said the Ministry of 
Supply had reached agreement 
with the local food merchants not 
to raise the prices of foodstuff 
without first consulting with the 
ministry, which is currently con- 
ducting a study on the prices of 
dried milk upon request of the 
importers. 

Hawamdeh told Petra that the 
Ministry of Supply stores are re- 
suming the process of selling bar- 
ley and bran now at subsidised 
prices, a process which had been 
undertaken previously by the Jor- 
dan Cooperative Organisation. 

He said the ministry will pro- 
vide the animal feed from now on 
in accordance with the number of 
the farm animals owned by each 
farmer. 


HAJ HASSAN MEETS UAE ENVOY: Transport and Telecom- 
munications Minister Khaled Al Haj Has>un Wednesday discussed 
with UAE Ambassador in Amman Mohammad Jasem Shukur 
cooperation in the fields of transport and telecommunications. 
(Petra) 


CDD teams praised for saving 
tourists from floods in Petra 


AMMAN t J.T. j — Civil Defence 
Department tCDD) teams were 
praised by foreign embassies in 
Amman for rescuing seven fore- 
ign tourists besieged by .floods 
and snow in rhe ancient Naha lean 
city of Petra during the storm 
over the past three days. 

Other CDD teams saved seven 
families in the Jizan area near 
Qatraneh being cut off by rain 
water and snow, according to 
reports in the local press 
Wednesday. 

The reports said that the rain 
water flooded many homes in 
Jizan. Mumia. and Bathan near 
Karak and the CDD men re- 
moved the residents to safer 
ground. 


The storm, which brought in 
heavy rain and snow to many 
parts of the country, has now- 
receded as the low depression 
moved north eastward towards 
Iraq, according to the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Ministry of Agriculture offi- 
cials said that the reservoir be- 
hind the King Talal Dam has now- 
stored 55 million cubic metres of 
water out of a total capacity of 90 
million cubic metres, and that 
underground water has been re- 
plenished. 

The storm caused damage to 
property and cars, disrupted com- 
munications and telephone lines 
in many regions and caused some 
injuries, but no deaths were re- 


ported. 

The Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) however reported 
the death of a 38 year-old man in 
Salt due to asphyxiation. 

It said the man and three of his 
friends all of Egyptian nationality 
had lit a charcoal fire in their 
room to warm themselves during 
the storm and did not let fresh air 
in. 

The police in Irbid also re- 
ported that the body of a nine- 
year-old boy was found lying be- 
hind a factory building in the 
Irbid camp and was taken to the 
Princess Basma Hospital in Irbid 
for autopsy to determine the 
cause of death. 


GUVS to contribute JD 40,000 
to Madaba rehabilitation centre 


MADABA (Petra) — The 
General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) will contribute 
JD 40.000 to a projected centre 
for the rehabilitation of handicap- 
ped people which is sponsored by 
the Saladdin Charitable Society, 
according’ to an announcement 
here Wednesday. 

The announcement, made by 
the society president, said that 
the Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing has now completed work 
on designs and engineering plans 
for the project, the feasibility 
studies of which were carried out 


by the Queen Alia Jordan Social 
Welfare Fund (QAF). 

• The president said that the 
project was expected to offer 
rehabilitation and special educa- 
tion services to some 1,000 chil- 
dren from the Madaba district 
found by the QAF to be suffering 
from different handicaps. 

He said work on the construc- 
tion of the project is expected to 
start early in 19S9. 

According to plans, the project 
entails building classrooms, play- 
grounds, meeting halls, gardens 
and workshops for vocational 


training, and the whole project is 
expected to cost JD 120.000. 

Referring to other activities, 
the society president said a dress- 
making workshop is now oper- 
ational and typing lessons are 
being given free of charge to 
young women from needy fami- 
lies. A number of scholarships 
have also been awarded to poor 
students at community colleges. 

in addition, he said, the society 
has provided a health clinic to 
offer treatment to the handicap- 
ped children and has opened a 
library for students. 
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Israel’s ostrichism 

EGYPT'S President Hosni Mubarak may have gambled and 
lost over his insistence that his proposed visit to Israel be 
made contingent on Israel's acceptance to engage the PLO 
in talks leading to an overall settlement of the Palestinian 
conflict. But this is besides the point. What is even more 
relevant is that Cairo is putting all its weight behind the 
PLO as the principal interlocutor in any negotiations on the 
resolution of the Palestinian question. Equally important is 
the fact that Egypt is drifting further and further away from 
the Camp David accords as basis for future negotiations on 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. All such signals from Egypt lend 
added force to the credentials of Egypt as the heart and 
spirit of the Arab World and whose return to the Arab fold 
and the Arab League must become an Arab national 
request. 

Moreover, Mubarak's conditional offer to visit Israel is 
clearly due to the worldwide recognition that Tel Aviv is 
seeking to throw red herrings in the path of the emerging 
international mainstream on the future course of the 
Arab-Israeli talks. Israel's continued ostrichism in the face 
of new realities in the Middle East can fool no one, not even 
the Israeli people themselves. There is no way Israel's aging 
leadership can turn the political clock back. The sooner they 
come to terms with the recent facts in the Middle Eastern - 
theatre, the better for all the parties concerned. 

That is why Mubarak's conditional offer to travel to Tel 
Aviv is sound and well appreciated worldwide. In so doing 
President Mubarak has served Israel with notice that the 
false baits that it is offering to the Arab countries cannot and 
will not reverse the tide that has picked up momentum in the 
wake of PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat's utterance of the 
magic words in Geneva few weeks ago — i.e.. acceptance of 
the U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 f and 
Israel's right to exist and the rejection of terrorism in all its 
forms. Thus Israel's delaying tactics can mean only one 
thing at the end: much important time and opportunities 
would go down the drain and Israel's Calk about' new peace 
overtures based on a modifm- version ’of Camp David 
accords would remain much ado about nothing. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


THE Arab-Israeli conflict entered a new phase with the 
announcement by the PLO of a Palestinian state and its 
acceptance of U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338, Al 
Ra'i Arabic daily said in an editorial Wednesday. The paper said 
that the announcement was coupled with a reaffirmation of the 
.right of all states in the Middle East to live in peace and security, 
thus creating an opportune moment for the U.S. to announce its 
long-awaited dialogue with the PLO. All these developments, the 
paper noted, have paved the way for an international peace 
conference which sooner or later is bound to convene with the 
participation of all parties involved in the Arab-Israeli conflict. In 
view of this situation. Arab leaders are bound to maintain and 
strengthen their consultations and coordination of policies with 
the PLO and Jordan to maintain the peace momentum and to deal 
with any eventualities. Close coordination among the Arabs in 
needed now also in view of Israel’s plans to launch a world-wide 
campaign to thwart the PLO's quest for peace, the paper said. 



Writing in Al Ra'i daily Wednesday the newspaper's editor 
Rakan AJ Majali paid tribute to the efforts of the Greater Amman 
Municipality and the Civil Defence Department in dealing with 
the effects of rain and snow in and around the capital over the past 
three days. But the writer says that the non-stop rains over a 
three-day period revealed certain faults and deficiencies mainly 
connected with the designs of streets and roundabouts, which 
tend to obstruct efforts to drain away rain water and keep the 
streets open for traffic. The writer cites as an example the Interior 
Ministry roundabout which he says was flooded with water 
causing a traffic jam. which indicates clearly that the designers 
failed to take into account certain measures to help drain the 
water away from the streets. He says many streets, especially in 
the western districts of Amman, were blocked with snow which 
could have easily been dealt wiih by the use of salt that comes out 
as a by-product at the Potash plants. 

Al Dustour daily wrote Wednesday on Israel’s total isolation from 
the rest of the world community which prompted Tel Aviv to opt 
for even stricter policies and more extremist siands. By taking this 
adamant position vis-a-vis peace and talks with the PLO. Israel 
believes that it can show the world that it truly wants peace, said 
the paper. It said by presenting to the world the Camp David 
accord as the only means of arriving at peace with the Arabs and 
solving the Palestine problem. Israel has proved that it has 
become bankrupt of ideas on the political scene, and incapable to 
deal with the ever escalating uprising in areas under its control. 

Sawt Al Shaab tackled the current moves within the Arab World 
in support of the Palestinians and the PLO in their quest to reach 
a durable peace and restore Arab rights. Following the historic 
proclamation of the Palestinian state and the PLO's acceptance of 
U.N. Security Council resolutions there can be no alternative to 
concerted Arab action that can come from an Arab summit, the 
paper noted. It said that backing for the Palestinians is now 
needed more than at any time in the past in view of Israel’s 
planned campaign to abort the PLO’s moves towards peace and 
the on-going PLO-U.S. dialogue that would lead to that end. 


Playing the right diplomatic cards 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

WITH Kenya's decision to restore diplomatic relations with Israel, 
the number of black African countries maintaining full ties with the 
Jewish state has gone up to eight: that is, not to speak of South 
Africa. The Kenyan derision, which based itself on the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation's (PLO) recognition of Israel’s “right to 
exist” and what is perceived as improved chances for peace in the 
Middle East, is indeed Nairobi's own affair. But, for us in the 
Middle East, there are two ways of looking at the development. 

First of all, an important African country like Kenya resuming 
full ties with Israel signifies the extent of inroads that the Jewish 
state has made into Africa and reflects another Israeli diplomatic 
gain. 

Well, it would have been presumptuous on the part of the Arab 
World to expect African countries to continue to maintain 
diplomatic isolation of Israel, particularly when we take into 
consideration the fact that the reason for African countries to 
break ties with the Jewish state was its occupation of African 
territory; Egypt's Sinai. If anything, the return of Sinai to Egypt in 
1980 should have triggered a wave to resumption of formal ties 
between African states and Israel. Obviously, it was Arab 
influence as well as many African countries' realisation of the 
injustice done to the Palestinians that thwarted such a course of 
events. 

Taken as an individual case, it is no surprise that Kenya resumed 
ties with Israel since it was well known for decades that there were 
strong informal links between Nairobi and Tel Aviv. The most 
outstanding pointer was the facilities that Kenya offered to Israel 
during the Entebbe hijack affair in 1975. 

On the other hand, the Kenyan decision to restore ties with 
Israel means another important African country having direct 
conduit to the Jewish state, though it might be wishful thinking to 
imagine Kenya playing any meaningful role as a mediator between 
the Arabs and Israel — much more heavy-weight countries have 
tried and given up in the face of Israel's intransigence and 
one-track mind when it comes to return of occupied Arab 
territories. 

It is however strange that Kenya, which professes support for 
Arab causes, failed to recognise the newly-declared State of 
Palestine while extending full diplomatic ties with Israel. One 
wonders where the logic lies in Nairobi’s contention that the PLO’s 
acceptance of the "existence" of Israel has removed all obstacles in 
Kenya’s desire to renew its recognition of the Zionist state without 
having to extend the same diplomatic gesture to the State of 


Palestine. 

So, where does it leave the Arabs? Upset because another 
African state resumed ties with Israel? Upbeat because it offers yet 
another diplomatic channel to Israel to pursue peace, now that it 
has been resoundingly recorded that the only means to settle the 
Arab-Israeli conflict is through peaceful, civilised, meaningful 
negotiations? 

Within the context of diplomatic relations, it is not important in 
itself whether Israel secures more and more international recogni- 
tion as a state. What is paramount is how to make the best out of 
the situation towards advancing the cause of peace in the Middle 
East, and how to play the cards right and bring about a change in 
the apparent Israeli conviction that its military might is the answer 
to its problems, "security” and otherwise. 

In light of the emerging trend in international thinking and 
regional conflicts towards leaning on diplomacy as the means to 
settle disputes, one cannot but help notice an approach that makes 
allowances for the fact that forma! links between two sides are the 
first step towards developing a dialogue and, if played right, 
diplomatic relations could be an ace in the hole. The Arab World is 
not short of friends in the Third World and their relations, or the 
lack of ties, with Israel could be a trump that the Arabs could use to 
pile additional pressure on the Jewish state to listen to the voice of 
reason. 

Perhaps, one could say that Nairobi's derision was premature 
since Israel has not reciprocated the moderation and realism 
reflected in the PLO’s peace strategy based on a rwo-state solution. 
On the contrary, the very foundation for the coalition in power in 
Israel is rejection of an independent Palestinian state and refusal to 
deal with the PLO. One could have wished that Kenya or any other 
country sympathetic towards the Arab cause could have held out 
the promise of diplomatic relations in return for a thaw in Israel’s 
intransigence and defiance over calls for an international peace 
conference. 

That raises the issue of relations between the Soviet Union and 
Israel. For all practical purposes, the Israeli leadership appears to 
believe that a Soviet decision to resume ties with Israel is just round 
the comer. TTie overt anxiety that the Israelis showed in extending 
aid to the victims of the Dec. 7 earthquake in Armenia also seems 
to have added another solid stone in the careful scenario that the 
Israeli officialdom is building; that is, of course, not demeaning the 
humanitarian element in offering aid to victims of a natural 
disaster, whether in the Soviet Union or in the Fiji Islands or 
whether the aid comes from Israel or New Hebrides. 

At the same time, we cannot brush aside the fact that Israel’s 


main aim in prodding Moscow into resuming ties is increased; 
Jewish emigration from the Soviet Union. Successive Soviet - 
leaderships have held out on this for decades. But a significant 
increase in the number of Soviet Jews leaving the Soviet Unionjs; 
evident these days. It might be premature to judge what it means;' 
whether it is a result of the “glasnost” and ‘perestroika^ 
introduced by Mikhail Gorbachev or of a tacit Soviet- Israeli . 
agreement. In either case, the net result is simple; Israel nught'be." 
getting what it hoped for — a gradual increase in Soviet-, 
emigration. The only problem that lies here for Israel is the lack ed; 
direct air links with the Soviet Union to ensure that no Jewish 
' emigrant escapes the Israeli net. Obviously, one can understand 
the considerations behind the Israeli concern and anxiety to launch - 
direct Soviet-Israeli flights. It will not be surprising to hear soon 
that the two sides have reached agreement on this issue, thus taking, 
care of one of Israel’s most important preoccupations shrouded in 
its quest for diplomatic ties with Moscow. [ 

Such a scenario — with Israel gaining in more ways than one' 
while the Middle East peace process remains grounded because of 
its intransigence — does indeed cany a bitter taste. Given the ' 
positions declared by Israel over its intentions to handle the 
Palestinian problem, it is a very disturbing course of events, 
particularly that there would be little incentive for the Israelis to. 
bow to international pressure spearheaded by the Soviet Union and 
accept a just and fair settlement to the Palestinian problem and t|ie 
Arab-Israeli conflict. t . 

Furthermore, incidents like the recent hijacking of a Soviet plale 
where Israel extended the magnanimous gesture of promptly 
returning the aircraft and hijackers to the Soviet Union are specific 
instances that point to a dedicated Israeli desire to curry favour, 
with Moscow. Such calculated moves did have their desired impacj; 
starting from the profound public thanks that the Soviet leadership 
conveyed to the Israelis. - •' y- 

From official Soviet statements and declarations, there is -little 
doubt that the Kremlin leadership is aware of the pitfalls in dealing, 
with Israel, and there is no significant shift in Moscow's support for 
the Arab cause as a matter of principle. But that should not be a 1 : 
self-assurance for the Arabs to take the Soviet Union for granted 
and divert attention to elsewhere in the international scene while H 
Israel is left free to use its own brand of coercion and’ conjuring. ■ 
tricks with Moscow and others to suit its own interests without -j 
having to produce anything in return to contribute to the peace 
process. ^ 

The writer is the political editor of the Jordan Times. 


Bush shows cautious approach on budget, diplomacy 


By Michael Gelb 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Confronted 
by a daunting budget deficit as 
well as tantalising opportunities 
to promote Middle East peace 
and U.S.-Soviet accord. Presi- 
dent-elect George Bush says cau- 
tion will be his watchword’ in the 
White House. 

*Tm one who always has been 
a little bit cautious, and yet I 
don’t want to seem negative," 
Bush said at a recent news confer- 
ence when asked what he thought 
of Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’s dramatic pledge to cut 
Soviet military forces by 500,000 
men and .10,000 tanks. 

Would Bush consider some- 
thing similar? “I am interested in 
progress but I want it to be 
prudent." he replied. 

On the Middle East, too, the 
man who is about to take over 
from Ronald Reagan expressed a 
meticulously careful view of pos- 
sibilities for opening a U.S. dia- 
logue with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) — just 
before Reagan approved that his- 
toric move. 

"Before we have a dialogue 
with the PLO. the signals have to 
be dear, unmistakable, unambi- 
guous... so that no one can argue 
with what has been said," Bush 
told reporters. Then, an hour or 
two later, he endorsed Reagan’s 
derision to open that very dia- 
logue, aides said. 

As these and other episodes 
suggest, caution and prudence 
are likely to be familiar descrip- 
tives in the presidency of Bush, 
which begins with a gala inaugu- 
ral on Jan. 20. 

That will go as well for the 
domestic problems, and especial- 
ly the budget deficits now running 


about $150 billion a year, which 
will get even higher priority than 
the array of challenges on the 
diplomatic front. 

"I can't imagine anything that 
would dominate the first 100 days 
of the administration more than 
the deficit," said one senior Bush 
aide who is slated for a key White 
House job. 

• Bush 's prudent style of govern- 
ment will stand in sharp contrast 
to the unbridled enthusiasm 
Reagan exuded in pushing his 
conservative, super-patriot's. vi- 
sion of the world. 

Restraint is characteristic of 
the president-elect, who consid- 
ers himself "a practical man" and 
has spent the weeks since his 
Nov. . 8 election victory over 
Democrat Michael Dukakis 
reaching out to political adversar- 
ies — including Dukakis — and 
reassuring U.S. allies. 

“I’m not much for the airy and 
abstract," he has said. “I like 
what works. I’m not a mystic. I George Bush 

‘I’m vice president of the United 
States and i’ll support this adminis- 
tration until I become president of 
the United States. I’ve done that for 
seven years and 11 months and I’m 
not going to change now.’ 



don’t yearn to lead a crusade." 

This prudence has been under- 
scored by his derision to staff the 
top levels of his administration 
with familiar professional govern- 
ment figures such as close friend 
James Baker as secretary of state. 
Brent Scowcroft as national 
security adviser. Richard Damian 
as budget director and many 


Reagan administration hol- 
dovers. 

While Reagan’s style was to 
make grand moves and charm the 
public, he often upset U.S. allies, 
who bristled over what they re- 
garded as inadequate consulta- 
tion on issues that affected their 
• security. A notable example was 
his near-agree merit with Gor- 


bachev at the 1986 Reykjavik 
summit to wipe out U.S. and 
Soviet-long range nuclear missile 
arsenals. 

Ties with Moscow 

Bush, by contrast, says a 
NATO summit to establish 
alliance arms control strategy 
must precede any summit be- 
tween himself and Gorbachev. 
Bush insiders say a Bush-Gor- 
bachev summit is not likely be- 
fore the second half of the next 
year. 

“There obviously are opportu- 
nities in the relationship with the 
Soviet Union,” one senior Bush 
aide said. “George certainly has a 
sense of the reality of that oppor- 
tunity.” 

But this aide emphasised that 
Bush also sees '“the problems 
associated with over-optimism.” 
He argued that the vice president 
"deserves credit for the self-disci- 
pline for not feeling obliged to 
just shove things out right now 
for the sake of getting headlines." 

It was not immediately clear 
how Bush intended to proceed in 
the Middle East but. to some 
extent, his manoeuvring room 
was restricted by Reagan’s sud- 
den Dec. 14 decision to clear the 
way for official U.S. talks with 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

Bush quickly expressed plea- 
sure with that decision, keeping 
to his loyal lieutenant stance right 
to the end. 

"I’m vice president of the Un- 
ited States and I’ll support this 
administration until I become 
president of the United States," 
he has said. “I’ve done that for 
seven years and 11 months and 
I’m not going to change now." 

His advisers say they expected 
he would adopt the same 


approach to the last-changing 
Middle East situation that he is 
pledging toward Moscow — to 
get his team together for what he 
calls “a hard Bush administration 
look at it." 

Whatever evolves. Bush aides 
say, he will not follow Reagan’s 
practice of delegating authority to 
develop policy. 

“The vice president clearly has 
in mind a foreign policy agenda," 
one senior aide told Reuters. 
“George Bush will set that agen- 
da personally and publicise that 
agenda personally." 

On the budget deficit, Amer- 
ica’s top domestic issue. Bush has 
vowed to reduce red ink without 
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raising taxes or cutting the sodi) 
security pension programme — a 
feat many economists say is ia- 
possible. I 

The challenge is complicate 
by a growing sense that a mss 
infusion of government raoey- 
wil] be needed to shore up Atr*r- 
ica’s ailing savings and ioann- 
dustry. Some nuclear safety ex- 
perts also say it will cost as iriiJi 
as $50 billion to overhaul ie^y 
and dangerous atomic weapps 
production plants. J 

On top of those expenditups 
Bush hopes to step up govep- 
ment aid for education and cHd 
care and beef up enforceraentof 
environmental laws. 1 


A choked constitution 

AMERICA has been, and remains, the great constitution 
laboratory for the entire world, as quoted by Joseph Magnet, a Jj 
professor in University of Ottawa, Canada (Time magazine, Jt 
6, 1987). 

Indeed a certainty until the influential Jews choked sol 
American policy makers. A very tremendous mistake whi\ 
marred America's credibility as champion of human rights and £ 
world's cradle of democracy. j 

Why should the majority of American people be mislead bj 
handful of greedy politicians? 

What would the framers of the American constitution fe 
knowing the nation they built is now the main advocate l 
oppression? •• ■' I f 

As in the speech of PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, deffreAdk 
Geneva , it was dearly emphasised, he sought peace. \bjurn 
terrorism, accepting U.N. Resolutions 242 and 338 whanobti i 
expected from a man invocating a free nation for bis eoml 
The main factor antagonising the PLO peace initiate 
stubbornness of the Israeli prune minister and the toleran > of tin 
U.S. administration. 

Bill A. Ca icntai 
Amman, onfcu 


Herculian task awaits winner of Salvadorean elections 


By Douglas Grant Mine 

The Associated Press 

SAN SALVADOR. EJ Salvador 
— This long-suffering Central 
American nation has embarked 
on a presidential campaign 
against a backdrop of surging 
political murder. The winner’s 
prize is to preside over economic 
stagnation and a stalemated civil 
war. 

Each passing week before the 
March 19 election lengthens the 
list of dead, maimed and dis- 
placed in the 9-year-old civil war. 
while bringing no prospects for 
resolution of the Marxist in- 
surgency. through negotiations or 
by force. 

The result is a tiredness of 
spirit among many of the coun- 
try's 5.5 million people, especial- 
ly the two-thirds who eke out a 
meager living raising corn and 
beans on small plots. 

“We feel fear at seeing com- 
batants of one side or the other, 
because we’re the ones who get 
caught in between.” said Mer- 
cedes Franco, a 25-vear-oId cam- 
pesino (peasant) from Tenanc- 
ingo. a zone of conflict in the 
middle of El Salvador. The na- 
tion is half the size of Denmark. 

The main contenders for the 
presidency are Alfredo Cristiani 
of the Nationalist Republican 
Alliance (ARENA) ■— the resur- 
gent right — and Fidel Chavez 
Mena of the incumbent Christian 
Democrats. 

Cristiani, a U.S.-educated cof- 
fee grower and businessman, has 


a narrow lead, but far from a 
majority, in the latest reliable 
poll. 

ARENA, as his party is 
known, trounced the flagging 
Christian Democrats in last 
March's municipal and legislative 
elections, winning an outright 
majority in the 60-seat unicamer- 
al legislature. 

One new factor is the political 
left, which is running candidates 
for the first lime since the mid- 
1970s. Leftist leaders acknow- 
ledge they have no chance of 
winning, but say they hope to 
drum up support for negotiations. 

ARENA, citing its own polls, 
claims it has the election wrapped 
up. But Sigifredo Ochoa, a re- 
tired army colonel, legislator and 
one of ARENA'S top leaders, 
charged recently that some sec- 
tors in Washington intend to “im- 
pose" Chavez Mena as president. 

ARENA claims the United 
States, which has provided El 
Salvador with more than $3 bil- 
lion in aid this decade, helped rig 
I9S4 and 1985 elections to ensure 
Christian Democratic victories. 

“If ARENA is deprived of its 
rightful victory, well, someone 
asked me if we did not win the 
election would we resort to 
nationalist guerrilla warfare. And 
I say a frustrated people could do- 
just that," Ochoa said. 

The Christian Democrats, as 
well as local and international 
human rights groups, say ARE- 
NA was closely linked to death 
squads that killed thousands of 
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suspected leftists in the early 
1980s. ARENA denies the 
charges. 

The Christian Democrats' own 
popularity, however, has been 
drastically eroded by nearly five 
years of unfulfilled promises, eco- 
nomic stagnation and a widely 
held perception of official corrup- 
tion. 

They have not been able to 
make any progress toward ending 
the war, which pits about 7,000 
Marxist-led guerrillas against the 
56.n00-strong U.S.-backed armed 
forces. 

President Jose Napoleon 
Duarte, the hemisphere's 
staunchest U.S. ally, is dying of 
liver cancer. Chemotherapy 
appeals to have arrested its spread, 
and his most fervent hope is to be 
able to personally hand over pow- 
er on June 1. 

Duarte, 63. continues to work. 


But his prestige and influence arc 
greatly diminished. 

“He has no power to do any- 
thing," said Ignacio Martin Baro. 
a Roman Catholic priest and vice- 
rector of the Centra] American 
University. 

No one envisions guerrilla-gov- 
ernment peace negotiations be- 
fore the next administration takes 
over. 

“It would be absurd to expose 
ourselves to a failure at this 
point," said one of Duarte's top 
advisers, speaking on condition 
of anonymity. 

Three rounds of negotiations 
between 1984 and 1987 proved 
fruitless. The opposing positions 
have not changed significantly, 
and there is lirrJe besides in- 
creased war-weariness to foster 
hope of a breakthrough. 

ARENA says it will talk with 
guerrillas, but Ochoa said in De- 



cember that such discussions 
would not be negotiations. He 
said ARENA, in power, would 
propose a “national plan" drawn 
up with input from outside the 
party. 

Ochoa contends the armed 
forces have had their bands tied 
by human rights concerns and 
other factors. He predicts govern- 
ment troops could win in about 
two years without restraints. 

But the guerrillas constitute 
one of the most persistent in- 
surgencies in modern Latin 
American history. In parts of five 
of the country’s 14 provinces, 
they move freely and even over- 
see local authorities. 

They enjoy the moral and 
material support of many campe- 
sinos. Even U.S. military advisers 
here admit the rebels are a thor- 
oughly motivated fighting force. 

"The - war’s stalemate apparent- 
ly has contributed to this year's 
steep rise in politically motivated 
killings — summary executions 
being blamed on the army, death 
squads and the guerrillas, and 
also being denied by each. 

Tutela Legal, the Roman 
Catholic Church's legal aid office, 
counted 169 such killings in the 
first nine months of 1988, blam- 
ing 90 on the army, 46 on death 
squads and 33 on the rebels. That 
is a 70 per cent increase over the 
same period in 1987. 

"There is growing frustration 
in the armed forces," said Martin 
Baro, the priest. “How are they 
not going to be frustrated if 
they’ve received (from the Un- 


ited Stares) all conceivab! aid for 
eight years, everythii they 
wanted and more," but s J can't 
defeat the outnumbered i d bad- 
ly equipped guerrillas, l said. 

The guerrillas have con imned 
every previous election nis de- 
cade as “a farce” desJned .to 
further what they say i a US- 
sponsored "counterireurgency 
project." 

Now leftist politician, in exile 
for years before returning in 
1987, are running as rbeJeznpcra- i 
tic convergence and saythe gucs- ■ 
nllas grudgingly appro*. But a 
degree of contradictionremaics. 

The guerrillas have mounted 
two nationwide offensivs in the 
past three months. Tley have 
brought the fight increangly w 
the capita], canying out .ttadsni 
and around San Salvad»r. 

On Radio Vencerems, thefr 
clandestine voice, thiy, said, 
"organised and combatre strug- 
gle is the alternative to tie "defr 
taral manoeuvre." 

But they have not o-errunjj 
significant military pos- in--I& 
months, and army officer ^ay tit 
rebels are concentrating -od 
“soft” targets. :j--\ ; 

The officers say that ndteates ■ 
rebel weakness relativeVa-yearii 
or so ago. 

Martin Baro, who hashad"-r=- 
cent contact with gueniifctofliv 
manders, says the escafctim * 
tactical. . 

“It is designed, to gi^M 
better cards, by demoi&d^ 
force of anus, in an c*ntQ“ 
negotiation," he said, fp?] 
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Otagesfrangais: 
fausse joie 

La farnSMe de Marie -Laura et 
Virginia Valente, 7 el 6 ans. alien- 
daii tcmjours mercredi le cadeau 
de Noel prom is par Abou Nuial: 
ja liberation des deux fi I lei res, 
deienues au Liban depuis plus 
d'un an avee leur mere. Lundi, i«? 
porte-parole du groupe pulciti- 
nrcfl avail an nonce que les deyx 
enfant* avaient 1 etc libcrces cl 
laisjienl route vers la France, "en 
guise de cadeau de Noel pfur les 
enfants du monde el leur famil- 
le”. Denuis. plus rien. Les 
ValcnW'Vvaicnl etc en levees en 
novembre 1987 a bord du "Sil- 
co", «?n Medirerranee. 

Arafat au Vatican 

j/ Pape Jean- Paul II a rencon- 
tre le 23 decembre Yasser Arafat 
au Vatican. Il lui a fail part de sa 
conviction qu’ Israeliens ei 
Palestiniens avuicnf "on droit 
fundamental identique sur leur 
puirie respective, a y vivre en 
libertc. dignity et security. an 
harmonic avec leurs vuisins”. 


Initiative de paix Nouveau gouvernement, danger de paix 

Moubarak en Israel? Tel Aviv: le front du ref us 


Le president egyptien Hosni 
Mouburak a foil ssvoir celle 
semaine qu’il D'cxeluajt pas 
une visile en Israel, a la condi- 
tion express* que I'Etat heftreu 
accepte de discuier avec l’OLP. 
.Si ia visite a [feu. elk strait la 
premiere effectuee en Israel par 
un rbef d’Elal arabe depuls 
celle du president fgypticn 
Anouar EI Sadate, en septem- 
bre 1979. 

II s’agit pour Moubarak de 
convaincre Israel de parllciper 
a une conference interna tionale 
de paix au Proche-Orlent, ctrni- 
me d en a exprune le souhait a 
plusieurs reprises ces derniers 



Itzhak Shamir a present^ le 22 
dtk'erabrc Ic nouveau gouveme- 
ment de isrnAien: avec 12 por- 
Icfeuiles pour chacun des deux 
grands partis, travaillbte et 
Likoud, la coalition dispose de 
plus de 80 sieges sur 120 a la 
Knesset et Inisse sur la br&cho les 
partis rdipcu* (deux ministres du 
parti Shas). 


( Shamir sera premier ministre 
pour la durec de In legislature et 
• corn role les Affaires etrangires 
j par t’intermediaire dc I’un dc ses 
I prochcs, Moshe Arens. Finie. la 






Peres et Shamir: malentendus 


Hosni Moubarak 


Criquets: les fermes 
menac£es 


Le minisire dc Fagricullure a 
contact^ des foumisseurs dc pesti- 
cides et des represent ants dc 
societcs agricolcs un Jordanie. 
afin du ressumhlcr tous les 
moyens de luitc qu'il. % peuvent 
foumir pour per mutt re uu pays de 
faire face au danger des criqucts 
pciurins. qui menaccm a present 
les fermes ct les regions agricoles. 


“Si cettc visile pouvait aider 
u resondre le probleme ( palest i- 
nicn) ct si die contribuall a 
etablir une paix juste, aiors je 
suis pret'\ a declare le presi- 
dent Moubarak dans one Inter- 
view au journal kowdtien A1 
Anbaa. A Tel Aviv, un se Feti- 
che d’une telle initiative, mais 
le premier ministry Itzhak Sha- 
mir resie farouchement oppose 
a une neguciution avec l’OLP. 

Les propositions israelienoes 
remettant a I'ordrc du jour la 


formule des accords de Camp 
David sont vues d'un mauvais 
ocil au Caire. ou I'on y d£cele 
une manoeuvre pour liouffer 
dans I'oeuf les e (Torts de con- 
ciliation arabes. 

Dans i 'entourage dc Shamir, 
on a unnoncl lundi que le pre- 
mier minisire israelien allail 
bientot reveler un plan dc paix 
envisageant une “auto-ges- 
tiun" liniitee des Palestiniens 
dans les territoires uccup&. 
Cette idee se heurte a Topposi- 
tiun des pays arabes. 


fnuophonie qui avail caracterisc 
le precedent eouvernement d’un- 


1c precedent gouvernement d'un- 
it>n nuiionale, avec Shamir pre- 
mier ministre et Shimon Peres 
aux Affaires eirangeres. Ce der- 
nier e.st a present vice-premier 
ministre ci ministre des finances. 
Itzhak Rubin, travailliste, con- 
serve le portefeuilie de la 
defense. 

Ce gouvernement donne a 
Israel une facade d' unite 
Rationale, au moment ou la press- 
ion nuiionale va s'accentuer, dans 
la foulce du dialogue des Erats- 


Unis avec Yasser Arafat. Mais 4 
Tel- Aviv, on ne bouge pas: le 
programme du gouvernement est 
pour I'csscntiel identique au 
precedent, comme si rien ne 
s’eiaii passe depuis. Pas de nego- 
d a lion avec l'OLP, pas d'Etut 
palestinien en Cisjordanie et a 
Gaza, Jerusalem "reunifieie. 
capitate eternelle d' Israel" ne 
sera "jamais redivisde". Dans ecs 
conditions, de quoi sera fait Ie 
"plan de paix” annonce par 
Shamir? 

La diplomatic israelienne aura 
pour base Je plus petit denomi- 


nateur commun entre les deux 
partis: ies accords de Camp 
David, que les pays voisins jugem 
depasses. Ils prevoiem des elec- 
tions dans les territoires occupes 
qui dcsigneruient, a coup sur. des 
represcniants officieux de l'OLP. 
Comment affirmer aiors qu'on ne 
negociera jamais avec la cen- 
trale? Autre malemcndu. la con- 
ference Internationale .soutenue 
par Peres et decriee par Shamir. 
Les responsables israeliens semb- 
ient setre refugies dans I’atten- 
tisme. prudent et d^fensif.' 
(D’apres Le Monde). 


Jordanie: apres le deluge 


Bethlehem: Noel en deuil 


Time 


Erratum 


tacy 


noicuthH^ 
nsior. ptop^ 
economic . . 


Dans fcdilion du ler dirCcmbrc 
demicr. I'articlc cunsacre a chcva) 
arabe faivaii mcniion d'un passage 
Ju Coran selon lequel Drcu aurail 
cree le cheval en s’adrcssani au 
vcnl du Sud. Comme nous le fait 
justement remarquer Ic Dr. Hus- 
sein AhdulLuif. il s’agii en (ait 
dune ires ancicnnc legende 
bedouinc. vraiscmblablement 
mentc uiUcritrure a ('Islam. Le 
Coran. lui. ne fan pas eiai d'un lei 
episode. Nous prions nos lecteurs 
de bien vouloir nous excuse r de 
eetie erreur. consecutive a une 
infurmaiion non recoupce. F.D. 


Si les trombes d’eau el les 
chutes de neige qui se sont abat- 
lues cettc semuine sur la Jordanie 
on i fait le malheur de aoiomobi- 
Ustes, el les constituent un don du 
ciel pc»ur les .igricul (eurs. Les 
reservoirs d’eau de la Vallec du 
Jourdain e latent presque it sec. 
les intemperies les ont miru- 
cuieusemeni rem pi is ii ras-bord, 
ulors que les recoltes etaient 
menacecs par la secheresse. 

Le depanement Je me icoro lo- 
gic a indique que !a vague de 
grand froid et les precipitations 
observees durum irois jours en 
Jordanie etaient inhabituels. Les 
pluies ont depusse leur movenne 
normale de 13iru, precise-t-on de 


nieme source. Un record a etc 
enregistre a Jubciha, avec une 
cnuchc de 15 cm de neige. 

Scion |;i Defense civile, des 
lignes a hautes tension otu etc 
endommagees. ainsi que les 
routes bloquees par endroits par 
des pierres et dc la terre drainecs 
par les caux. On deplore cgale- 
ment des accidents de la route 
mineurs. notamment sur I’autoro- 
ulc du desert. En raison des 
imemperies, les epreuves d'arabe 
du Tuwjihi ont etc reculecs dc 
deux jours. 

Le front froid s’est a present 
dcp!ac£ vers 1'lrak et les tempera- 
tures sont ii In hausse. (D'apres 
J.T.) 


Des cenlaioes dc SoidaLs israt- 
lieas ont pris positions k Beth- 
lehem pour la calibration de Noel, 
marquee par une grave palesti- 
nlenne en hommage aux viclimes 
dc la repression. Les celebrations 
ont ele reduiles celte onnee au 
strict minimum. 


Bofte a lettres 

Huit ans apres... 


Le Liban sans Croix-Rouge 


On saurait cu du mal a dire, Ic 
soir du 24 deccmbre. qui des 
pelerins ou des soldats israeliens 
etaient les plus nombreux a Beth- 
lehem. Seul un cafe res tail 
ouvert, les autres comme r^n is 
ayant repondu ii I'appcl a In grevc 
lance par la coordination clandes- 
tine du soulcvement. L’u mice 
derniere, les boutiques de souve- 
nirs Etaient comme chaque annee 
prises d'assaut par les touristes 
venus eclebrer Noel sur le lieu 
meme de la naissance de Jesus 
Christ. Mais ccirc fois-ci, la 


resistance it 1'occupant I’a empor- 
te sur 1'appat du gain. 

Comme le veut la tradition, 
1'eveque de Jerusalem. Mgr 
Michel Sabbah s'csl rendu ii 1’Eg- 
(ise de I a nativite. La police 
israelienne formait un cordon 
pour contenir les nombreus jour- 
nalistes et photographes qui 
voulait s'approcher de Mgr Sab- 
hah. "Les gens qui cclcbrent ce 
jour saerc le font sans joic dans le 
coeur. Ils portent ie deuil des 
martyrs", a-t-il declare. 

Les mesures de securite etaient 
extrememem severes autour de la 
-place de 1'Eglise de la Nativite. 
Ouiconquc voulait entrer devait 
se soumettre a un dftecteur dc 
meiaux et a une fouille par les 
soldats israeliens. Beaucoup de 
Chretiens ont renonce a assister a 
la messe de minuit en raison de la 
greve. La direction clandestine 


itution 


"Mon fils, de passage a Am- 
man, m’a apporte un numero du 
Jordan Times/Le Jourdain. J'ai 
•' 6le attache culture I a Amman de 
1976 a 1 980. C’est ii cette epoque 
que j'ai lance, en coopera tion_ 
avec le directeur de la JTV 
d 'aiors, Mohammed Kama!. Ie 
programme quotidien de televi- 
sion en francos. Cela fait, j’avais 
eu 1’idee d'un supplement en 
frnm;ais au Jordan Times (...) 
mais les chases n'avaient pu se 
concretiser avant men depart. Je 
me rejouis que, huit ans plus 
tard. ce projei air pu voir Ic jour. 
Je suis au Pakisan depuis deux 
mois (apres Paris puis la Fin- 
lande). Je vais montrer Le Jour- 
dain a ia presse pakistanaise en 
anglais. J'espere que cela lui don- 
nera envic dc faire la meme 
chose!" 


P. Carpender 


La decision du Comite interna- 
tional de la Croix-Rouge 
(CICR) de retirer Fensemble de 
ses delegues du Liban est une 
premiere pour I'organisation 
humanitairc suisse. qui com- 
piait 17 delegues dans ce pays. 

Les responsable du CICR a 
-Geneve-- onL. annonce-- le. 2U 
decembre la suspension des 
operations de la Croix-Rouge 
au Liban. en raison de 
menaces mettant en peril la vie 
dc ses delcgu6«. Le CICR n’a 
pas precise I'origine dc ces 
menaces. Peter Winkler, dele- 
gue suisse du CICR avuit etc 
pris en otage pendant un mois 
au Liban Sud. par des ravis- 
seurs se redamant du Fatah 
revolulionnaire d’Abou Nidal. 
II avail etc libere Ie 16 
novembre. 

Le CICR n'avait jamais au- 
paravant precede ii un retrait 
global d’un pays. En Ethiop- 
pie. au printemps dernier, ii 


s’etait progress!' vement desen - 
gage dc ceruiincs regiuiu. de ce 
pays parce qu'il considerait 
que son travail etait eniravt. 
macs des delegues etaient res- 
tes sur place en permanence. 


La CEE achete palestinien 


Ce n'est pas la premiere fois 
non plus que les delegues du 
CICR font I’objet de menaces. 
En Angola, it la suite d’inti- 
midations. le CICR avail gclc 
ses activites el place ses mem- 
bres en "stand-by". Des situa- 
tions analogues s’etaient 
presentees dans d'autres pays 
africains, sans jamais entrai 
ncr, cependant, de retrait aussi 
brusque ct total que cclui du 
Liban. 


La premiere cargaison de pro- 
duits agricoles, export^e 
directement des territoires 
occupes vers la CEE, a ete 
dechargee le 20 decembre a 
Ylaardingen, un avant-port de 
Rotterdam (pays-bas). 


Le CICR est represent^ au 
Proche-Orient depuis 1967. II 
est operationnel au Liban de- 
puis 1975. Sa delegation duns 
ce pays, reduite a 17 membres 
en comptait une trenlaine il y a 
un mois. (Avec AFP) 


La cargaison est composee de 
1.100 tonnes de pamplemousses 
de la bande de Gaza, embalhh. 
dans 75.000 cartons. Les 
agrumes, qui portent la marque 
"Gaza Top” et I’origine "produce 
of Gaza", sont destines a cinq 
pays de la CEE, Pays-Bas, RFA 
Danernark, Grande. Bretagne et 
France. Ils ont etc charges dans Ie 
port Israelien de Ashdod, situe 
juste au nord de Gaza. 


Tout a commence en octobre 
1986 lorsque le conseil des minis- 
ires de la CEE a decide, sur 


proposition de ia commission de 
Bruxelles, d'accorder un traite- 
ment preferential aux produit des 
territoires occupes. 

Cette decision Europeenne un- 
ilaterale, rdevait d’une double 
preoccupation: Ameliorer la 
situation economique des terri- 
toires occupy et paralielement 
"faciliter I'emancipation polil- 
que” de Gaza et de la Cisjor- 
danie. 

Des negoriations se sont aiors 
engagees avec les auiorites 
Israeliennes afin que les Palesti- 
niens puissent vendre directe- 
ment leurs produits a la CEE sans 
passer par des organismes israe- 
iiens. jusqu’alors en effet, les 
agricufteurs des territoires occu- 
pes etaient contraints de passer 
par I’intermediaire de deux 
cooperatives d'exportation 
Israeliennes , et leurs produits 
protaient un bbelde fabrication 


La France va celebrer le bicentenaire de la Revolution 


89, 1’annee qui changea la face du monde 


BUI A. Ca 

Amiwui. 


Bonne annee 1989! 89, c’est 
aussi: 1789, dont la France va 
feter le bicentenaire. line 
annee de' revolution decisive 
pour la democratic dans le 
monde. Mais au depart, le 
soukvement a ete provoque 
par un hiver froid, des ventres 
creux et des bourses plates. 
R6tit des faits. 


\ iduia.ra ii' 
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Anarchic et banqueroute ... 
Detix maltres mots qui caracteri- 
sent 1’etat de la France en ces 
premiers jours dc 1789. Pourtant. 
avec ses vingt-six millions d[habi- 
tants, e’est le pays le plus puissant 
d'Europje. Jamais son prestige n’a 
etc aussi grand. Ne vient-dle pas 
de gagner la guerre d'Amerique? 
Ses anistes. ses penseurs n’exer- 
cent-ils pas une influence con- 
siderable a travers le monde? 

Lc m^daille a son revers. L'in- 
dependance . des Etats-Unis a 
6puis6 le tr^sor royal et les in- 
t6rets de la dette sont si eleves 
qu’ils la rendent insol vable. Les 
Caisses sont vidcs. Seule la Icvde 
d’un impot auquel tous seruient 
assujettis pourrait remedier au 
d&ordre financier. Mais les clas- 
ses privikgees. Noblesse et Cler- 

, Ie refusent et les masses labor- 
ieuses, c’est-A-dire Ie Tiers-Etat 
(96% de Ia population) ne peu- 
vent etre pressures davantage: 
elles versent d^ja. en impositions 
di verses, plus de 50% de leurs 
revenus. 

La concurrence anglaise a mis 4 
mal I'industrie fran?aise et parti- 
culiferement Ie textile: en Cham- 
pagne, dans Ie Lyonnais, en Nor- 
mandie. Ies metiers 4 psser ne 
fonctionnent qu’4 50% - D oil 
baisse cfes saiaires et accroisse- 
ment considerable de I’amide des 
sans-emplois. Et pour noirdr Ie 
tableau, les terribles conditions 
ciknatiques que la France connait 
depuis quelques mois, ajourent 4 
la dftresse des campagnes dans 
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I’edit de S6gur (1781) ne permet 
qu’aux seuls nobles d’acc6der aux 
responsabilit6s militaires. Enfin, 
le roi se montre malhabile a se 
concilier le peuple qui pounant 
lui reste'tr^s attache. Le monar- 
que n’est plus mail re de per- 
sonne. 

L'autre grande preoccupation 
des Franqais. en ce d£but d’an- 
nee, e'est la preparation des Etats 
Gendraux que le roi s'est enfin 
decide a convoquer pour le mois 
de mai et au cours desquels 
seront examines les voeux du 
pays. Louis XVI veut croire qu'il 
en sortira une solution a la crise 
financiere. La majority de 1 ’opin- 
ion, qui n’accepte plus les pro- 
fondes inegalites, source 4 ses 
yeux de tous Ies maux du 
royaume. espere qu’ils 
d6boucheront sur une reforme en 
profondeur d'un regime vieux de 
mille ans dont les stroemres cra- 
qtient de partout. Pour elle, c’est 
aux Etats G^niraux qu'il revien- 
dra de r6tablir 1’ordre dans la 


capitate d’une province plongee 
dans la misere et qui compte deux 
millions de va-nu-pieds, se 
deroule la "Journee des bri- 
coles.” (Les bricoles sont les 
lanieres de cuir utilisees pour 
porter les charges). Les laquais et 
les portes-chaises des nobles ont 
requ pour instruction de leurs 
maitres d'aller rosser les "jeunes 
gens”, e'est-a-dire les etudiants 
en droit, fils de bourgeois acquis 
aux idees nouvelles qui, altids aux 
jeunes ouvriers et chomeurs, en- 
cretiennent une agitation reven- 
dicative. De s£rieuses empoig- 
nades tes opposent aux escouades 
de domestiques qui, 4 coups de 
gourdins, a coups de pierres, font 


des blesses dans leurs rangs. 

Le lendemain, les jeunes gens 
en colere protestent devant Ie 
Pariemenl centre les violences de 
la veille, lorsque des groupes de 
nobles les attaquent. Armes a feu 
et armes blanches sortent de 
toute part. Cette seconde joum6e 
d'affrontement coute la vie 4 
deux fils de grande famille. 
Chateaubriand, qui a vecu cet 
evenement l’epee au poing, le 
relatera dans ses "M£moires 
d’Outre-Tombe”: "Lecteur, je 
t’arrete! Regarde couler les pre- 
mieres gourtes de sang que la 
Revolution devait repandre." 


Claude Herisson 


Pourquoi feter 1789? 




Gravure d’epoque: “Par la chaleur par la froidura, I’on voil le pauvre 
paysan travailler tant que I’annle dure” 


un pays a la population aux trois- 
quarts rurale. En juiller 1788. un 
orage, sans precedent, a ravagd 
tine grande panic du terriioire, 
detniisant cn quelques heures la 
moitii des recoltes. 

L'hiver 1877-89 est 1’un des 
plus rigoureux du siSde. Le 
fleuves pris par les glaces 
n’acheminent plus les vivres ei Ies 
moulins cessent de tourner. Des 
bandes de salaries agricoles pri- 
vCs d’emploi battent la cam- 
pagne. Dans les villes. en raison 
du froid, nombre d’anisans et de 
manoeuvres ont arretc le travail. 
Disette. chomage. baisse des 
saiaires, hausse du prix du pain ... 
La colere gr onde. Des <?meu res 


eclatent un peu partout. 


Le roi iso!6 


Sur le plan politique, le roi, 
homme sans caractere, s'est r6so- 
lu, 4 rappeler 4 la tete du 
gouvernement, Ie banquier gene- 
vois Necker — lc seul capable, 
peui-£tre. de sortir le pays de 
l'impassu. Le souverain sc heurte 
a Fopposition quasi-systematique 
de la noblesse et du huut-derge et 
il doit faire face a la rebellion des 
Parlements qui usent de plus en 
plus souvent du “droit de re- 
montrances.” 

L’armce? Le pouvoir Fa pro- 
fondtment mfcontte depuis que 


maison. 

Le roi accepte que Ie nombre 
des d£put£s du Tiers soit double 
mais il ne se prononce pas sur le 
mode de scrutin. Votera-t-oh par 
tete comme le reclament ardem- 
ment les repr^sentants du peu- 
ple? Le dibat enftevre Ies esprits. 
11 est alimente par le pamphlet de 
Fabb6 Siey4s public en ce mois de 
janvier: "Qu’est-ce que le Tiers- 
Etats? Tout. Qu ‘a-t-il etf jusqu’4 
present dans l’ordre politique? 
Rien, Oue demande-t-il a de- 
venir? Ouelque chose.” 

Ce texte, au retentissement 
considerable, est un saisissani 
resume de ce que les philosophes 
ont assigne pour but au si£cle des 
Lumidres: le bonheur de l’huma- 
nite. 


Le sang coule 

Fin janvier, la Bretagne est 
plus particulierement secouee par 


les troubles. Les 26, a Rennes, 


Du. sermenr du Jeu de 
Paume au .18 brumaire, la 
Revolution franqaise aura dur6 
dix ans, qui ebranlerent Ie 
monde. Mais 1789 fut FannCe 
decisive Cette ann6e-14 furent 
poses les prinripes et creCes les 
institutions qui composent 
('heritage politique des Fran- 
cois. 

Le 17 juin, les deputes du 
Tiers-Etat (dasse laborieuse) 
se constituent en Assemble 
nationale, jetant ainsi les bases 
d'un regime parlementaire. Le 
20 juin, ils se jurent par Ie 
“Serment du jeu de paume” 
qu’ils ne se separeront plus 
jusqu’a ce que la Constitution 
soit etublie, qui va sortir la 
France du regime feodai. La 
prison parisienne de la Bastil- 
le, designee comme le symbole 
de ce regime, est prise par Ie 
peuple en armes le 14 juillet. 

Si la Constitution n’est ache- 
vee qu'en 1791, on voit naitre 
des 1789 les departements et 
communes.., on proclame la 
liberty de la presse, ainsi que le 


droit des peuples 4 disposer 
d'eux-memes. Fegalit6 de tous 
devant [’impot... Autant de 
decisions qui feront leur che- 
min dans Ies autres pays 
d’Europe, puis dans le monde. 

La meme ann£e, la dasse 
dominance renonce 4 ses pri- 
vileges durant la "nuit du 4 
aout." Certes, la belle "Egali- 
te*' revee par les purs de 1789 
restera une utopie. De 
nouveaux privileges rem- 
placeront Ies andens. Mais le 
prindpe est pose, qui permet- 
tra de combattre les abus. 

1789 est surtout Fannee de la 
Declaration des Droits de 
FHomme et du Citoyen (26 
aout). Cette somme, dit 
Fhistorien Michel Wincok, 
“demeure l'instument depre- 
ciation des regimes politi- 
ques”. tragant la frontiere en- 
tre les Etats de droit et les 
autres. C’est Facte de naiss- 
ance d’un peuple fibre. La loi 
ne venait plus d'en haul: tout 
Ies dtoyens etaient appel£s 3 y 
coucourrir.” 




1988 en rose ...et en noir 


• La trove Iran-lrak: Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, Secretaore 
general de FONU fait taire les 
armes par un accord de cessez- 
le-feu imervenu le 20 aout. 
apres huit ans d’un conflict qui 
a fait plus d’un million de 
morLs. 


• Elat palestinien: plus de 70 
pays ont reconnu I'Etat procla- 
me le 15 novembre par le 
Conseil national palestinien 
(CNP) a Alger. L'OLP recon- 
nalt I'Etat d ‘Israel et Ies Etats- 
Unis acceptent pour la pre- 
miere fois depuis 1975 de di- 
aloguer avec la centrale de 
Yasser Arafat. 


• Intifada en deuil: plus dc 5U0 
morts. 30.000 blesses depuis le 
debuit du soulevement palesti- 
nien, en decembre 1987. Le 
nouveau gouvernement de 
coalition travaillistes-Likud. 
dirige par Itzhak Shamir, en- 
tend desamorcer Ies avancees 
diplomatiques deFOLP. avec 
qui il refuse le dialogue. 


• Le martyro armenien: Un 
tremblemenr de terre, le 7 
decembre. a tue 55.000 person- 
nes et en a laisse un denii- 
million sans abri. sur fond de 
conflits ethniques sanglants 
avec ies Azerbaidjanais. 


• Desarmement Est-Ouesi: 
Reagan 4 Moscou en mai. Pour 
la premiere fois. on detruit de 
part et d’autre des armements: 
l'accord de reduaion des mis- 
siles nucleaires a moyenne p*or- 
tee signe en decembre 1987 
prend effet. 


• Le plus long detournement: 
C’est cclui hoeing koweitien. 
durant deux semaines en avril: 
Iran, Chypre. Alger. Deux des 
71 otages ont ete executes par 
les pirates, qui demnnduient la 
liberation de 17 poseurs de 
bonibes detenus dans les pris- 
ons koueitiennes. 


• L’ Afghanistan respire: les 
troupes sovietiques se retirent. 
La moitie etait deja panic en 
aout et le retrait devrait etre 
total d’iri le 15 fevrier. apres 
l'accord international signe a 
Geneve en fevrier, sous les 
auspices de Javier Perez de 
Cuellar. 


• Apartheid loujours: malgre 
la mise en liberte sun eillee du 
leader noir Nelson Mandela. 
7U ans dont 26 en detention, 
Pretoria accentue la pression et 
utilise des procedures d’urg- 
ence pour expulser plus de 20 
groupes anti-apartheid. 


avait appele a boycotter la messe 
en solidarity avec les \iaimes de 
la repression. 

Faisons dc ce jour un jour de 
deuil pour nos martyrs", disait un 
slogan signe par (a direction clan- 
destine. Le maire de Bethlehem. 
Elias Freij. a decide d'annuler la 
parade traditionnele des scouts, 
en signe de solidarity. "C’est 
Noel, mais il n'y aura pas de 
decorations, pas d'arbres de 
Noel”, a-t-il dit a la radio 


• Afrique australe: accord sig- 
ne le 22 decembre pour le 
retrait des 50,000 soldats cu- 
bains et Findependance de la 
Namibie, occupee par F Afri- 
que du Sud en violation de la 
lute lie de FONU. 


• Le Soudan sinistra: famine 
guerre civile, criquets. 
secheresse. in on da lions. Des 
milliers dc morts. 


decorations, pas d'arbres de 
Noel", a-t-il dit a la radio 
israelienne. 

Elias Freij a egalement adresse 
un message au" monde entier: 
"Nous disons a Dieu paix sur la 
terre. Nous voulons la paix avec 
nos voisins israeliens afin que Ies 
Juifs et les Arabes puissent vivre 
en paix et en securite comme des 
bons amis, des hommes fibres, 
des hommes egaux”. (D'apres 
J.T.) 


• Une Cory pakistanaise? Be- 
nazir Butho devient en novem- 
bre la premiere femme premier 
ministre dans un pays musui- 
man. Cest la fille de Fancien 
chef du gouvernement, renver- 
se en 1977 par le general Zia 
puis execute. Elle remporte les 
premieres elections fibres de- 
puis dix ans. consecutives a la 
mort de Zia dans un accident 
d 'avion. 


• Emeu tes en Algerie: une 
semaine d’affromcments sang- 
lants entre les jeunes et Far- 
mee debut oaobre. Motif: lc 
raz-Je-bol de Ja crise economt- 
que. les frustrations. La rep- 
ression a fait officiellement lt>l 
morts. quelque 600 officieuse- 
ment. 


* S ahar a occidental: apres 13 
ans de conflit. les rebelles 
saharaouis du front Polisaio 
ont annonce la semaine der- 
niere I’envoi d’une delegation 
au Maroc. Rabat a accept £. 
L’ Algerie. qui soutient le Poli- 
sario, a rycemment reouvert 
ses frontieres avec le Maroc. 


• Catastrophes afcriennes: 290 
morts en juin dans FAirbus 
iranien abattu au-dessus du 
Golfe par la marine amer- 
icaine. Au moins 293 morts en 
Ecosse. ou un Boeing de la 
Pan- Am s'est ecrase le 21 
decembre sur la ville de Lock- 
erbie. 


• Birmanie: plus de 100U lues 
par I’arm^e lors de la revoke 
contre le pouvoir communist 
en septembre. qui a fait tom- 
ber deux premiers ministres 
avant que Farmee prenne le 
pouvoir. 


Israelienne. 

Les Pays-Bas ont joue un role 
tres actif dans les pourparlers, 
envoyant a plusieurs reprises des 
missions techniques dans les terri- 
toires occupes et intervenant au 
plan politique aupres d'lsrael. 
C’est probabfement Ie parlement 
europeen qui. en refusant ob- 
stinement de rarifier trois prot- 
coles d’application de l’accord de 
cooperation de 1975, a contraint 
Tel Aviv 4 accepter Foperation. 


FIGURE 


Le f ou chantant 


“Y a d’la joie”, du soir au matin 
et du matin au soir. Malgr€ ses 75 
ans, Charles TreneL le Mgendaire 
“fou chantant”, n’a pas encore 


baisse la garde: jusqu'au 31 
decembre, il chante au theatre du 


Finalemept, Ie 10 octobre der- 
nier. un accord en bonne et due 
forme etait signe entre le minis- 
tere israelien "de Fagriculture ei 
les responsables de cooperatives 
agricoles des territoires occupes. 
Quelques semaines plus tard, Tel 
Aviv octroyait le premier permis 
d’exponer 4 la cargaison de 1.100 
tonnes qui est arrivee a Vlaard- 
ingen. (AFP) 


decembre. il chante au theatre du 
Chatelet a Paris, “C’est !e public 
qui fait ses adieux a F artiste; pas 
Finverse", explique-r-il. L'his- 
toire d’amour commence en 
1936. aiors que le front populaire 
voit Ies routes estivales prises 
d'assaut par les premiers vacan- 
cies congas payes. 

Trenet. fiairant Fair du temps, 
chante Finsouciance, la "douce 
France” et ses villages au bord de 
1’eau, les coeurs qui font 
“bourn” . la mer "qu'on voil dan- 
ser le long des goifes clairs”. 11 a 
coiffy sur ses boucles blondes un 
galurin de vagabond et bondit sur 
les scenes, en veste rouge, tel un 
diabloutin surgjssant de sa boite. 
II ddclenche Fenthousaisme. “Un 
feu de paille qui durera”, pr6dir 
dej4 Jean Cocteau, qui sait que 
meme lorsque les po&tes ont dis- 
pa ru. leurs chansons flottent en- 
core dans les rues... 



Trenet en 1936 


Epatant, petilant, Charles se 
fivre aux aliterations ("Ah, qu’il 
est beau, le debit de Feau"). au 
surrealisme candide (“La tour 
Eiffel part en balade", "Le soleil 
a rendez vous avec la lune”). il 
pirouette comme un comprime 
d’aspirine. "11 y a quelque chose 
en moi qui n’a jamais muri”, 
avoue-t-il, enjdleur. Une certaine 
image de la legerete franqaise, 
qui, la-sol-mi-do, a beaucoup 
plus de 75 ans... 


SHOPPING 


Le Roy a une au grand T angle 


Photograpbe de talent, amoureux 
inconditioune] de la nature et de la 
Jordanie, Zohrab Markarian, 
dans son dernier livre, envdoppe 
son pays d’un regrd romantique 
et reveur. 


Des eaux limpides du Wadi 
Mujib aux montagnes rocheuses 
du Wadi Rum, des champs de 
coquelicots et d'iris noirs audunes 
roses de Wadi Araba, des cha- 
piteau millidnaires de Pdtra 4 la 
feret de cubes beiges d’ Amman, 
tout y est. Un peu pele-mele 4- 
vrai-dire, et meme parfois de 
couleurs "tirant” sur le bleu, le 
rouge, dues 4 des negligence dans 
la reproduction. Mais ’“Jordan, a 
land for all seasons” reste un 
plaisir des yeux et un grand hom- 
mage 4 la beauty de la Jordanie. 

Le premier livre de Zohrab 
(“King and Country”) etait nd de 
son experience de photographe 
officiel du Roi Hussein. La Jorda- 
nie y 6tait presence sous Fangle 
de FEtat arabe en plein essor. 
Celui-ci, en revanche, s'attarde 
essentiellement sur les paysages 


de Jordanie, avec des prises de 
vues panoramiques des plus 
beaux sites du royaume. Quatie 
vingt photos s’y etaient sur des 
pages spacieuses, assorties de 
citations dans toutes les longues 
— non tiaduiies. 

La parution de ce livre prend le 
caractere d’un £ v£nement, car on 
ne connait pas d’autre photo- 
graphe-jordanjen de ce niveau qui 
de passe le domaine de Factualite. 
"ou Ton privilCgie non pas 
ryvinement, mais celui qui le 
commente; nous manquons 
cruellement de veritables photo- 
graphes d’illustration", estime 
Zohrab. Il nous laisse ce cadeau 
de fin d’ann^e avant de partir 
vivre aux Etat-Unis, ou il Espere 
apprendre encore et faire con- 
naitre son pays. Une belle place 
est 4 prendre... 

Raja Ben Ayed 
“Jordan, a land for all seasons ", 
public paf le Queen Alia Social 
Welfare Fund. 19SS. 20 dinars 
dans les libraries Istiklal et les 
grands hotels. 


IA L AFFICHE 


CINEMA 


TELEVISION 


Sur les .quais 


D'Elia Kazan, avec Marlon Brando 
(1954): un ancien boxeur lutte contre 
son passe et la mafia qui Fentoure. Il 
rombe amoureux de la soeur d’un 
homme qu'il a assassin*. Un classi- 
que. laurdat du prix du mcilleur film 
1954. 


“La Cara pate", de Girard Oury, 
avec Pierre Richard et Victor 
Lanoux: Martial comparait serein de- 
vant la cour d'Assises. 11 sait 
qu’aucune preuve ne peut etre re- 
tenue contre lui. Mais la plaidoirie 
lamentable de son avocat lui vaut dix 
ans de reclusion. II parviendra 4 le 
faire Evader... (JTV, vendre^ 30 a 
17h30) 


Centre wnMcaln, mardi jeudi 29 A 19b0fl 
(en anglais; 


N’ayao! pas re^u les programmes de Jan- 
vier. noos prions nos lecteurs de nous 
excuser de 1’iadigenee de cette rnbrique. 
Jeraises fttes. 
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A holiday season of debt 
and hungry children 


By George Gedda 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — When Pan 
Am Flight 103 crashed last week, 
claiming more than 280 lives, the 
reaction was one of virtual uni- 
versal horror. But the death toll 
was only a small fraction of the 
number of children under 5 who 
die almost unnoticed each day 
from hunger and disease worl- 
dwide. 

If Christmas day was typical, 
about 38,300 such children from, 
poor countries died, according to 
new estimates released by the 
United Nation’s Children’s Fund. 

Put another way, the death toll 
from the Pan Am flight is equal- 
led every 10 minutes or so in 
terms of children aged 5 and 
under. 

These figures are derived from 
UNICEF’s calculation that 14 
milli on children under age 5 died in 
1987, partly because so many 
countries in Latin America, Asia 
and Africa, impoverished by debt 
and other factors, are cutting 
back on social services. 

UNICEF Executive Director 
James Grant said last week that 3 
million of these children dial last 
year “because they didn't have 50 
cents worth of vaccine in them." 


Poor transfer to rich 

'The situation apparently has 
changed little and may have even 
worsened in 1988. The World 
Bank reported last week that 
poorer countries are transferring 
their wealth to richer natioas at 
record levels this year — 50 per 
cent more than in 1987. 


The bank said the 17 most 
highly indebted countries of the 
Third World will give wealthy 
countries S31.1 billion more than 
they receive, triple the amount of 
1983. Crushing debt repayments 
mean less money left over for 
imports of basic human necessi- 
ties such as food and medicine. 

No region has been harder hit 
than Latin America, where per 
capita income is 8 per cent below 
1980 levels. 

The inter-American dialogue, 
a gathering of concerned citizens 
from throughout the hemisphere, 
•said in a recent report the social 
consequences of Latin America's 
prolonged depression have been 
multiplying. 

“The people of Latin America 
have seen their wages fall and 
their jobs disappear, their hous- 
ing, schools, hospitals and other 
public service have deteriorated 
and they have endured food shor- 


tages and mounting street crime. 

"Financially strapped govern- - 
ments have been unable to address 
such fundamental soda! problems 
as the vast gap between rich and 
poor, the deep poverty of rural 
areas and city slums, widespread 
malnutrition and high rates of 
infant mortality," the report said. 

U.S. President-elect Bush 
seems to be aware of the prob- 
lems that the S1.3-trillion U.S.debt 
burden is causing Third World 
countries. Since his election. 
Bush has met with the presidents of 
Mexico and Argentina and the 
incoming president of Venezuela' 
— all countries where foreign 
debt is a major political and 
economic issue. 

Ease debt burden 

Two days before release of the 
UNICEF report. Bush left the 
impression that his administra- 
tion is likely to ask commercial 
banks to ease the debt burden of 
developing countries. 

. Bush said the issue "should be 
subject to a major review which 
will include not just the treasury 
but our national security people 
because we've got enormous 
problems, particularly in our 
own hemisphere, . on Third 
World debt.” 



Let her eat! 


U.S. policy on the debt issue 
was spelled out in September 
1985 by then Treasury Secretary 
and now Secretary of St ate -desig- 
nate James A. Baker III. 

Baker's proposals for restoring 
growth in* Latin America and 
elsewhere call for a combination 
of economic reforms in the de- 


btor countries and new public and 
private lending to meet their 
capital needs. 

But, as the inter- American dia- 
logue report points out. Latin 
American governments have lost 
confidence in the Baker approach 
because it has not produced the 
resources it promised. 


Milton Nascimento, 
Brazil’s divine voice 


By Miriam Jordan 

Reuter 


SAO PAULO — Brazilians say 
that if God sang, it would be with 
the voice of Milton Nascimento. 

Nascimento's countrymen con- 
sider him one of a divine trio of 
musicians, alongside singer-poets 
Chico Buarque and Gaetano 
Veloso. 

His music is a fusion of samba, 
jazz and pop, ringing with every- 
thing from the beatles to the 
sound of church bells, and it 
brings people to tears. 

"Even if people don't under- 
stand the words in Portuguese 
they arc stirred by the feeling 
transmitted in my songs,'* Nas- 
cimento recently told Reuters in 
Sao Paulo. 

With his unique harmony of 
voice, melody and emotion Nas- 
cimento has won the admiration 
of prominent artists and persona- 
lities the world over. 

Paui Simon, Pat Metheny, 
Herbie Hancock. Ron Carter and 
Sting have joined him on stage 
and in albums. Alvin Ailey. 
David Parsons and the French 
Ballet have invited him to write 
music for their choreography. In 
Paris he dined with President and 


Mr. Francois Mitterrand. 

In 1989 he will add China and 
the Soviet Union to the long list 
of countries where he has played. 

This year, after a 120-day tour 
which took him to 16 countries in 
Asia, Europe and North Amer- 
ica, he is back home with a new 
record and show. 

In Sao Paulo a full house sang 
and swayed to his 105-minute 
performance. From start to finish 
the audience, seemed under the 
spell of the black man in white' 
while he sang love ballads, poetry 
and odes to the poor. 

When not strumming a guitar, 
his long hands danced in the air to 
follow the music. Rhythm de- 
manding, he got up and wiggled a 
few samba steps. And at the end 
the audience's tireless applause 
brought him back for two en- 
cores. 

The show was based on his 
latest album, “Mihons” — literal- 
ly “J,000 tons” in Portuguese — 
which has been rated one of his 
best. Herbie Hancock's jazz 
piano and Nana Vasconcelos' 
vanguard percussion accompany 
him on the record. 

"It's simple. You hear the 
piano, the voice, the guitar. All 
the sounds are in the fore- 



The revival of an ancestral art: stained glass windows 


THE traditional stained glass 
window is an assemblage of 
pieces of coloured glass, held 
together by grooved lines of lead 
which act as a framework and 
follow the outlines of the design. 

Above a certain size, the exces- 
sive weight, in particular, can 
present a risk for the solidity of 


the panels, which no longer con- 
form to present-day safety stan- 
dards for public buildings. Should 
monumental art therefore be de- 
prived of its most dazzling means 
of expression? 

In Toulouse, Michel and 
Daniel Bataillon, the very young 
artists of the “Atelier du Vitrail 


Language 
debate alive 


and kicking 


By Michda Wrong 

Reuter 


PARIS — For many people the 
words "French dictation*’ evoke 
dreary images of school desks and 
ink-stained fingers. 

But for die 177 finalists who 
filed nervously Into Paris's Ch ail- 
lot Palace the words were tinged 
with glamour, holding prospects 
of the prestige France bestows on 
anyone awarded the rarefied title 
“champion d’orthographe." 

The candidates were mostly 
professional people determined 
to prove their love of the French 
language by taking one of the 
hardest dictations around. 

“The competition attracts an 
absolutely extraordinary follow- 
ing,” says Franc Dumont, its 
organiser and press spokesman. 

“It shows a love of French 
which can make us pretty opti- 
mistic for the future of the French 
language,*' he said, acknowledg- 
ing that few nationalities showed 
the same narcissistic fascination 
for their own tongue. 

With the bicentennial of the 
1789 French Revolution fast 
approaching, this is a time for 
unashamed patriotism — which 
may help explain the growing 
popularity of competitions like 
the spelling championship. 

The competition has been run- 
ning for the last three years, with 
the number of participants and 
countries steadily increasing. 

This year 150,000 people en- 
tered the competition, fi ghting to 
win a coveted place at the tele- 
vised finals in Paris last month, 
where the lucky few struggled 
with a dry text full of abstruse 
vocabulary and unexpected con- 
jugations. 

Dedicated amateurs 


in Britain. f 

In France, interest in the 
national language is a proud 
tradition stretching across age, 
class and social barriers. The 
main battle is between those 
pushing for modernisation and an 
establishment fighting tooth and 
nail against change. 

On the official front, the minis- 
try of Francophone affaire is com- 
mitted to preserving the interna- 
tional prominence of the French 
language. 

On file left bank of the Seine, 
40 elected intellectuals who make 
up the Academie Francaise 
labour at a snail’s pace on the 
latest edition of a dictionary 
aimed at defining what is and is 
not acceptable in French. 

The Academie works band in 
hand with the general commis- 
sion for the french language, 
affiliated to Prime Minister 
Michel Rocard’s office, in the 
losing fight against Anglo-Amer- 
ican contamination represented 
by words such as "le Walkman" 
and “le high-tech." 

Meanwhile, filmmaker Claude 
Bern, whose works “Jean de 
Florette” and "L’ours” have scored 
well in French cinemas, has stir- 
red up a hornets' nest by saying 
there is no longer any future in 
making films in French. 

Language equals barrier 

The language barrier pre- 
vented the films from enjoying 
world- wide distribution, he said. 

Bern’s views sparked an out- 
raged reaction from the conserva- 


tive daily Le Figaro, which pub- 
Frai 


The competition is divided into 
four categories, according to age, 
nationality and whether or not 
participants have a professional 
involvement in the French lan- 
guage or are merely dedicated 
amateurs. This year's amateur 
winner was Michel Toromanoff, a 
retired engineer from Gemilly, 
south of Paris. 

. Although entrants from 13 
countries took part, the tourna- 
ment is as French as the baguette 
and is the Gallic equivalent in 
intellectual terms of the brain- 
teasing times crossword puzzle 


lisbed an open letter from Fran- 
cophone affaire minister Alain 
Decaux accusing the filmmaker 
of biting the hand that had fed 
him. 

“How sorry I am, sir, that my 
admiration for you must from 
now on be tinged with pain," 
concluded the offended minister. 

French teachers have also 
turned rebellious. 

A schoolteacher's union which 
carried out a survey of its mem- 
bers’ views recently revealed that 
a huge majority believed French’s 
quirky spelling and grammatical 
irregularities were an artificial 
obstacle to understanding and 
should be simplified.* 

However, it doesn’t look as 
though the establishment is 
listening. 


d'Art” (Art Stained-Glass Work- 
shop) were not resigned to this 
situation. They had the idea of 
assembling antique coloured or 
opal glass by sticking it “glass 
onto glass" onto an approved 
support (a classical sheet of secur- 
ity glass or laminated glass). 

In order to apply their idea, 
which is based on high technology 
in the way the products and mate- 
rial are made, they thought of the 
space industry, its experience and 
its reliability. 


Technology Porte du Vent 


“Silovitrail” is thus the result 
of collaboration between a small 
workshop and a basic research 
laboratory (the Space Studies 
Centre for Radiation, which is a 


laboratory belonging to the 
Scie 


French National Scientific Re- 
search Centre (CNRS), officially 
ratified by the University of 
Toulouse and chosen by the 
French Space Studies Centre 
(CNES)). 

The adhesive used is a 
polyamide silicon elastomer 
made by Rhdne-Poulenc. It is 
perfectly transparent. It has ex- 
cellent mechanical properties 
(150% elongation) and there is 
no fear of the glass breaking. It is 
resistant to extreme temperatures 
(—100 to +200°C) and to atmos- 
pheric degradation. The acceler- 
ated ageing of a prototype was 
tested for six months in a climatic 


chamber where it was exposed to 
extreme heat and cold, ultraviolet 
and infrared radiation, and fog 
and rain. 

And this is well and truly 
stained glass. It respects the fun- 
damental artistic characteristics 
descended from tradition (with 
which the workshop is familiar as 
it is experienced in this field), 
with classical glass, colouring in 
the glass and black joints contri- 
buting to the composition. But 
’‘Silovitrail” extends these possi- 
bilities. In contrast to the techni- 
que using lead, it is here possible 
to cut out very large areas, to 
assemble them edge to edge and 
to join them with a light-coloured 
filling. 

This innovation has already 
been honoured by a monumental 
creation, the “Porte du Vent.” a 
25 square metre stained glass 
window, with 657 pieces of glass 
and 62 colours, based on a car- 
toon Marc d’Hamonville. It is on 
permanent display in the great 
staircase of the secondary school 
(CES) in Grenade-sur Garonne. 
This is not the first time that 
the South-West of France, a laud 
of tradition (particularly from the 
gastronomic point of view) and a 
fief of modernity (aeronautics, 
space, electronics, composites, 
etc...), illustrates the words Louis 
Pasteur addressed to the students 
at the Ecole des Beaux Arts 
(School of Fine Arts) on March 6, 
1865: “There are circumstances 



A stained glass window from Atelier du Vitrail d’Art 


in which I clearly see the possible 
and desirable. alliance of Science 
and Art, when chemists and 
physicists can take their places 


among you and enlighten you.” 
And it is indeed in this dynamic 
region of the South-West that the 
use of computers applied to 


mosaics has already opened up 
the future to this other form of 
ancestral art. 

And it is surely not the last 
time. The “Second Forum of Arts 
of the Scientific and Technical 
World” (FAUST), with its inter- 
national attendance, its festival of 
scientific films, its 28 confer- 
ences, lectures and discussions, 
its 12 concerts and 6 exhibitions, 
was recently held in Toulouse, to 
present “everything that can 
make up an interface, between 
the world of research and tech- 
nology, on the one hand, and the 
world of creation and cultural 
life, on the other.” 

This revival of the stained-glass 
window has to be appreciated for 
its true worth. Its rile in the 
development of architecture and 
decorative art has been fun- 
damental in the West, and parti- 
cularly in France, which alone 
owns more old stained glass than 
the rest of the world. As a pre- 
caution against bombing in the 
Second World War, five hectares 
of stained glass, from the Middle 
Ages and the Renaissance, were 
deposited here. 

And the modern stained glass 
window already reached new 
heights with the 1900s style and 
profited from contemporary 
trends such as Cubism, Express- 
ionism and Abstraction and the 
best painters are still interested in 
it — L’actualite en France. 

Jacques Baudeueau 


ground.” Nascimento said.. 

As iiis voice climbs fo.iiigh 
notes with ease. It resonates' and 
reaches what a critic termed “re- 
gions never before explored" by a 
singer. . _ 

The voice is so angelic that it 
makes it all the more ironic that 
at the age-of 10 little Milton failed 
voice class at school. 

He was born 45 years ;ago in 
Rio de Janeiro and adopted tfy a 
white couple iif ■the rwbn of Tres 
Pontas in the state of Minas 
Gerais. They nurtured his music- 
al talent from the start, giving 
him a harmonica when he was 
five. At 14 he got a guitar, which 
he hasn’t put down since. ;■ 

He made his debut with 
“travessia." for which he won the 
1967 international song festival in 
Rio de Janeiro. But his career 
really took off in 1975 when 
American saxophonist Wayne 
Shorter invited him to record 
with him. 

Miltons is his 26th album. . 

Amnesty International invited 
him to be the Brazilian repre- 
sentative of the “Human Rights 
Now" concert which took place in 
Sao Paulo in October. 

He dedicated his performance 
to Bishop Pedro Casaldaiiga, one 
of Brazil's leading human rights 
campaigners. This year he and 
Casaldaiiga wrote a musical mass 
to celebrate the centenary of the 
abolition of slavery in Brazil.' 

The mass, Missa Dos Qw7om- 
bos, brings African motifs into a 
Catholic ritual about blacks and 
freedom. In 1989 Nascimento will 
perform the mass at Notre Dame 
cathedral in Paris and in Barcelo- 
na and New York. 


Denmark is his favourite coun- 
try outside Brazil and he goes 
back there every year whether he 
performs or not. . 

“I'm crazy about Denmark. 
When I was a kid E used to... fell 
my buddies Hans Christian 
Andersen fairy tales. I've always 
had something about magic and 
fantasy and dreamed of going 
there.” 

He said his biggest thrill was to 
be chosen by Sting to open die 
Scandinavian pop festival near 
Copenhagen last summer. 

What with all the recent 
travelling and popularity, the 
usually timid Nascimento seems 
to be coming out of his shell —or 
his cap. Z 

He has shed his traditioial 
denim overalls for chic silk white 
shirts, trousers and jacket in his 
shows. But he hasn’t surrendered 
his cap, his eternal trademark.* 
He recalls with amusement 
why he began wearing a cap.: 
“I was very late for an Alvin. 
Ailey performance. My long, .un- 
ruly curly hair was a messr.— 
impossible to comb. So a friend 
gave me a cap to tuck it beneath. 

“Then people said I looked 
charming and I never took it off.” 
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RA ML 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

t St Circle Amman near 

■Ah.’iyyah Gins School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:3(1 
p.m. 

6:30-Stidnight 

Tel. 638968 




MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine m Amman 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take a way a vailable 

Open dailx I2:W - 15-30 


Wadi Saqra Ro3d ■ near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 y 


' CHEN’S ' 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste out 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3: JO 
p.m. 

v h:30 - Midniehl / 




CHINESE 


V.-2ST RESTAURANT 

Hr 5, 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 


Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Take-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:20 p.m. - midnight 


Location ■ Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Ahiiah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service . ‘ 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -Tt. 30 pm ; 
After the Holiday Inn hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:659519 659520 


The first Class Hotel in Amman 
that has a Kitchenette in 
every, room. f 


HAirOTEL 


= 




a 


fe^rwnan r Tel. '688193- P.O: Box 9403 - Fax 602434* 

1 Telex 23888 OAFOTL JO f > 

Ideal Residence For 

Expatriates a»d Businessmen 


4a- 


JbDjLuibjTli! uln-.es ISaiB 
Amman International Hotel 
Discover the unexpected plea- 
sures of the Amman Interna- 
tional Hotel. Intriguing fea- 
tures like piano bar with live 
music. A \ 'IP restaurant ser\ - 
ing international cuisine, excit- 
ing and modern, swimming 
pt'oi, all just ten minutes away 
from the city center. 

For reservation please 

phone 841712/13/14 


d 


EVERY 

DAY 


PEOPLE WHO -WEEP 




MAINTENANCE 
SERI/ICES 


CALL US 


Electrolux 


a 

P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 
_Tel. 604671 


CROWN 
INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


r Agents all oyer the world 
Tel: 664090-660852 
Tlx: 22205 BE SM CO JO 
P.O. Box 926487 
AMMAN JOROAN 


F«»r all vour: 


Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding,' 
Customs Clearance, 
Dunr-lo-door Service,' ’ 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 


please call: 

AMi.\ KAUAR & SONS 


Abdirl Hiunid Sharaf Street 
Shine isani 
P.O.. Bn X 78Ufi 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. M Uh7ii, MWftW 
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'Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel: 077420' 

* — 

Faten Hamameh 
in 

Bitter Day... Sweet DAy 

(Arabic) 

L Performances 3:30. 6:00. 8:30. 10:30 
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Tiny South Pacific 
islands may 
vanish in future 


By Frauds Dan id 
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SIDNEY — Tiny Pacific and 
Indian Ocean islands could van- 
ish as the earth warms up and 
polar icecaps melt. 

Cyclones, storms and floods 
will baiter Australia’s coasts. Se- 
vere dry spells will transform 
some of its vast agricultural lands 
into dust bowls. 

Australia and the surrounding 
region will bear the brunt of the 
catastrophic climatic changes 
known as the greenhouse effect, 
scientists predicted at simul- 
taneous conferences in 10 cities 
across Australia. 

The greenhouse effect is 
caused by the release of large 
amounts of carbon dioxide and 
othej gases into the air, mainly 
from the burning of fossil fuel 
such as coal and oil, and other 
industrial activity. 

Heavy carbon dioxide concen- 
trations form an upper-atmos- 
pheric layer that traps heat, rais- 
ing the earth's temperature. 

The problem is compounded 
by industrial chemical erosion of 
the ozone layer, which provides a 
protective shield around the 
earth, filtering harmful ultra- 
violet radiation from the sun. 

American scientist Stephen 
Schneider forecast climatic 
changes in the next century more 
dramatic than those during the 
last ice age. 

Schneider, of the U.S. Nation- 
al Centre for Atmospheric Re- 
search, said temperature in- 
creases ranging from 3.S to 4.5 
degrees Celsius would change tid- 
al patterns and raise sea levels by 
between 0.2 and 1.4 metres. 

“A global increase of more 
than two degrees Celsius above 
the present is unprecedented in 
the era of human civilisation," he 
said. 

“The main concern is that the 
rate of change wilt be so fast that 
natural and social systems will be 
unable to adapt," he added. 

The average temperature dur- 
ing the last ice age — 18,000 years 
ago — was only five degrees 
Celsius colder than now. 

In a joint research paper, Au- 
stralian scientists Peter Roy and 


John Connell said low-lying is- 
land states like the Maldives in 
the Indian Ocean and Kiribati, 
Tuvalu, the Marshall Islands and 
Tokelau in the Pacific would be 
submerged if the expected rise in 
the sea level of one metre occur- 
red by 2030. 

Other tiny island nations would 
be eroded and reduced in size, 
forcing millions of people to seek 
refuge elsewhere, they said. 

The 2 030 scenario presented to 
the conference saw Australians 
who live in coastal regions 
washed out of their homes and all 
major dries hit by severe floods, 
storms and unpredictable rain- 
falls. 

Australia pleaded to the U.N. 
General Assembly last month for 
urgent global action against the 
greenhouse effect. 

But scientists said international 
action was still a long way off. 

■ Some nations, like the Soviet 
Union with its large ice-covered 
wasteland, might find the warm- 
ing of the atmosphere beneficial. 

China, with its vast coal re- 
sources. would find it difficult to 
accept restrictions on the use of 
fossil fuel needed for its mod- 
ernisation programme, they said. 

A U.S. government report re- 
leased last month says strategies 
to reverse the greenhouse effect 
are not yet available and calls on 
policymakers to consider ways to 
adapt to wanner world. 

■‘Global climate change will 
have significant implications 
...for when, where and how we 
farm for the availability of water 
to drink and water to run our 
factories for how we live in our 
dries for the wetlands that spawn 
our fish for the beaches we use 
for recreation and for all levels of 
government and industry," the 
report said. 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze told the ! 
t U.N. General Assembly in Octo- 1 
ber that ideological divisions 
were receding “in the face of the 
threat of environmental catas- 
trophe." 

He warned of “a second from 
fast approaching and gaining an 
urgency equal to that of the nuc- 
lear and space threat.” 


Whistles and 
protest greet 
innovation at La 
Scala 


By Daniel Liefgreen 

Reuter 


MILAN — Innovation is a risky 
business at Milan's La Scala, the 
world’s most famous opera house 
and a bastion of conservative 
tradition. 


them of not understanding... but 
using dnema doesn't seem to me 
so revolutionary." 


Just ask Italian director Luca 
Ronconi, who walked into a chor- 
us of whistles when he came out 
to take a bow following last 
Wednesday's 1988-89 season 
opening — Rossini’s “William 
Tell". 


To be fair, the loggionisti can 
be unmerciful on opening night. 
They also turned their wrath on 
American soprano Cheryl Slud- 
er, who arrived™ Milan only four 
days before the premier as a 
last-minute substitute for ailing 
Leila Cubcrli. 


Ronconi’s production of Rossi- 
ni's last opera features a back- 
drop of huge screen panels 
periodically flickering images of 
snow-capped Swiss mountains, 
gushing rivers and lush green 
forests filmed by award-winning 
photographer Giuseppe 
Rotuono. 


Sluder said it was the first time 
she has been whistled. “It's the 
lasr time I substitute someone on 
opening night," she said. 


Apart from the controversial 
screens, reviews have been highly 
favourable for popular conductor 
Riccardo Muti and Chris Merrit, 
the American tenor in the role of 
Arnold. 


Mixing dnema and opera trig- 
gered 'controversy and enraged 


protest 'from some opera fans. 
There were shouts of “What hap- 
pened to Rossini?” from the gal- 
lery at the end of the opening 
night, highlight of the Milan so- 
da! year. 

“I don’t think it corresponds to 
the concept of opera," said Ita- 
lian Senate President Giovanni 
Spadotini, who attended the pre- 
mier. "It's very scenic but I don’t 
know how much it suits Rossini." 


Indeed, the whistling had died 
down at the second performarfee 
on Saturday. But comments from 
the audience during the intervals 
showed little support for Ronco- 
ni’s screens. 


One young woman seated in 
the upper tier of La Scaia’s gal- 
lery, or toggioae, the noisy nest 
of opera traditionalists known as 
loggionisti, yelled at Ronconi: 
“You destroyed Rossini.” 

Jonathan David Scully, a tim- 
pani player in the La Scala 
orchestra for 10 years, said he 
had never before seen such jeer- 
ing of a director on the opening 
night. 


“They don’t add anything to 
the opera, I found them very 
distracting said one opera-goer. 

Asked his opinion of the cine- 
ma background. Musician Scully 
measured his words carefully: 1 
*Tm in the pit so I don’t see 
everything. I’ve only seen some 
of the projections at rehearsals. 

“The whole thing seems a bit 
like a travelogue. I never thought 
it was a great idea.’’ 

But Muti and others strongly 
defend Ronconi’s production. 
“Some people would have prefer- 
red the typical backdrop — Swiss 
chalets and cows... Ronconi and 
(scenic director Gianni) Quaran- 
ta have opened a path that should 
be followed without blind imita- 
tion," Muti said. 


“There was an incredible 
amount of noise,” he told Reu- 
ters.- “He (Ronconi) got some 
applause, but it was very polite. 


Used to it 


tnconi took the protests 


am used to it,” the director 
Man’s Corriere Della Sera 
raper. “I did my job. Every- 
bas the right to applaud or 


iere are a lot of traditional- 
the theatre, I don’t accuse 


“La Scala has a duty to look 
ahead, to attempt new things, to 
not become rusty through 
routine," he added. 

Not everyone agrees with a 
futuristic approach, however. 

Outside La Scaia’s entrance 
last weekend, opera fan Giusep- 
pe Fuoco gathered signatures to 
support a campaign for a law 
reinstituting Giuseppe Verdi’s 
suggested diapason, or the range 
of notes sounded by a voice or 
in strum enr. 

Fuoco says great opera voices 
are being destroyed by the in- 
creasingly rising pitch of orches- 
tras. 
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Parks fur the young and the old may be the future of Britain, rather than shipyards 


City reflects a greening Britain 


after the age of heavy industry 


By Marcus Eliason 

The AsrUKiuled Press 


SUNDERLAND — The view 
from the Wearmouth bridge is a 
melancholy one. The last ship- 
yard is closing, and the river 
wear, once smothered in coal 
dust and bustling with boats, lies 
silent, waiting for landscapers to 
turn its bunks into Parkland. 

The other side of this eerie, 
elegiac metaphor lor a greening, 
post-industrial Britain lies just up 
the road, where a sprawling new 
shopping centre has replaced the 
clang of hammers on steel with 
the chirp of busy cash registers. 

Britain, once the workshop of 
the world, is being transformed 
into a nation of shopkeepers, 
tourist guides, bankers and high- 
tech entrepreneurs, and nowhere 
is this more evident than in north- 
east England. 

Seventy years ago, at the 
height of empire, British yards 
built one-third of the world's ton- 
nage, and gruff, grimy, noisy 
Sunderland was the centre of 
shipbuilding. 

But like most Western ship 
industries, Britain’s has shrunk 
with the onset of Far East com- 
petition. Of 1,528 ships launched 
worldwide last year, just 31 were 


British. 

Now. with the government’s 
announcement Dec. 8 that it is 
closing North East Shipbuilders 
Ltd.. Sunderland’s 600-year-old 
shipbuilding industry has reached 
its end. 


New lives 


The 2,40ft jobs lust v.iil bump 
Sunderland’s mule unemploy- 
ment above the 2»>-per cent mark 
after a steady full in the past two 
years from ivti per cent to !9.i 
per cent. 


"I never imagined this could 
happen. 1 thought there'd always 
be j yard here." said Ernie Hun- 
ter, 56. a short, broad-shouldered 
man who went to work as a ship’s 
plumber at the age of 14. 

But all over the northeast, in 
former citadels of heavy industry 
like Newcastle, Sheffield and 
Sunderland, new life is sprouting 
amid the rubble of t he 
smukesrack industries. 


Coal, steel, shipbuilding and 
textiles arc being supplumed by 
computer manufacturing, 
Japanese auto plants, retailing, 
tourism — a northern counterba- 
lance to the financial markets of 
London that have blossomed 
under the free-market doctrines 
of Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher. 


One example is the Met- 
roeentre, which claims to be 
Europe's largest combined shop- 
ping and leisure complex with 4.8 
kilometres of shopping malls and 
an indoor amusement park. 

But the future of the new Bri- 
tain depends on whether men in 
their 40's, who have spent their 
lives in overalls welding, ham- 
mering, plumbing ar.d riveting, 
can find new lives as shopkeep- 
ers. computer programmers and 
hotel keepers. 

North East Shipbuilders’ com- 
pensation package includes $80 
million to redevelop the docks 
and teach workers new skills. 

“It’s closure on the cheap, a 
bloody insult to a skilled work- 
force," said Alan Milbum, a re- 
searcher who is heading a cam- 
paign to save the shipyards. 

Many of the men are hoping 
rhe campaign will succeed, and of 


a dozen interviewed at random 
during the dying days of North 
East Shipbuilders, none appeared 
to have given any thought to 
acquiring a new skill. 

Brian Brown, a welder, won- 
dered sardonically whether 
Sunderland needed *2,400 extra 
shopkeepers. .Another welder. 
Kenny Downes, noted the failure 
rate for new businesses is more 
than 50 per cent. 

Men like Brown stand to re- 
ceive about $33,000 on average in 
severance pay. His mortgage is 
paid off, his children almost 
grown, but that does not make 
life on the dole more attractive 
for a vigorous 49-year-old man 
who was bora and bred in 
Sunderland and wants to stay 
here. 

The unions insist NESL’s mod- 
em facilities can still turn a profit. 
The point to studies predicting a 
global upturn in shipbuilding in 


the 1990’s, 


Bye to the shipyard 


But Industry Minister Tony 
Newton told parliament none of 
these offers "constituted a viable 
future." 


"To write the United Kingdom 
as a maritime trading island nation 
out of the world shipbuilding 
market is industrially, economi- 
cally and strategically crazy.” said 
Milbum. 


Most British shipyards were 
nationalised by Harold Wilson's 
Labour government in 1977, and 
since lliatcher’s Conservatives 
came to office in 1979. they have 
been steadily winding down the 
industry. With NESL’s demise, 
the state will no longer own any 
shipyards. 


Milbum accuses the govern- 
ment of being so ideologically 
obsessed with winding down 
heavy industry that it deliberately 
resisted outside offers to buy the 
yards. 


Sunderland, a city of 200,000 
was never a garden spot. A 19th- 
century travellers’ handbook de- 
scribed it as “enshrouded in the 
blackest gloom of smoke." 

Shipbuilding, recorded in 
Sunderland as far back as 1346, 
was its iifebior.d. its ships kept 
Britain in touch with iur empire 
and even afterward, in the 1970s, 
it produced the sturdy and highly 
popular SD14 cargo ship, the 
mainstay of modem shipping, 
more than 150 of which were 
launched. 

Today, its municipal museum 
illustrates in the recorded com- 
mentary accompanying a slide 
show of Sunderland's histqiy. 

“Sunderland is a town wlttra 
great past," it says. “Now we're 
looking for a new kind of future.” 


Children for sale 


By Criselda Yabes 

Reuter 


Don’t boil away 
vitamins 


ALTHOUGH rhe part that vita- 
mins play in keeping us healthy is 
now common knowledge, both 
their existence and role were only 
discovered early this century. 

Before then, all that was 
known was that certain elements 
in our diet were important to our 
.wellbeing. Thus it was found that 
the juice of limes prevented scur- 
vy; this disease, caused by a lack 
of vitamin C, was common 
among sailors deprived of fresh 
fruit and vegetables during long 
voyages. 

Most vitamins must be 
obtained from specific foods, as 
the human body builds up very 
few itself. A well-balanced diet 
should provide us with -all we 
need. 

However, much of the vitamin 
content in the foods wc cat is 
destroyed long before it reaches 
our digestive systems. This is 
particularly true of vitamin C, the 
most vulnerable of all the vita- 
mins. The human body can only 
store it for up to 24 hours. 

Vitamin C is vital for healing 
wounds and mending broken 
bones. It also increases the body's 
ability to absorb iron, one of the 
most important minerals in nutri- 
tion. 

The absorption of iron in the 
body is complex and varies great- 
ly from food to food. 

Eggs, for example, contain 
much iron, but in this form it is 
not well absorbed by the body, 
and in turn, eggs tend to hinder 
any iron absorption from other 
foods. 

Avocados are an excellent 
source of iron. Contrary to popu- 
lar belief, spinach is nor a good 
source. The iron content in let- 
tuce, though considerably less 
than spinach, is much more readi- 
ly absorbed. 

Much of the vitamin C content 
is lost in the preparation and 
cooking of vegetables. Unfortu- 
nately, immediately fruit and 
vegetables are cut or shredded, 
some of the vitamin is lost by 
their exposure to the air. 

. Cooking increases this loss, but 
if vegetables are cooked in as 


little water and as quickly as 
possible, more vitamin C will be 
retained. 

The water should be boiling 
before the vegetables are added, 
and whenever possible vegetables 
should be steamed. It is better to 
cook potatoes unpceled as their 
vitamin C content is locaicd just 
under the skin. 

Vitamin B is the umbrella 
name for several vitamins neces- 
sary to the central nervous sys- 
tem. Lack of them can cause 
depression, fatigue and irrita- 
bility. 

The B-comptex vitamins are 
important in our diet as 
they disperse the energy we 
receive from the proteins, car- 
bohydrates and fats that we eat. 
Too much of one can cause a 
deficiency in another, and a de- 
ficiency in one can make the 
others more or less useless. / 


PHILIPPINES — Nightclub dan- 
cer Vivian Bernales bartered her 
baby for rent money after she was 
abandoned by her American 
sailor boyfriend when she was 
four months pregnant. 

After her lover left on sea duty 
never to return Bernales quit her 
job and later accepted an offer 
from a couple to pay her rent in 
exchange tor her child. She gave 
birth secretly and the couple 
signed papers saying they were 
the baby’s parents. 

Bernales. 26, is one of dozens 
of bargirls and prostitutes work- 
ing around the giant U.S. Subic 
navy base who have given up 
their children, whose fathers are 
American servicemen, for a 


tape of legally adopting Amera- 
sian children, couples find it 
easier to deal directly, though 
illegally, with the mothers. 

The buyers are usually wealthy 
Filipinos but include American 
servicemen married to Filipinas. 
A West German woman arrested 
in Manila in June for heading a 
syndicate th3t sold Filipino babies 
in Europe was deported in De- 
cember. 


Poor, hopeless 


'Hie B-complex is present in 
meat, bread, cereals, milk, green 
vegetables and peanuts. As with 
vitamin C. most B vitamins are 
lost by excessive cooking. Ribof- 
lavin (Vitamin Bi) is sensitive to 
lighr and therefore milk, one of. 
the main sources, should not be 
left in the sun or indeed light for 
any length of time. 

Vitamin D is usually present in 
the same foods as vitamin A, such 
as milk, butter and eggs. 

Vitamin A is also found in 
vegetables like spinach and car- 
rots in the form of carotene, 
although in this guise, it cannot 
be released into the digestive 
system without oil. Therefore it is 
better to eat a carrot salad with 
an oil and vinegar dressing, or 
hot, buttered carrots rather than I 
the vegetable on its own. j 

Vitamin E is present in most 
foods, especially lettuce, egg 
yolk, wheat germ, milk, butter, 
brown rice, sweet Corn, nuts and 
liver. Sunflower and sesame oil 
are especially rich in this vitamin, 
and being poly-unsaturated, are 
also invaluable to those on fat- 
free diets. It is difficult to be 
deficient in this vitamin — Lion 
features. 


price. 

“Babies are more in demand if 
they have the skin of an Amer- 
ican," she said. 

Selling mixed-race children, 
called Amerasians, has become a 
business in Olongapo west of Man- 
ila and no one is sure just how 
many babies are traded. The 
nearby Subic base is one of two 
major military installations in the 
Philippines that are home to 

22.000 American servicemen and 

25.000 dependents. 

Rather than go through the red 


Like Bernales, most of the 
mothers settle for payment of 
their hospital bills and a little cash 
to tide them over before they go 
back to work. Most, like Ber- 
nales, hope they can keep their 
next American boyfriend. 

Bernales ’s friend. Pemby, sold 
her blond, blue-eyed boy for 
$350. 

Natty' Saraspi, administrative 
officer of the U.S. Pearl Buck 
Foundation, said prostitutes had 
approached her for help to sell 
their babies but she turned them 
down. 

The foundation helps more 
than 1,000 abandoned Amerasian 
children around Olongapo re- 
ceive education and medical care. 

Saraspi said mothers often 
pleaded that they were too poor 
to give their children a less hope- 


less future than their own. 

“But you can’t sell babies like 
they were pigs," Saraspi told the 
mothers. 

There have been cases of 
prostitutes leaving their babies at 
hospitals without paying the bills. 
A local official said some hospital 
employees take the abandoned 
babies for secret adoption, or sell 
them. 

“I have heard of that, but we 
don’t investigate them." said Dr. 
Teresita Ortin of the Olongapo 
General Hospital.” The hospital 
is a business entity. As long as 
there is someone who takes care 
of the baby or pays the bills, the 
hospital does not involve itself.” 

The department of social 
works, which officially arranges 
adoption, said about 20 Amera- 
sian children were legally 
adopted this year and more cou- 
ples are awaiting the depart- 
ment’s approval. 

Government sources say social 
workers handling adoption pap- 
ers are suspected of favouring 
couples who pay up to $5,000 to 
speed up paper work. 


Searching for dad 


Some abandoned Amerasian 
children are cared for by church 
and private groups providing 
thbm homes and education. 
Many grow up searching for their 


fathers in hopes of seeing the 
United States. 

Marvin Gene Alan, 17, one of 
the lucky few who made it to 
college, dreams of becoming a 
sailor in the U.S. navy, like his 
farher, whom he has seen only in 
photographs. His stepmother, 
who died last June, told him his 
father sailed for Texas even be- 
fore he was born. 

“I don’t know of anyone who 
does not want to go to America." 
he said. "I can always get a job 
there picking apples." 

Genna Smasal’s father left 
when she was still an infant. She 
said her American grandmother 
objected to a wedding because 
"she thought Filipinos lived in 
cages." 

Smasal, aged 22, has beard 
stories about her father having 
come back looking for her and 
her mother. 

“1 w’ant to see him, even just 
once," she said. She wrote to a 
U.S. government records office 
for help. 

Olongapo Mayor Richard Gor- 
don said some unwed mothers 
abandoned by their American 
lovers are having second thoughts 
about selling their children. 

“Some of them are smart," he 
said, “they know their babies 
might turn out beautiful and be- 
come movie stars.” 



Amerasian youngsters 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Labo-i“ ?£.^y 
leader Shimoo Peres was under at&o: v : ‘ : *v 2 y 
for devaluing Israel’s shekel just «>■«? 
taking up his new job as finance - 

Peres devalued the shekel by “Bv disreejr-vr.;: :i:e r.-iv«c.' 
about five per cent against the professionals :hc : -to .c« 

dollar Tuesday. The Bank of preferring to n 

Israel (central bank) said the those with ' eJ ' * \'- a <T-. .*::*« 
move was needed to check spe- mon Fcrei he.* cot..v,. ;cJ .» -• 
culative purchases of foreign cur- rious blunder.” he s- ■::*=. 
rency. “The pree >'i hi'* z * - - 

But bankers and economists lesson in h:f new :v*! > ~c _ 
said there should have been other first by the «rc . *e* * v 

measures including wage restraint Peres himself. ‘ • ..d-i. .. 

and budget cuts along with a A rush for /orcig.*; tvrrerc; ?*....> 

devaluation. Newspapers, said been down b> srccu*.tt:-.r. 
Peres did not consult finance the shekel ;.oiAi be ir 
ministry officials. as much a* 15 re* ®r.'. 

“The devaluation of the shekel month *.vht.: Pere> 'v ng * :t. : .r 
has turned an economic problem economic recover, needier, 
into a crisis. With one nervous Banks sn:J U.;* re .c's-.t 
blow, the economy has been currency continued v - 
thrown back into the chaotic days with purchase-* by jr.icia;* >; >•' 
of uncertainty and speculation.” to 510J million, 
said Jerusalem Post economics Bank of !sr»se! Oo* - r r : 
editor Shlomo Maoz. Michael Bruro had rr.-s* :d .-tores 

Bahrain boesftt; d 

BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain is defences in case a fragile c case- 
boosting military spending this fire agreed between 3Bjs.h::-d L.W 
year by 10 million dinars (S26.5 Tehran Iasi August c-rolf.* dwn. 
million), despite the ceasefire in “All si.v States Gal: 

the Iran-Iraq war. Cooperaticn Ccurc : * : 'OCC‘* 

An official publication said want to become rektovjfrdenc 
Wednesday the government was militarily.” sc .: 2 or.-.-., 
allocating 66.5 million dinars “Now tha-: t.:e wa- h ;*.‘- er.c>?o. 
($176.4 million) for defence in it would be tem*:rir.~ :■*; spenc \;:s 
calendar 19S8, about 14 per cent other things but they are uV.cr- 
of the total budget. mined to strcn=;ii:-n :hei: gc- 

The revised military budget fences as quickly as they 23n 
compares with the 56.5 million afford i;.“ be added, 
dinars ($150 million) Bahrain had Tbe GCC states — Bd’iruj;’. 
planned to spend in the year. Kuwait, Oman, Qatar. Saudi 
Defence spending totalled 51.5 Arabia and the United A . 3 “ 
million dinars ($137 million) in Emirates — ger.eru.ly oaclre-i 
1987. Iraq in the ei gb;-**car conwc*. Ir 

Western military experts in the which Iran Urot-.c-sctly sj /.i.cl;:-.*. 
region said the move reflected a shipping serving Baghdad's Am. 
determination by Gulf Arab allies. 

states to continue to bolster their The English c-' ire 


•*By disre-ojr-vr j :i:e r-dvloo .*■? 
professionals :hc .Ttv.iry .cd 
preferring to n * 

those with ' XsJ 1 *•*-.'* »<:•*. .*::*’• 
mon Peres ha.* co~.n.;cJ .» .- 
rious blunder.” h-.* srv. 

“The price »*.i hi-* :::*: •: ' - * 
lesson in h:f •'..•a cv*l * be _ 
first by the cu‘l:<. i.v ! *c* *y* 
Peres himself.'* .-* ..d*i. 

A rush lor for^irr, >. -:r re r c- *■..* 
been droen b> srccu* .??: '.r. :!*.... 
the shekel aol'o be ir 
as much 2 s 15 re ..vr.t r.c-n 
month *.vhe.: Pcro br nc- :t. :.r. 
economic rec'-v-.-r T:c: t * 2 e .*. 

Banks said b;.y r^ r.r 
currency cor.tinncJ V*. V si- v .d>.y 
with purchases by mieda* >! >.0 
to 510J million. 

Bank of Israel *3o“ -”r .* r 
Michael Brero had rrcs-:d Per c.< 


-n.'.'te dc’.aiuttiicn. 

■ .:ich scl a .-CL'rescritr.iive retc* cf 
h’r ■ iwfcsl I . to the dollar. a*j 
:hc *pe:'j'.c:rv-c bvij-.a ,- f foreign 
t*ur r c“..r. : 5, rc?:2^ed ■:* depict-:* 
I*:*.*' "e-crecs. 

Israel is •.■jri'emg frnrr- it* i'V.’V. 
* rr.i ' u ? t'C 1 ’** "'ft* ; c •!-"■'* ij.iwn icr 
th-cc :car?. ■•.■:*.«: :nJ*j<*.r : a! oi:*«- 
p*ct de vr f hre; per ceni. p .rtiy 
s cim-;c i f the ?a:cv.;r.:a-r upn*-- 


•“■ccc c: trie i-a:cv.;r.::rj cprjs- 
:-.c .he cccjnied Wee* Bank 
>7iaza 5:ric 

s' v,“js foreign mir.i'tjr ir. ^ 
r:.*vi-.*L*s government bj: 

on fin^rc.* fn the ne*’ c*-aii- 
: *•:? ;V heir ’llinc L.?bcLT-.??fiii- 
; .“.ii.*s:ries :no KsbbuL? col- 

•: .*: tor isracl '.* .arge***. mtiusl- 
. •:.■*:* rc”. the Labour-afftli- 

aie-J II.'.t Ir.dufrnos. :he dc- 
added $40 million to a 
rc.:v> di 'iljr-derominated debt. 

Th*j economics minister. Yj;- 
:i: 3 k i‘- oca i . was finance minister 
when fsrcel imr e.T.snted 
z *' , o:r J ~ni *h:.t broisen* infla- 


tion dovn to 2 fl per csni f rom 
more, than 

Kesnid Wsrins^rfay: Prom my 
experience. I can almost *e!l you 
u*hat‘> going »o happen, ror ihe 
:!*cxt Lifi'-ic of days there won't 
be heavy demand l for roreign 
currmcyi beejuse nobody im- 
agines there ca:*. be one devalua- 
tion after another But in a few 
days. 1 : will *|p.rt again and again 
reach n climax and again there 
will be a necessity for a devalua- 
tion." 

Airies iuid that :n his forthcom- 
ing economic package Peres 
v.-ancs i' cat cw biil ^n shekels 
ir>:!>:or.l from a 19KS/SV 
budget wi!rth 7.8 billicr. (528.5 
billion). 

I-iis plans include taking- 20f : 
million shekels r SJ 20 million) in 
defence eels. Bui Defer.-re Minis- 
ter Y::zhak Rabin says he will 
fight any attempt to cut his 
budget, already strained by the 
extra cost of fighting the Palesti- 
nian uprising. 


“All si.v States I >2 Call* 
Cooperaticrt Ccurc : ; -'OCC*- 
want to become ceit-f-ufrcicni 
militarily.” sc .:2 or..-. 

“Now tha-: the •vs’* hi*.*- er.deo. 
it would be templing :■*: spore -::i 
other things but they are d-'.or- 
mined to strc^=:n:-n ":heir de- 
fences as quickly as they zzn 
afford it." be added. 

Tbe GCC states — -u iruj?. 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar. Sayci 
Arabia and the United Ara: 
Emirates — ser.era'.ly oueds-i 
Iraq in the ei gc;-yenr corfitct ir 
which Iran mso.cectJy 
shipping serving Baghdad's A:j 7 
allies. 

The English '-s-.-l'A'-rr r' .‘he 
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AyF lends $254m to 3 Arab states 

..ABU DH.ABI (OPECNA) — The Arab Monetary Fund (AMF) 
has extended $254 million in loans to Algeria. Iraq and Syria. 
Algeria will receive $113 million to offset the deficit in its balance 
of payments, bringing the fund's total lending to the country to 
SIRS million. The credit carries an annudf interest rate of between 
3.75 and 4.75 per cent and is repayable in three years. Iraq is to 
receive $112 million, bringing total credits made by the fund to the 
country to $524 million. Earlier, the fund extended $29 million to 
Syria Wringing its total lending to the country to $77.50 million. The 
loan carries an annua! interest rate ranging between 5.2 and 6.4 per 
cent and is repayable in 10 years. Since its inception in 1977, the 
Abu Dhabi-based fund's torn! lending to Arab slate* has reached 
$i.9u billion. 

French firm wins big Iraqi contract 

PARIS i R) — French state-owned steel group Usinor Sacilor said 
"iiiiunj. it had won a contract worth SI3U million to supply steel tubes for a 

His plans include taking- 201 : projected Iraqi oil pipeline linking Baghdad with the Kirkuk 

million shekels f SJ 20 million) in region. A spokeswoman said Usinor subsidiary GTS Industrie v>.-»u 
defence cuts. Bui Defence Minis- the contract to deliver 140.090 tonnes of steel tubes. Details of how 
ter Yrtzhak Rabin says he will the contract would be financed were not immediately available, 
fight any attempt to cut his 

budget, already strained by the | Kuwait plans joint venture in plastics 

extra cost of fighting the Palesti- 
nian uprising. ~ KUWAIT (OPECNA) — The Petrochemical Industries Company 

:: ( PIC J of Kuwait is planning to enter plastics by producing 

d a polypropylene after having successfully produced chemical fer-‘i!:s- 

I 1^8 ers. A company source said that PIC and Union Carbide would 
a a 0 sign a licencing and basic engineering agreement by the middle of 

^ 22 ^ February 1989. Polypropylene is used by industries making toys, 

ve - r . car bumpers and furniture. Tlie plant will be set up in the Shuaiha 

Bahrain wanted to buv Stinger industrial area and will have a yearly capacity of S0.000 tonnes. It 

missiles from the United States wili come onstream in early 19^2. The establishment of llie pla::l in 


*;r ta:y nar. rr.ilucrv project*, but 
v-o c:c 'pc.d'Up payrr.en Is on 
cc:!r. *vhicr. hed already been. 

Y:? money c-Durd go to projects 
:.rcJ“ 22 ;.?; a SSb tniHton military 
cib"*.-: reir,-; built on the south of 
Ure is-nnd or a $*A90 million arms 
iri:3‘7.e concluded cirlier this 
v:;h the United states, they 

Qehviry of :2 advanced F-;6 
jet? mc!udcd in tbe 
■ J.t . i. due ir. :he icror.d b.'.’f 
o c ! ■ Sr while :~e tJrnxse, de- 
sigr.-^ b; :'c.e U.S. arm«». fi sche- 
c v: v '*■ :a.T..?V::i.*.*7 dcrirg ihe 


during 1987, hut the deal was 
blocked by Congress amid fears 
the weapons could be used 
against Israel. 

The island eventual!} leased 
the surface-to-missiles and laun- 
chers from the Americans for IS 
mnnihs. 

Diplomats said it was unclear 
how much money Bahrain was 
con -.Hauling from its own pocket 
to ihe U.S. amts package. 

They say the official figures, 
though accurate in terms of the 
cudgel, seldom reilccl llie coun- 
.ry\s acluai military spending 
levels becru.se a major share is 
donated by its GCC ne: err ours. 


U.S.-EC 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Community (EC) said 
Wednesday that a U.S. decision 
to impose trade sanctions in re- 
taliation for an EC ban on im- 
ports of U.S. hormone-treated 
meat was totally unjustified and 
broke world trade rules. 

Willy De Qercq, EC commis- 
sioner for trade and external rela- 
tions, said in a statement that he 
profoundly regretted the U.S. de- 
cision to impose sanctions from 
Jan. 1. 

“The U.S. measures are totally 
unjustified and against interna- 
tional conventions, namely 
GATT rules," he said, referring 
to the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the 
body which regulates world 
trade. 

The U.S. sanctions affect $100 
million worth of EC goods. Total 
trade between the two giant part- 
ners last year amounted to $166 
billion. 
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ing hormones ir tit. ' :. 1 !^ -**.'■.. r. 
in response to :r.;yu:**.c; t;,j* 
ure. anti wjfved :i .o r . *'-;.:* — 
until the enc of this nv.*..!? — .. *? 
imports to alio** tiire *•; negetir:. 
with the United Sra:». 

Washington ajgucs sra*. tin re is 
no health risk tc hoir.uns *ror,- 
eating homcr e c-ire5.!ec U.S. 
meat since U.S. :a— ; ut 3 uso.cniy 
safe -product, it k>s ihe tr.C’s 
objections arv.*»*:r : ?c a - 

veiled trade rarric". 

Efforts sc find 0 -.r-lu; :••-?. hefere 
the deadline hove arc- -be 

EC ban wiil shu;. .-»j; ,-orv 'I’t.J 
million 7/ortr. r: U.S. ir*-*.ie .Tom 
Jan. 1. 

“Every country, cr.i '. *2 C-.**.**- 
munity assLvb. I:a< r d / . * 1~?: - 
the measures it *bio : *.r- ri: *... 
tect the healti-. of s c ons:.r.:cr; 
and rc apply iivir. i:* c n-~r : - 
discrimjr.'atory manner." Zr 
Clercq said. 
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Kuwait, ihe source suited, would revive the national plastics 
industry . 

Oman, Iran sign trade agrees^ent 

NICOSIA. Cyprus (AP) — Oman signed a fade accord with Iran 
ana agreed to set up a joint cooperation commission to boost 
economic links* the Islamic Republic New> Agency (IRiM.A) has 
reported. IRNA said the first meeting of the joint commission will 
be held in Muscat in March, with subsequent sessions alternating 
between Tehran and the Omani capita!. The commission will 
review commercial issues as well as economic and industrial 
cooperation. The Iranians arc seeking aid tor their massive 
post-war reconstruction programme. Oman, whose oil deposits arc- 
modest compared to its Arab neighbours like Saudi Arabia, is 
driving tu diversify its economy. IRNA said a team nl Omani 
experts will visit Tehran inMhc next few weeks to investigate Iran's 
industrial possibilities. An Iranian delegation was scheduled to go 
to Oman before April next year. The Iranians will also stage an 
•nc-isst-r-l exhibition displaying espor* products in Mu-cat. the 
,ige:i.v nJdcd. 

to ^end Ethiopia $11.9 minion 

Pk URIELS \ R> — Ethiopia is to receive i.:- mi : ii->n :-*'«v-:r.,-*v*: 
to;.n from 'he Fu.opv-an Investment Bank iF.LT:. *1;-. L : ur*:.pean 
Cornmumiy's development bank, to help finance construe! ion ’of a 
new port terminal at Assab. The pt>rt extension is parr of 
transport scheme costing over $140 million to which the Wurld 
Bank and African Development Bank are also contributing, the 
EIB said in a statement. The terminal, which wiil be able to handle 
general cargo, container and roll-on roIkuT •.hip*, will be built 
oe tween the middle of next vear and 1992. The 17-year loan for lfi 


expanding an average 7.2 per cent during the 1961 -85 period. 
Dunne the national assembly's meeting, Castro said Cuba s major 
economic problem was sn acute shortage of foreign currency.- 
Castro stressed the need for investments in areas such as tourism to • 
help generate o' save hard currency. 

Usfcsks throw out Kremlin budget 

MOSCOW -Rj — In an unprecedented move the parliament of*. 
SoHtfi Uzbekistan has rejected a draft government budget and has 
pushed through important changes, according to the official Soviet- 
news agency TASS. TASS nailed it as a further sign of political 
change "in the country am! described it as “without precedent.” The 
L'lbck Supreme Suvre:. lik : other elected bodies in the Soviet 
Union, has- for decades acvd as a rubber stamp for Communist 
Pn:tv ar.d covernnicnt decisions Deputies threw out the 1989 
budge* on the grounds tha! industry and agriculture targets set by 
ministers were too low, TASS said. 1 l did not say when the session 
took piace. Targets were increased and tens of millions of roubles 
earmarked for industry were channelled into social, ecological and 
building programmes after the budget was discussed with ministry, 
represehtatives. TASS ?j:d. Reforms under way as part of Kremlin ‘ 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev s perestroika (restructuring) programme 
are intended to turn parliament* into working institutions, from the 
Supreme Soviet downwards. 

Algeria reports new oil strike 

ALGIERS (R) — The Algerian stale petroleum agency Sonatrach 
has struck oil in an area close to the Tunisia border, the agency has 
said. The find L located near Ncgrine in Khenchela province, 400 
kilometres 'ou'b-east of Algiers, at depths of more than 3,000 
metre*, an official statement has said. The statement said light, 
sulphur-free with a giod proportion of gas had been found and 
long-term ieit> were currently under way. 

Japanss-3 spend $34b on wining, dining , 


speuijing bv nn.spsi.il*. and the life insurance industry was highest at 
••.o' million ;,er. i57?/:sijj -cr firm. Tlie 4.19 trillion yen total for 
entcrtai^Tsieii 1 spending represented an average daily expenditure 
of 1 1 a hi' lion yen JS^f. 94 million) — a 6.1 per cent increase oyer 
!98rv Wining anti dining clients cost companies a total 3.95 trillion 
i*en ;S31.8 blJi;«>R ). »hc agency said. Japanese executives are often 
j-ivan cart.* blunchc iti” entertain a: exclusive nightclubs and 
J^P’ineW'Stylc inn;-, where an evening meal can cost $500 or more, 
inuling cl:uits for pounds of golf and exchanging gifts are other 
customer} cnten.-unmenl expenses. The agency said Japanese firms 
scent as: a-jd:::o:'..iI 355.9 billion yen ($2.87 billion) on donations to 
pcd.iv.:! organisations in 1987. a 16.2 per cent increase over the 
previous year. 

Turkey continues hiking petrol prices 
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Syca'ring or. French Rnd:o 
'•Vcdn c#sc/. FC Com— ia<on 
T rz<i ^ :r.: ieccues Dc!m said toe 
EC would retaliate by imposing 
• ; V r-. s : c%“: customs duties or. 
'v- ca:e;-:-ri?s of J.? good'. 
~:t : e dude* would bit uF 
n- of U.S. n. tura! hmv.y. 
y.vec: com. .vats s'asiA 
*2 arc.J fro -.*, he ;c : «: but cave 


Ar' EC ofrviai said senir-r EC I 

i Cuba expects 1. 5-2.5% growth in ’S3 

slihough ^the meeting could be j HAVANA (R) — Cuba's economy will grow between 1 .5 : (R d 2.5 
orvughi lorward ->cca-.^ f the , ^ ccm ; n jh c head of the Centra! Planning F.-x-id 

L .b. cecision. : (Juccplan) was quoted os saying. He said growth of ihe L*!o!n:i 

EC minister: could endorse a J I r * ociai Product (GSP), the communist equivalent oi GNP. uu»il.j 


eer.Ai. .Nc:*:,i..i g.cde ■■-as rated io 750 lira (41 cents) from 
*ofi lira *36 •'u* ). Diesel oil ana kerosene prices rose to 570 lira 
«.M -.enis) from 4 l ‘f.' hid i27 cents) per litre. The highest increase. 20 
per cent . v a*, tor cooking gas. up to 6.000 lira ($3.31) from 5,000 
lira (S2.7hi lor a 12 kilogramme bottle. Ministry sources said super 
*.nd normal grade petrol prices had risen by 111.6 and 109.5 per 
cent respectively since iitc end of last year. Prime Minister Turgut 
Ovi! has announced big increases in other state-run goods and 
services during the past year to reduce Turkey's ballooning budget 
deficit and inflation. 


AMIA^ EXCHANGE .RATES 


Wednesday Dec. 28, 1988 
Central Sank official rates 


i. S. d"IL; 
?"Und Mi.-Hvi;. 

1 ‘ -ji*I;- 
Sni'i frjn«. 

Fr. n.-h ir^r.c 


- V,u y 

Sell 

J.-.pjncsc *.en (tor 109) 

380.5 

382.4 

'i 


Dutch cuildcr 

236.5 

237.7 


<w*.5 

Swedish LT<***n 

77.5 

77.9 


Zrvs 3 

ItlnliJr lire rfor 100) 

36.4 

36.6 

»l». .- 

.MX.: 

Belgian franc (for JOl 

127.6 

128.2 


FURNISHED VELLA FOR RENT ir 
SHMEISANI 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 salons, sjrz::^: 
room, 3 bathrooms, laundiy room and .r.a * c \ 
centra) heating, air conditioner for sjmn.?- 
spacious garage that can accomnrcciaie 4 

Please call 66777? (morning) and ... 

noon) 


ARABIC TOBA' 


Leam to speak colloquial Arabic, write the Alpr :dc ‘ . 2 ^ 2 : 
begin reading. 

For more information call tefi. $4?iz2, 1<?L~2 
'ELSI - First Circle - Jabsi Arr ~ -_ 


MINISTRY OF EDUCATE 
TENDER ANNOUNCE?.li 37 

The contractors who had been Qualified pr-=*.-io*.-s:v 
Seventh Educaticxi Project and willing to pa-M-:. c-st? '* 
following bid are requested to get bPd documents •-.?*'*. :r:f 
projects and buildings Directorate, Ministry o' ^ 

24/12/1988 with the followng conditions:- 

A. The Seventh Education Project is partially fi-'ancac i:- to-? 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Dev-? : 7p 


■ * .'.S t-.v-vc effect tr.vd: 
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S.&mS>OM EXCHANGE RATES 

I.OVDON 1 R i — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
Ivttdi.tc vi or!d currencies nnd g>^)d against the dollar at midday on 
thv ■ ■>miun foreign e\,*h.mge .md bullion markets Wednesday.. 


topujar nrocuots .s*r.r- canned 
itoiijLn lun.itoes aral imported 
wrnc cc-olers. 


Tel: 667171-6 


■-t7 ..-s k. j S ft wACi 2a 


CORPORATION 


and HITECH computers , 


m 


SEMI DETACHED fur- 
nished R.AT Shmdi&aRi. 

near Tych? none*. Z bed- 
rooms. modern ground 
floor flat, tel, cenlral heal- 
ing. and own parking & 
garden. 

Tel. 665195 morning, 
665496 afternoon. 
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U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutsehemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
lualian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 
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Happy New Year . 
pleased to announce the 
1 of /s-htsui to Its iine of 


com outers. 


Price JO -3 ..:o 


B. Description of Tender 

1. Tender No. 49/D/88 
Construction of school buil- 
ding Kuthruba and AJ-Karak 
Area (7740) sq.m. 

2. Tender No. 50/D/88 
Construction of school build- 
ings in Al-Shailaieh and Airemai 
Area (8030) sq.m. 

3. Tender No. 51/D/88 
Construction of school build- 
ings in Almazar and Rouiam 
Area (5740) sq.m* 


C. Last date for purchasing copies of Tender do: 
31/1/1989. 

D. Last date for submitting financial offers i? ~'ZV- - 
noon at the Ministry of Education. 


ym ' 
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P.G. Sox 9*^0207, T?x.: 22206 JO SE/g££“«SS 


MANY VILLAS AND | 
APARTMENTS FOR j 

pj:nt ! 

I 

Furnished or j 
Unfurnished | 
In Shmeisani, Sweifieh. 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more informa- 
tion please call Waei i 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNKY — A sprinki^ »**t liic.il m^tiiuiional buying, particularly 
in maiur h.ni. stocks. Kxkic<J shure prices. The All Ordinaries 
edged up 2 ■-* i4^7.i! 

TOK^ O — i he I oUvo market, riding a wave of optimum : 
toi the new year, rallied to end IVSK at a record high close. The 
Nikkei gained luS.OT ro reach 30,159. 00. 

HONG KONG — Year-end window-dressing pushed stocks - 
sii.irply higher in the fin* day of trading after rhe Christmas 
h'c.:k. T!ic Hang Scr.g r: >e .W.X5 to 2.696.44. 

SINGAPORE — Prices tom over a broad front, extending recent 
gams in moderate trade. Sentiment was underpinned by another 
record rise in Tokyo. The Si ram. Times industrial index gained 
6.»4 pLiin:<i to eiosc ai :.'.42.77. 

— Market holiday. * 
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Price oer person JD 20.330. 
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LONDON -- Prices hovered near the day's highs in thin law 
-railing, reticctmc W'till Street’s performance after earlv sliiS 
gains. By 154a GMT the FTSE 100 index was 11.6 up at 1.785.6J 

NEW YORK — Wall Street stocks showed little overall charij 

■- ,k - % d ? n,Kad * T e f,rm - An anal?? s^d?| 

■ ,,,kwL !0 i-pofnews such as a higher quantum pri3 
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Ragamuffin maintains lead 


SYDNEY (A?)— Ragamuffin, skippered by veteran Australian 
sailor Syd Fischer, maintained its lead Wednesday in the 
J, 013-kdometre AWa Sydney ta Hobart yachting classic. The 
Maxi yacht was experiencing perfect sailing conditions in Bass 
Strait late Wednesday. It was 217 nautical miles from the finish in 
Hobart and 70 nautical miles ahead of Great News. Great News, 
skippered jointly by Australians John Calvert-Jones and David 
Forbes, held rhe lead in the race for handicap honours. 
Ragamuffin was expected to arrive in Hoban on Thursday night, 
giving Fischer his first victory in 18 attempts at the Sydney io 
Hobart race, which is regarded as one of rhe world’s greatest 
ocean races. 


Africa. The Tunisian authorities have welcomed the rally in the 
hope that it will encourage visitors to explore the Saharan South, 
seen as a high-potential but unexploited area for tourism. 


Van Basten 'proud’ of award 


Lewis will compete in European meetings 


SANTA MONICA (R) — Two-time Olympic champion Carl 
Lewis will compete in at least three European meetings this 
winter but will skip the IAAF world indoor athletics cham- 
pionships, his manager said Tuesday. The 27-year-old American, 
who won gold medals at 100 metres and the long jump at Seoul, 
also probably will miss the International Amateur Athletic 
Federation's (IAAF) major outdoor competition for 19K9 — the 
fifth World Cup in Barcelona, Spam, ia September. Joe Douglas, 
his manager, told Reuters. "The World Cup, to me, is a minor 
meet,” Douglas said. 


MILAN (AP) — Dutch soccer star Marco Van Basten said 
Tuesday that he was “happy and proud’* to have been named the 
1983 winner of the "Ballon D’Or.” the award given by a French 
magazine to the best European player of the year. The 24-year- 
old centre forward of the Dutch national team and of Italian 
champion A.C. Milan was congratulated by his teammates as 
Milan resumed trainings at Milanello Tuesday for Saturday’s 
major league round. Van Basten was the top striker at the 
European championships in West Germany last summer and 
played a few but decisive matches with Milan in the last Italian 
championship. 


Soviets beat U.S. hockey team 


Tunis prepares for rally 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisia put out the flags Tuesday for the 
Paris-Dakar rally, renamed the Paris-Tunis-Dakar after the 
organisers of the J0-ycar-o)d event changed the Traditional route 
to leave out neighbouring Algeria. Municipal workers strung 
banners of welcome across the road into town from the port of La 
Goulette. where two ships arrive from Barcelona Wednesday 
morning with the competitors. Red and white Tunisian flag?* 
decorated the dry centre square where the 396 cars and 
motorbikes will start their 9.700-km race through Northwest 


DAVOS (AP) — Cory Millcn, top U.S. scorer at ihe Winter 
Olympics, tallied three goals to tic the game in the second period, 
but Kriliya Moscow fought back to an 8-4 victory over "USA 
Selects - ' Tuesday night in the Spengler Cup Hockey Tournament. 
Sergei Makarov scored twice to give Moscow an early 2-0 lead. 
Millcn. who normally plays for the Swiss club Ambri Piotta. then 
led an impressive rally by USA Selects, a team of U.S. expatriates 
playing for European teams that formed for the tournament. 
After Millen scored his third goal, on a power play, tying the 
game 3-3 at 1 3:2 1 of the second period, bottles thrown on the ice 
forced a 15-minute delay. When the ice was dean again, the 
Soviets took control of rhe game. Sergei Cbarin, a member of the 
Soviet national squad, scored at 16:54 of the second period to 
make it 4-3 while penalties had reduced both teams to three 
players each. In earlier second-round action Tuesday. Davos 
selection, a mixed Swiss- Canadian team, defeated Czechoslova- 
kia's VS2 Kosice 4-3. Lance Nerhery scored twice in the second 
period for Davos and Swiss goalie Richie Bucher made 44 saves. 


d 8 e nc\ J 
A ’ as h, ehe«7 

Super Bowl *88— anyone’s guess 


..... — 

ightciubs * 
^orn,; 
!IU oifc 

-panne by* 

a °Mons * 
*5e ov^ ft 


ces 


■’ r 

• toe r «vtnil 
ie, -'-;elv. ih- 

* WI'JtHf 

'o./n T/t. 
I ceniq hm 
jo ft!!,, 
i increase 3 

) from .'.io, 
'■^sadawi 
nd l(K? j<> 
nister Turas 
n $owk i'w 
oning budeo 


NEW YORK (AP) — It takes a 
neutral observer to define Satur- 
day's playoff game between Mike 
Ditka’s Chicago Bears and the 
Philadelphia Eagles, coached by 
Ditka's one-time defensive coor- 
dinator and longtime antagonist. 
Buddy Ryan. 

*T think they’ll bloody each 
other up; they're both real 
physical teams and their game 
will be real ugly.” offensive tack- 
le Tim Irwin of Minnesota said. 

It was the Vikings’ 28-17 vic- 
tory over the Los Angeles Rams 
Monday in the National Football 
Conference wild-card game that 
sent Minnesota on to San Francis- 


co and put the Eagles up against 
the Bears in Chicago. 

“Our will be perceived as pret- 
ty, but the same thing will be 
going on in our game, too.” 

Tough wild cards 

The Nations I Football 
League’s run for the Super Bowl 
looks as wide open as it has ever 
been this year. In fact, a case 
could be made that the two wild- 
card winners — Houston and 
Minnesota — enter the round as 
strong as any of the eight remain- 
ing competitors. 

In fan, one of Jerry Glanvjlle’s 
never-shy Oilers was brash 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


"feY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OUAR SHARIF 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦ AJ107S32 97 C85 *K63 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one diamond. 
What action do you take? 


♦ AK7652 91 OA83 *Q102 

The bidding has procreded: 


South 

1 * 


West 

Dbl 


North 

Rdbl 


East 

2 9 


Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦J9532 9*3 OQ7 *10653 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What action do you take? 


Whac action do yotr take? 


Q3 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

*83 9AJ92 C QJ63 *KS5 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 * Dbl ? 

What action do you take? 


Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦J542 9Q63 0982 *542 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

I * Dbl Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 


Q.6— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*Q83 ?Q6 OKQ62 *AQ92 

Partner opens the bidding with three 
spades. What action do you take? 
Look for answers on Monday. 
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THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



If the president wants to help the 
homeless, why doesn't he let them 
live with him? His house is huge!" 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


RIGAN 


n 

■■■ 

nr 




H 

rmcY 


n 

■»# 

■a 



MOLDEY! 


□C 

=L 

m 


[WHAT HAPPENED WHEM 
THEIR SHELLFISH 
BUSINESS SUFFERED 
IFINANCIAL REVERSES FI 


msm 

MM 

M 

m 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer »sa “[ 


X Y Y Y T s 






Yesterday's 


jumbles: -OAKS-J 


Answer: Could it 
Arctic? 


(Answers tomorrow) 
FAITH PREACH CUPFUL 
be head covering tor a traveler to the 


’ — A POLAR ICE "CAP" 


enough to say so. 

"I may be going out on a limh, 
but 1 think Cleveland may be the 
toughest team we’ll play," said 
Allen Pinkett. whose two touch- 
downs in a 1 5-second span of the 
second quarter were the key to 
the Oilers’ 24-23 win over the 
Browns in the American Football 
Conference wild-card game 
Saturday. 

Next weekend begins at 12:30 
p.m. (1630 GMT) Saturday when 
Ryan’s Eagles, the NFC East 
champions, meet Ditka’s Bears, 
the NFC central winner. Then 
AFC West champion Seattle, 
whose 9-7 record is the worst of 
any playoff team. visiLs AFC 
Central champion Cincinnati in a 
game starting at 4 p.m. 

Buffalo, the AFC East winner, 
plays Houston, a 24-23 victory 
over Cleveland in the AFC wild- 
card, at 12:30 p.m. (1630 GMT) 
Sunday followed by the Vikings 
and 49ers at 4 p.m. (200 GMT). 

Minnesota, which lost 17-10 to 
Washington in the NFC playoff teams 
wild-card last year, has played all 
three other NFC playoff teams 
this year and is 3-1 against them. 

The Vikings, who upset the 
49crs 36-24 at Candlestick Park in 
last season’s playoffs, beat Chica- 
go 31-7 on the road and 28-27 at 
home beat the Eagles 23-21 at the 
Metrodome. 

Bui they lost at San Francisco 
24-21 on Oct, 30 when quarter- 
back Steve Young, who will back 
up Joe Montana Sunday, spun 
away from a host of pass rushers 
and zig-2agged 49 yards for the 
winning touchdown with 1:58 to 
play. 

”1 think we play much better 
when we feel we have something 
to prove," Minnesota quarter- 
back Wade Wilson said. “Hope- 


fully, we will keep feeling that 
way. The wild-card game is the 
first step in a long process." 

Meanwhile, Ditka fired the 
opening salvo for his meeting 
with Ryan, the first and only 
since the second game of the 1986 
season. Chicago, which would 
eventually finish 14-2, won 16-13 
in overtime at Soldier Field over a 
Philadelphia team that ended the 
season 5-11. 

It was Ryan’s second game as a 
head coach following his depar- 
ture from Chicago — with Ditka's 
elated "good riddance” burning 
his ears — after he made famous 
his “46” defence on the previous 
year's Super Bowl champion 
Bears. 

“How can we be favoured?” 
asked Ditka, whose team is an 
early 5-point favourite. “They're 
the home team aren't they?" 

‘You never know’ 


Ditka also said he was worried 
about the health of defensive 
tackle Dan Hampton and running 
back Neal Anderson, two of his 
best playes, and he reiterated that 
Mike Tomczak will start at quar- 
terback over Jim McMahon, who 
has not played since injuring a 
knee two months ago. But he 
added: "You never know what 
will happen for sure." 

Ryan does not sound worried 
in the least. 

"The only place they're better 
is middle linebacker,” he said, 
conceding an advantage to the 
Bears' Mike Singletary. "We’re 
better at every other position." 

Houston, whose win over 
Cleveland atoned for a loss there 
just six days earlier, goes into 
Buffalo a 3 1-2 point underdog 
against a team that lost three of 
its last four games . 



THE Daily Crossword by Martha J. DeWitt 


ACROSS 
1 T*nt etty 
5 JuJca 

t 

a 

■ 

a 

14 




14 AekUty 





■uburts 





16 Runbte 

17 S*ll-«ffaelno 


73 

person 

20 Stress 

21 Pleress 

J 

a 

a 


a 




23 WHO dog 

ar 




25 Fourteen 
pounds 

40 




28 — Maine# 

29 At hsnd 

4* 




U 

33 Crsgs 

34 Donkey’* hire 
38 “Where - the 


47 

J 

a 

a 


ClO^nSr 
37 — glance 

57 




38 TV receivers 

39 Mendaoity 

40 




40 Squealer 

41 Took care ot 

■3 





43 ‘'Washington 
— ■ bars" 

46 Slippery 
fteh 

49 Flst-bottomod 
boats 

47 Alights 

46 Throutft 

50 Rub out 

S3 Sines ra 

67 Conaltowara 

60 Coat 

61 Bolts or 
Joftoraon 

82 Eye part 

63 la Indebted 

64 Uaa a rink 

65 Nobloman 


«>1U8 TittMina Uadi* Santc**, me. 


DOWN 

1 Fttng 

2 Tooth aHmaM 

3 Eos's opposite 

4 Cttnki 

5 Kind of tea 

6 Noras god 

7 fist ths Wue 
ribbon 

6 British: abbr. 


g Poo's btoj 

10 Subatomic 
part Ida 

11 Part 

12 Finished 

13 NY baseball 
team 

18 13D e.g. 

19 Bara 

23 Snsera at 
2* Tsi AvtYa 

tend 

25 Night lights 

26 Sum 

27 Declaim 

28 Mended 
90 Eagle's 

daw 

31 In profusion 

32 Rinds 

34 So-so grads 

35 Anctent 
38 Assail 


Yestsrday*« Ponla Sahtatt 


nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
annira nnnnn nnnn 
nnonnanrana nnnn 
nnnnn nnnnnnrin 
non nerran 333 
nnnnrin nnnnn 

nnnnnn Finn nnn 

nnnnnnn nnnnnnn 
non nnra nnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnnn 
nnn nnnn ruin 
nnnnnnnn nnririri 
nnnn nnrannnnflnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


42 App s sn 
44 Lad 


46 Us capital is 
Uraa 


48 Exigandas 
40 Out-of-date 

50 Sp. river 

51 Imperfect Ion 

52 Clotho or 
Laeheala 


53 Redact 

54 Roof edge 

55 Snick and ■ 

56 Autocrat 

58 Tibetan ox 

59 A Gabor 


Lakers lose their touch 


INGLEWOOD, California (AP) — Frustrated dur- 
ing the Los Angeles Lakers’ sixth straight road loss. 
Magic Johnson says he doesn’t know how to react. 


But he did something for only 
the second time in his 1U years in 
professional basketball: He was 
ejected for protesting a referee’s 
call. 

With eight losses in their last 10 
games, the National Basketball 
Association champions for the 
past two years are reeling in 
disorder. 

They have only the third-best 
record' in the western division 
behind Houston and Dallas, and 
their once-feared fast-break is 
almost as rare as an offensive 
rebound. And they’ve lost six 
consecutive road games for the 
first time since 1979. 

"I’m frustrated from losing,” 
said Johnson, the 6-foot-9 play- 
making. scoring and rebounding 
leader in five Laker cham- 
pionship seasons between 19S0 
and 1988." I've never been 
through this before. 

"I maybe had to get this out of 
me," Johnson said of the ejec- 
tion. “I'm sorry it happened to 
the team." 

Johnson was tossed from the 
game after he drew two technical 
fouls and an automatic ejection 
with 4:42 remaining in Monday's 
111-96 Laker loss to the Suns at 
Phoenix. He had scored 22 points 
with seven rebounds and eight 
assists. 

"But when you've never gone 
through something like this, you 
don’t know how to react. We 
were trying so hard to win tonight 
— we wanted it real bad — that 
we were even missing layups," 
said Johnson. One of his own 
layups hit the bottom of the rim. 

"Now, the Lakers know how it 
feels to be the Phoenix Suns. 
Teams like the Suns, the Clip- 
pers, the Bullets — we lose five in 
a row all the time," said the Suns’ 
Eddie Johnson, who came off the 
bench to score 29 points. 

To illustrate one of the Lakers’ 
majoT problems, Johnson out- 
scored all of the Laker reserves 
by 13 points. 

The deterioration of the Lakers 
came suddenly in mid-December, 
after they built the NBA’s best 
early season record of 15-3 de- 
spite playing a majority of those 
games on the road. Johnson 
saved a couple of those victories 
with last minute 3-point shots. 

But little has gone right for the 
Lakers since abroad victory at 
Cleveland Dec. 13. 

The Lakers, now 17-10 in all 
games despite an 8-0 home re- 
cord, turned hoboes on the road 
Dec. 14 when they were beaten in 
overtime at New Jersey 118-113. 
Then they were beaten soundly at 
Boston and Washington, edged 
by the Bulls at Chicago 116-113 
when Michael Jordan single- 
handedly outmanoeuvred the 
Lakers in the final minutes, and 
were trounced by both Utah and 
Phoenix the last two times out. 

Their only victory since mid- 
month was at home last Friday 
against lowly Sacramento. 

The schedule which had the 
Lakers playing 19 of their first 27 
games on the road turns kinder 
the rest of the season, and coach 
Pat Riley thinks the Lakers will 


regain their winning form. 

"Back at the beginning of the 
year, we set a goal of 19-10 
(through December) after... all 
these games on the road, and we 
have a chance to achieve that 
with two home wins,” he said. 

The Lakers finish December at 
home with games against Phi- 
ladelphia on Wednesday night 
and the Los Angeles Clippers on 
Friday night. 


"We’ve gone through a tough 
time, we're not playing very well, 
right now. but we will play bet- 
ter.” Riley said after the Phoenix 
loss. "I did see some positive 
signs. We played probably as 
hard as we've played in a couple 
of weeks. We played hard but we 
drdn’r play betrer." 

Poor overall shooting and re- 
bounding, turning the ball over 
without a shot and scoring slumps 
by key performers James 
Worthy! Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
and Michael Cooper have been 
some of the Laker trademarks so 
far this season. 


A.C. Green, a rebounding 
force in the Laker championships 
the past two NBA seasons, re- 
turned to the starting lineup at 
Phoenix, replacing Orlando 
Woolridge. Green scored 12 
points and had 11 rebounds, but 
the rest of the Lakers were in- 
effective inside. 


The 41-year-old Abdul-Jabbar 
showed his 3ge, gening just six 
points and one rebound in 21 
minutes of action. His backup, 
Mychal Thompson, had only 
eight points and three rebounds 
in 29 minutes. 


NBA Roundup 

Cavaliers carry it 


off 


Cavaliers 107, Bulls 96 
New York (AP) — The Cleveland 
Cavaliers, with the best record 
in the National Basketball 
.Association, won their sixth 
straight game Tuesday night as 
Larry Nance scored eight of his 
18 points in the final 2:47 of a 
107-96 victory over the Chica- 
go Bulls. 

The Cavs withstood a Bulls 
rally and raised their record to 
19-5 overall and 9-3 on the 
road, also an NBA best. Cleve- 
land’s fourth straight win away 
from home extended its central 
division lead to 1 games over 
idle Detroit and gave it 11 
victories in December, tying a 
franchise record. 

Michael Jordan, who aver- 
aged 41.5 points in 11 games 
against the Cavs last year, led 
the Bulls with 43 points after 
being held to four in the first 
quarter. Jordan had 19 in the 
fourth quarter to spark a rally 
that fell short. 


Kings 112. Blazers 111 
Harold Pressley hit a jump 


shot from the baseline with one 
second left to give Sacramento 
a 1 12-1 1 1 victory over Portland 
in a game that saw Kings coach 
Jerry Reynolds collapse while 
protesting a call in the fourth 
quarter. Reynolds lay motion- 
less for six minutes, but was 
conscious and rushed to a hos- 
pital where he was reported in 
stable condition. 

Rockets 101, Heat 93 

Akeem Olajuwon scored 14 
of his 22 points in the second 
half as the Houston Rockets 
wiped out a nine-point deficit 
and beat the Miami Heat 101- 
93. The victory was Houston’s 
sixth straight. The loss ended 
expansion Miami's first win- 
ning streak ever at two games 
and dropped its record to 3-22. 

Hawks 128, Knicks 126 

Reggie ‘ Theus, Dominique 
Wilkins and Moses Malone 
each scored at least 30 points, 
and Malone hit two free throws 
with 25 seconds left as the 
Atlanta Hawks withstood a 


New York comeback and beat 
the Knicks 128-126. 


Mavericks 110, Spurs 101 
Mark Aguirre scored 15 of 
his 33 points in the third quar- 
ter, leading the Dallas Maver- 
icks to a 110-101 victory over 
the San Antonio Spurs. The 
Spurs lost for the 11th time in 
their last 12 games. 

Bucks 120, Pacers 107 
Terry Cummings scored 29 
points and Larrv Kristkowiak 
added 26. leading the Mil- 
waukee Bucks to" a 120-107 
victory over Indiana, the Pac- 
ers' lath consecutive road loss. 
A fourth-quarter melee saw 
Indiana’s Scott Skiles and Mil- 
waukee’s Jay Humphries 
ejected. 

Nuggets 130, Celtics 109 
Alex English scored 21 of his 
57 points in the second period 
as the Denver Nuggets broke 
the game open and defeated 
the Boston Celtics 130-109. 
English pushed his career total 
to 22.007 points. 


Rafsanjani 
urges army 
to give up 
sports arenas 


NICOSIA (R) — Parliament 
Speaker Hashemi Rafsanjani said 
Tuesday that internal wrangling 
in Iran's sports establishment 
must stop and the military should 
pull out of sports facilities 
appropriated during the 8-year 
Gulf war, Iran’s official news 
agency said. 

‘The Islamic Republic should 
be more serious towards sports 
and provide more facilities for 
sportsman." Hashemi said in the 
report by the Islamic Republic 
News Agency. "Something fun- 
damental should be done about 
it." 

IRNA. monitored in Nicosia, 
said that Iran’s poor showings in 
the Asian Cup football games 
held recently in Qatar and at the 
Seoul Olympics had been widely 
criticised by sports writers. 

Rafsanjani, who is also acting 
commander in chief of the armed 
forces, said that sports had not 
received enough attention after 
the 1979 revolution, especially 
during fighting with Iraq- 
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Peanuts 


YES 5lR. .THERE SEEMS TO BE A 1 
MISTAKE .. LOE CAME FOR A P06 
LICENSE. ANP THEfVE 6NEN HIM 
A TEMPORARY DRIVER'S PERMIT... 

K 




"SECTION Z03;TUE U WELL, YOU 
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Roh orders crackdown on violent protests 


S. Korea accepts 

talks with North 


SEOUL (AP) — South Korea sent a message to 
communist North Korea Wednesday agreeing to 
high-level political and military talks aimed at 
reducing tension on the divided peninsula. 


The North invaded the South in 
1950 to start the Korean war. but 
was driven back. 


Clashes, protests 


Prime Minister Kang Young- 
Hoon suggested in the letter to 
North Korean counterpart Yon 
Hyung Muk that they head de- 
legations to alternating talks in 
Seoul and Pyongyang to discuss 
non-interference, cooperation in 
select areas and building "mutual 
trust" in military matters. 

"To wipe out mutual distrust 
and restore trust between them 
the two Koreas should recognise 
each others' ideologies and" sys- 
tems, conduct dialogue on the 
basis of mutual respect and non- 
interference and develop coop- 
erative relations on the principle 
of mutualiry until unification is 
achieved.” Kang wrote in the 
letter delivered to the North at 
the border truce site of Pan- 


munjom. 

The response did not appear to 
fully meet a Nov. 16 North Ko- 
rean proposal for wide ranging 
talks on reduction of military 
forces. The South did not refer to 
troop reduction, and its proposal 
was more vague. 

Kang made no reference to the 
North's proposal that talks also 
negotiate withdrawal of the U.S. 
forces based in the South under a 
mutual defence pact. The United 
States has 42.009 troops in the 
South. 

South Korea's letter also prop- 


osed separate economic and Red 
Cross talks to discuss cooperation 
in humanitarian and economic 
areas. It suggested preliminary 
talks in early February to set the 
terms for full negotiations. 

The South called for prime 
ministers to head the delegations, 
instead of deputy premiers as 
proposed by the North. Procedu- 
ral differences have been a major 
problem in arranging bilateral 
talks in the past. 

Delegations of lawmakers are 
to resume talks Thursday at Pan- 
munjom on clearing the way for 
full-scale parliamentary talks on a 
non-aggression pact and other 
measures. South Korean legisla- 
tors expect full talks to be held 
sometime next year. 

Wednesday's letter was in re- 
sponse to a separate North Ko- 
rean proposal for inter-govern- 
ment talks. Past talks between 
the two Koreas on reducing ten- 
sion failed to make progress. 

The two Koreas have hundreds 
of thousands of troops facing 
each other along the 240- 
kilometre border, which is sea- 
led. There are no communica- 
tions except for a hot line. 

U.S. and Soviet forces divided 
the Korean peninsula when they 
ended the Japanese occupation at 
the end of World War II in 1945. 


South Korean President Roh 
Tae-Woo ordered a crackdown 
on political and labour unrest 
Wednesday and warned that vio- 
lent protests were threatening 
South Korea's political and eco- 
nomic stability. 

Roh. in an unusually harsh 
statement, issued a “ special 
directive” to police and security 
forces to halt violent protests and 
labour strikes, attacks on govern- 
ment buildings and other political 
violence. 

"Unlawful and disorderly de- 
velopments and excessive de- 
mands gushing forth in the course 
of liquidating authoritarianism... 
are threatening not only demo- 
cracy but also the stability of the 
free economy,” Roh told a meet- 
ing of key government officials. 

Opposition and dissident 
groups immediately denounced 
Roh’s statement and charged the 
government was seeking excuses 
to oppress opponents and avoid 
any toss of government authority. 
The national assembly is control- 
led by the opposition. 

Top opposition leader Kim 
Dae-Jung said Rob's directive 
was “a plot schemed by fascists 
not to lose their invested rights." 
The government and opposition 
officials made the texts of Roh's 
and Kim's comments available to 
news organisations. 


Philippine army set for all-out 


drive against Communists 


MANILA (R) — Defence Minis- 
ter General Fidel Ramos says the 
military plans an all-out offensive 
against Communist rebels in the 
Philippines in 1989. 

The objective is to break the 
back of the insurgency by the end 
of President Corazon Aquino's 
term in 1992. 

He told Philippine reporters at 
a year-end press conference 
Tuesday that the armed forces 
had laid the groundwork in 1988 
for the coming ali-out push 
against the guerrillas, which the 
military hopes will cripple the 
insurgency. 

"For the first time in a long 
period we have stemmed and 


reversed the tide of the Commun- 
ist insurgency.” Ramos declared. 

He said the 160.000-strong Phi- 
lippine armed forces were now 
"ready to launch an all-out offen- 
sive against the Communist re- 
bels in 1989.” 

The Daily Globe newspaper, 
published by Aquino's speechwri- 
ter Teodoro Locsin. said in a 
front-page report Wednesday 
that the guerrillas planned to 
counter with attacks on U.S. 
military bases and multinational 
companies in the Philippines if 
Washington stepped up help for 
the armed forces. 

There was no immediate com- 
ment on the report . from the 


government. 

Ramos dismissed a statement 
by the banned Communist Party 
of the Philippines that it could 
take power in 10 years as “whist- 
ling in the dark.” 


Ramos said for the first time 
the military had reversed the up- 
ward trend in rebel strength, with 
the size of guerrilla forces drop- 
ping to an estimated 23.060 regu- 
lars at the end of the year from an 
all-time high of 25,800 last June. 


Continued military successes 
would keep the Communist New 
People's Army "further and 
further away from their goals” of 
seizing power, he said. 



R^jiv Gandhi 


India, 

Pakistan 

discuss 

nuclear 


44 suspected Sinhalese 
extremists found murdered 


pact 


ISLAMABAD (Ri — Pakistan 
and India, which have fought 
three wars, may soon sign an 
agreement not to attack each 
other's nuclear installations, offi- 
cials of the two countries said 
Wednesday. 

They said it was not certain 
whether the accord, which would 
be a major development in long 
tense relations, could be com- 
pleted in time for signing at sche- 
duled meetings this week between 
Prime Ministers Benazir Bhutto 
of Pakistan and R^jiv Gandhi of 
India. 

“In principle, yes we are ready 
to sign. The question is when to 
sign,” a senior Indian official told 
Renters. 

“Hie point is that every draft 
needs to be referred to the respec- 
tive governments before an agree- 
ment is signed. It is being talked 
about now between the two coun- 
tries and subject to those consulta- 
tions, we will sign it,” the official 
said. 

“We are hoping it will be 
signed this week,” a Pakistani 
official said. 

Gandhi, due in Islamabad 
Thursday, will be making the first 
working visit to Pakistan by an 
Indian prime minister since his 
grandfather Jawaharlal Nehru 
went in 1960. 

Gandhi's visit for a summit of 
South Asian leaders is a sign of the 
beginnings of a major change in 
relations with Pakistan which 
have long been shrouded in suspi- 
cions, Pakistan's nuclear prog- 
ramme high among them. 

India exploded a nuclear device 
in 1974 but has not done it again 
and insists its nuclear programme 
is entirely peaceful. 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — Au- 
thorities have found the charred 
bodies of 44 suspected antt-gov- 
emment militants this week in 
southern Sri Lanka, a senior 
police officer said Wednesday. 

The police officer, who asked 
not to be identified, said in an 
interview that the victims had 
been shot to death and then 
burned. 

A government communique 
blamed the murders on the Peo- 
ple's Revolutionary Red Army, 
which claims Sinhalese radicals 
are responsible for the escalating 
ethnic violence on this tropical 
Indian Ocean island. 

The charred bodies were found 
along roads in southern Sri Lanka . 
the Sinhalese heartland, the offic- 
er said. 

At least 19 bodies were found 
Monday and Tuesday near Tissa- 
maharama. about 175 kilometres 
south of Colombo, the officer 
said. Other bodies were disco- 
vered in nearby towns of Dick- 
wella. Middeniya, Tangalle, 
Weerakatiya and Lunagamve- 
gara, he added. 

An extremist Sinhalese group, 
the People's Liberation Front, 
oppose the government's efforts 
to end the five-year-old insurgen- 
cy by militant Tamils demanding 
a separate homeland in the north 
and east provinces. More than 
8.500 people have died in the 


fighting. 

Sinhalese extremists contend 
the accord grants too many con- 
cessions and have vowed to kill 
anyone who supports the agree- 
ment. 

They have been blamed for 
more than 900 murders since the 
accord was signed 17 months ago. 
Most of the victims have been 
supporters of the governing Un- 
ited National Party or security 
personnel. 

The People's Revolutionary 
Red Army surfaced about a 
month before the Dec. 19 pres- 
idential election and started hunt- 
ing from members. 

Authorities have said they be- 
lieve (he group is comprised of 
members of paramilitary units, a 
leftist political organisation and a 
Tamil rebel group. 


Ex-minister faces probe 


Meanwhile, the government 
said Wednesday it was setting up 
a commission to investigate 
allegations former Finance Minis- 
ter Ronnie de Mel had received 
unlawful payments from two Brit- 
ish companies. 

In a statement it said the com- 
mission would also probe com- 
panies in which De Mel or mem- 
bers of his family had any finan- 
cial interests. 


Government sources said the 
allegations had come from mem- 
bers of the public but declined to 
identify them. 

De Mel resigned last January 
after being finance minister for 10 
years and later defected to the 
opposition Sri Lankan Freedom 
Party. 

Security Minister Lalith Athu- 
iathmudali told reporters last 
week De Mel left the country 
after Freedom Party candidate 
Sirimao Bandaranaike lost the 
Dec. 19 presidential election. 

The poll was won by Prime 
Minister Ranasinghe Premadasa 
of the ruling United National 
Party. 

Athufathmudali said De Mel 
left the country hours after the 
result was announced, using a 
diplomatic passport he foiled to 
surrender when he resigned as 
finance minister. 

Government sources said the 
commission would probe allega- 
tions De Mel had received unlaw- 
ful payments from a British com- 
pany involved in building a dam 
in Sri Lanka and another con- 
nected with a currency printing 
plant. 

They said it would also investi- 
gate if De Mel had received other 
payments from foreign banks 
wishing to open offices or to 
continue doing business in Sri 
Lanka. 


Chilean opposition turns down 
military offer of reform talks 


SANTIAGO (R) — Chilean 
opposition parties Tuesday re- 
jected an offer of talks with the 
military government on political re- 
forms because the left was to be 
excluded. 

The invitation to a meeting 
nexr week, the first approach to 
the opposition following military 
ruler Auguste Pinochet's defeat 
in October's presidential plebis- 
cite, was made by Interior Minis- 
ter Carlos Caceres Monday nigbt. 

But the offer for talks was 
conditional on far-left groups* 
within the 17-party opposition 
alliance, which had requested the 
meeting, being excluded from the 
discussions. 

The government also had said 
it would interpret acceptance of 
the offer as recognition of the 
legitimacy of the constitution. 
The opposition is demanding 
sweeping changes to the charter, 
approved in a controversial 1980 
plebiscite. 

Opposition spokesman Patricio 


Aylwin. president of the Christ- 
ian Democratic Party and one of 
three leaders invited to the Jan. 3 
talks, said the demand to exclude 
the left was merely a ploy to 
ensure the meeting failed. 

"It is just a pretext, making 
clear that what we face is merely 
a demagogic campaign about dia- 
logue on the part of the govern- 
ment,” he told a news confer- 


ence. 

Opposition parties are deman- 
ding changes to Chile's political 
constitution which they say 
preserves too much power for the 
military following its projected 
handover to a civilian govern- 
ment in March 1990. 

The alliance, which came 
together to defeat Pinochet in the 
October poll, groups centrist and 
far-left parties which are anathe- 
ma to Chile's fiercejy anti-Marx- 
ist military. 

Describing the minister’s con- 
ditions as "arrogant," the opposi- 
tion said it was withdrawing its 


request for a meeting. It said it 
would send a letter listing its 
demands instead. 

Pinochet lost his bid for eight 
more years in the presidency 
when Chileans voted 55 per cent 
to 42 per cent against extending 
his rule in the yes-or-no ballot. 

The general, who took power 
in a bloody 1973 coup against 
elected Marxist President Salva- 
dor Allende, can stay in office 
until March 1990. But he must 
call competitive presidential and 
congressional elections three 
months before stepping down. 

But the constitution keeps a 
pivotal political role for the milit- 
ary through a national security 
council. 

Pinochet, who is allowed to 
stay as army commander until 
1997. can also effectively appoint 
one third of the future senate 
under the terms of the constitu- 
tion which was approved in a 
1980 plebiscite the opposition 
says was fraudulent. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Seven die in South Africa 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Police said seven black men were shot 
and killed 3fter a crowd attack on a house in South Africa's Natal 
province, scene of persistent fighting between rival black political 
factions. A crowd attacked a policeman guarding the house in 
Mpumalanga near Hammarsdale Tuesday, wounding him with a 
shotgun, police said in their daily report on political unrest. 
Reinforcements arrived and dispersed the attackers with shotgun 
fire. Pretoria police said. 


Death squads plan to revive action 


SAN SALVADOR (AP) — A group identifying itself as a new 
right-wing death squad has vowed to avenge each leftist assassina- 
tion and car-bombing, according to a communique. "The only way 
to achieve the total extermination of this horde of terrorist killers is 
by the same means and with the same force they use.” said the 
communique issued by a group calling itself the Revolutionary 
Anti-Communist Exterminating Action, or by its Spanish initials 
ARDE. The communique was delivered to media outlets last 
weekend, and several radio stations began broadcasting it Tuesday. 
In the early 1980s death squads regularly issued communiques 
threatening individuals or leftist groups, and those threats were 
frequently carried out, but the last such communique was issued in 
June 1987. 


Gunfire exchanged in Suriname border 


SURINAME (AP) — One soldier was wounded Tuesday during a 
gun battle in eastern Suriname between troops and gunmen 
believed to be anti-government guerrillas, an army spokesman 
said. Major Badrassein Sital said soldiers at Albina, on Suriname's 
border with French Guiana, "exchanged gunfire” Tuesday with 
unidentified gunmen. Rebel leader Ronny Brunswijk's “Jungle 
Commando” is based nearby on Stoelman island in the Maroni 
river, which separates the two nations. Sital gave no other details 
on the incident. 


Managua wants to talk peace with U.S. 


NICARAGUA (R) — Nicaragua’s leftist Sandinista government, 
which has been battling U.S.-backed contra rebels since 1981. said 
Tuesday it will present a peace proposal to George Bush as soon as 
he takes over as LLS. president. Defence Minister Humberto 
Ortega, brother of President Daniel Ortega, said Nicaragua would 
wait 'until Bush’s Jan. 20 inauguration to unveil its proposals. 
Ortega also said the Nicaraguan government was willing to renew 
negotiations with the contras in Managua but had not received any 
proposals for talks from the rebels. A ceasefire in the Nicaraguan 
war has been in effect since April but the two sides have been 
unable to reach a definitive peace accord. 


China executes seven criminals 


HONG KONG (AP) — Seven hardened criminals were executed 
in Shanghai immediately after their sentences were announced by 
officials at a public rally in a local sports stadium. pro-Beijing 
newspaper reported Wednesday. The Chinese-Ianguage Ta Kung 
Pao gave details on only two of the criminals, food market worker 
Cheng Zhikang and construction labourer Lin Tiefo. It said that on 
seven occasions in the first half of the year. Cheng robbed single 
women who were walking in early-morning hours before streets 
became crowded. The newspaper reported he would punch and 
choke his victims, breaking the nose of one and causing another to 
have a miscarriage. Lin killed a woman after he unsuccessfully tried 
to rape her Oct. 16, the report said. She died when Lin stuffed his 
handkerchief into her mouth and he later cut up the body trying to 
hide the evidence, the newspaper said. Executions in China 
generally are carried out with a single bullet to the back of the 
head. 


Recent problems place aging Jetliners under scrutiny 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
number of recent structural fai- 
lures involving aging aircraft is 
prompting officials to re-examine 
the question: When is an airplane 
too old to fly. 

The effect of aging aircraft on 
safety gained widespread atten- 
tion eight months ago when a 
third of the roof of a 19-year-old 
Aloha airlines Boeing 737 tore 
away during flight, sweeping a 
flight attendant to her death. 

Industry experts from Boeing 
engineers and airline mainte- 
nance officials to government 
regulators and aviation crash in- 
vestigators were stunned that 
such a large section — 6 metres long 
along the top of the plane — 
would peel away. 

The issue surfaced again in the 
investigation of the crash of Pan 
Am Flight 103 last week in Scot- 


land. A massive structural failure 
on the vintage Boeing 747 — the 
15th off the assembly line in 1970 
— has not yet been ruled out. 

On Monday, a 36-centimetre 
hole tore open along the crown of 
a 20-year-old Boeing 727 belong- 
ing to Eastern Airlines, forcing the 
plane to make an emergency 
landing. 

The aviation industry and gov- 
ernment regulators have acknow- 
ledged for years that the airlines' 
jet fleet is growing older and that 
added precautions are needed to 
monitor cracks and other prob- 
lems that develop on these jets. 

In the case of the Pan Am 
Jumbo jet. Pan Am spokesman 
Jeffrey Kriendler emphasised 
that the Boeing 747. although 18 
years old, had'undergone exten- 
sive modifications and streng- 
thening as recently as mid- 1987. 


But Pan Am and many other 
airlines indeed are flying older 
aircraft than once had been ex- 
pected. Eastern not long ago, for 
example, decided to overhaul its 
older Boeing 727s. instead of 
replace them. 


gets older it must come under 
closer inspections and increased 
maintenance. 


Since 1979, the average age of 
the aircraft fleet belonging to the 
major airlines has increased from 
10.28 years to 12.53 years, 
according to Avmark Inc., an 
aircraft consulting and appraisal 
company. It is estimated that 
there are about 2.300 jetliners in 
service that were built before 
1968. 


Ben Cosgrove, vice president 
for engineering at the Boeing 
Commercial Airplane Co., 
emphasised in a recent interview 
that age in itself is not necessarily 
unsafe. But he said as an aircraft 


As a plane ages “you should 
start to expect to see some more 
damage occur ... through fatigue 
and. corrosion,” he says. 

In 1983, the U.S. Federal Avia- 
tion Administration and Industry 
began a programme aimed at 
developing new safeguards to 
keep aging jetliners airworthy. 
Under the programme about 
1,000 older jets — Boeing 727s, 
737s. 747s, McDonnell Douglas 
DC-s 9s and DC-& — are subject to 
special inspections because such 
jets are more likely to develop 
cracks and other problems. 

But critics question whether 
closer monitoring and more fre- 
quent inspections are an adequ- 
ate safeguard. 


"In some cases modification 
(of the aircraft) is needed, not 
just (added) inspection,” said 
Cosgrove, acknowledging that 
this view represents a change in 
industry thinking. 


In October, the FAA directed 
the replacement of 7 ,200 rivets on 
every older Boeing 737 to guard 
against a repeat of the Aloha 
accident. A string of previous 
FAA orders following the Aloha 
incident focused only on requir- 
ing closer inspections. 

The far-reaching and costly 
October directive is seen by in- 
dustry experts to reflect a new 
attitude that close inspections are 
not enough to keep o/der aircraft 
safe and that in many cases sec- 
tions of planes must be routinely 
replaced even if no defect is 
apparent. 


Ecologist’s murder highlights land reform problems 



the Amazon rainforests. 

Thousands of murders in the 
lawless Amazon region go un- 
solved, but the government 
said that it was determined to 
catch the killers of Mendes. 

In Amazonia powerful land 
owners hold political sway and 
human rights groups say kill- 
ings carried out by gunmen in 
the pay of the rich are seldom 
investigated. 

Environmentalists, church- 
men and left-wing parties 
argued that the government 
bore responsibility for the 
death of Mendes, who had told 
the authorities that his life was 
in danger. He was shot dead at 
his home in the Amazonian 
town of Xapuri Dec. 22. 


Armed conflicts over land in 
Brazil are endemic and ten- 
sions are rising. Both landown- 
ers on the one hand and land- 
less peasants and rubber tap- 
pers on the other have become 
more organised in recent 
years. 


Land reform 


Landowners are grouped in 
the powerful Rural Democra- 
tic Union (UDR), widely ac- 
cused by the Brazilian left of 
responsibility for many of the 
killings in the countryside. 

"Death to the UDR" read 
one of the banners displayed 
Sundat at Mendes’ funeral. 


Harmed reputation 


Brazilian ecologist Francisco Mendes, his two children and wife 


Landowner’s son confesses to killing 


SAO PAULO (R) — A ran- 
cher's son has turned himself in 
to police and confessed to 
arranging the murder of Brazi- 
lian ecologist Francisco 
Mendes. according to police. 


A police spokesman said by 
telephone from the Acre state 
capital of Rio Branco that Dar- 
ci Alves Pereira, 21, had sur- 
rendered to police there 
Monday. 


The killing stirred outrage 
both within Brazil and abroad. 
Mendes. a 44-year-old rubber 
tappers' leader, had an inter- 
national reputation as a cam- 
paigner struggling to preserve 


The Folha de Sao Paulo 
newspaper said in a report 
from Washington Tuesday that 
the killing of the ecologist had 
harmed Brazil’s reputation 
abroad more than any other 
event in 1988. 

Pereira is the son of cattle 
rancher Darli Alves da Silva. 
Police, environmentalists and 
the national press had said that 
Darli and his brother Alvarino 
Alves da Silva were the main 
suspects. 

Mendes himself said in an 
interview with the Rio news- 
paper Jomal do Brasil Dec. 9 
that the two wanted him dead. 


The UDR emerged streng- 
thened from municipal elec- 
tions last month. Many of the 
which it supported were 
elected to be mayors of towns 
in rural areas. 


The Jornal do Brasil news- 
paper, in a prominent front- 
page report, said Monday the 
Roman Catholic bishop of the 
Acre state capital Rio Branco 
had also received a death 
threat. 


It said Bishop Moacir Grechi 
received a telephone call the 
day after Mendes' murder 
from a man who advised him to 
take care because he would not 
see 1989. 

The Roman Catholic Church 
in Brazil campaigns strongly in 
favour of land reform. 





Italian industrialist 
is kidnapped 


BRINDISI (AP) — A 64-year^ 7 
old industrisriist was kidnapped.- 
outside his home in southern Ita - 
ly's Apulia region early Wednes- - 
day. authoritis said. Marzio Pern-." 
ni, head of a company that manu- ; 
factures and markets wood pro- : 
ducts, was grabbed as he was 
getting into his car to drive to 
work near this port city in the 
bee! of the boot-shaped Italian 
peninsula. Perrini’s wife said she 
saw a car driving off at high 
speed. She rushed outside and 
found one of her husband's shoes 
and his broken eyeglasses lying- 
next to his car. It was the 17th 
reported kidnapping in Italy this 
year. In the previous cases, five - 
of the victims remain in kidnap- - 
pers' hands. 


Reagan visits 
new offices 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Presi- 
dent Reagan, preparing for his 
coming retirement, paid a visit 
Tuesday to his new offices here in 
a building that was the setting for 
a recent Hollywood film. Reagan 
spent 45 minutes at the offices he 
will occupy after he leaves the 
White House Jan. 20, inspecting 
the decor and unpacking boxes of 
books. The offices are located on 
the 34th floor of the Fox Plaza 
office tower on the Avenue of the 
stars here. 


Rhinos killed 
by lightning 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Two rhinoceroses who had been 
courting each other at a municip- 
al game reserve were killed by 
lightning as they slept under a 
tree, according to a newspaper 
report. J.C. Richards, town en-" 
gincer of Krugersdorp. was 
quoted by the Star newspaper 
Wednesday as saying the cow and 
bull had been constant compan- 
ions in recent weeks and had 
mated Dec. 2. The rhinos’ char- 
red carcasses were found Sunday 
at the Krugersdorp game reserve, 
northwest of Johannesburg, and 
were buried Monday. 


Hal Ashby 
dies at 59 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Hal 
Ashby, who directed such criti- 
cally acclaimed films as "Coming 
Home," "Bound for Glory ” and 
"shampoo,” died of cancer Tues- 
day at the age of 59, a family 
spokesman said. Ashby, who 
died at his home in the Los 
Angeles film star colony of Mali- 
bu. won a Hollywood oscar for 
editing the 1967 film "In the heat 
of the night,” starring Rod Stei- 
ger and Sidney Poitier. and was- 
nominated for an oscar for direct- 
ing the anti- Vietnam war film 
“Coming Home." Considered; 
one of the most wide-ranging 
directors in Hollywood, Ashby 
saw his film “Harold and 
Maude,” about the love affair of 
a 19-year-old youth and an 80- 
year-old woman, played by Ruth 
Gordon, become a cult classic. 
He chronicled the successful tour 
of the United States by the Roll- 
ing Stones in 1981 in the film 
“Let's spend the night together.” 
Known for giving precise instruc- 
tions to actors, Ashby also 
directed "Shampoo,*' which told 
of the affairs of an amorous hair 
dresser, played by Warren Beat- 
ty. The film “Bound for Glory” 
was a biography of another sin- 
ger. Woody Guthrie, played by 
David Carradine. 


Siamese twins 
grow up, 
more out 


LONG BEACH (AP) — Last 
year, Yvonne and Yvette McCar- 
ther caused a stir by going to 
college. This year, they are mov- 
ing out of their mother's home 
and grabbing the spotlight again. . 
The women are Siamese twins, . 
joined at the top of the bead. 
“I'm 39. and I always said I was 
going to move into my own place 
by the time I was 40," said.. 
Yvette. "I mean, when you get to 
be in your late 30s, you just v 
decide — it’s time to get your 
own place.” Yvonne agreed. — 1- 
only wish I’d gotten around to it. 
before — I Jove it, being on my 
own," she said. The twins artf— 
craniopagus twins, the rarest load ” 
of Siamese birth. TTiough joined 
at the skull, they have separata 
brains and personalities but staftL' 
a common bloodstream. Thefi\ 
mother, Willie McCarther;!®" 
Compton, taught her daughter 
to think of themselves as separated 
beings. So it was natural _£b£$r 
would someday move out on t hta^ 
own. Their new home is 
apartment with one bed) 
which rents for SS10 a mi 
paid for with close bn 
government checks. •?«/-- 
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